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Our prayers for the appointment of a new 
Bishop have now been answered. 

 

The Holy Father has appointed Bishop Michael Kennedy, 

currently the Bishop of Armidale, as the ninth Bishop of the 

Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle.  Pope Francis made the 

official announcement at noon in Rome (10pm local time) 

on Thursday 2 February 2023.  

Noting the appointment follows the untimely death of Bish-

op Bill Wright in November 2021, Bishop Kennedy said, ‘I 

willingly and heartily accept this new appointment, knowing 

that like all new endeavours, it will hold both joys and chal-

lenges.  To be the chief pastor leading a Diocese in wor-

ship, teaching, evangelisation, and governance is an awe-

some privilege and responsibility.’  

‘I am now looking forward to meeting and getting to know 

the priests and the people of the Diocese of Maitland-

Newcastle.’ 

Bishop Kennedy was born in Wagga Wagga and educated 

in Catholic schools.  He gained a Diploma in Education from the Sydney Catholic College of Education and taught for 

several years at Xavier Catholic College in Albury, before commencing seminary studies at Vianney College in rural 

New South Wales.  In 1994 he continued his academic studies in Rome, attaining a Licentiate in Sacred Theology 

and a Diploma in Mariology.  

Ordained a priest in 1999, Bishop Kennedy has held a variety of positions across New South Wales, most recently 

serving as the Bishop of Armidale, a position he has held since 2011.  Bishop Kennedy has also previously served in 

roles across education and as the Director of Vocations, reflecting his commitment to his motto ‘Euntes Docete’ (Go 

out and teach). 

In announcing this appointment, it is noted Fr Greg Barker stays on in the position as the Diocesan Administrator until 

Bishop Kennedy is installed in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle.  

A date for the Oath of Office, Profession of Faith and Taking of Possession has not yet been set.    

Statement from the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference - https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/bishop-kennedy-

appointed-bishop-of-maitland-newcastle/ 

https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/bishop-kennedy-appointed-bishop-of-maitland-newcastle/
https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/bishop-kennedy-appointed-bishop-of-maitland-newcastle/


 

 

 

 There will be NO MASSES on Tue 7th Feb and 
Wed 8th Feb.  

 

Parish Timetable  

Mon 
6 FEB 

9am Counters– Team 6 
12pm Community Kitchen 

Tue  
7 FEB 

9.30am Christian Meditation 
12pm Community Kitchen 

Wed 
8 FEB 

11am Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
12pm Community Kitchen 

Thu 
9 FEB 

9.30am Mass 
12pm Community Kitchen 

Fri 
10 FEB 

9.30am Mass 

Sat  
11 FEB 

9.30am Mass 
4pm Confession 
5pm Vigil Mass 

Sun  
12 FEB 

8am Mass  
10am Mass 

Parish Notices 

PARISH REFLECTION DAY 
Our first Reflection Day on 4th March is 
focused on “Journey With-In” and will ex-
amine our personal faith journeys and the 
assets we bring to our Church.  

We are living in uncertain times. The Covid 
Virus, for example, has brought about 
changes to our lives and lead us to question 
some of the things we used to take for 
granted. 

You might identify with Thomas Merton, an 
American Catholic Theologian, who once 
wrote; 
My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. 

I do not see the road ahead of me. 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. 

Nor do I really know myself, 
and the fact that I think I am following your 

will 
does not mean that I am actually doing so. 

Our first day will give us the opportunity to 
listen to presentations from parishioners, 
to then reflect on our own lives and to 
share our life experiences in a supportive 
community. It is the first stage in discern-
ing a future for our Parish. 

Please indicate your willingness to join us 
by adding your name and contact details 
to the sheets in the church.  

Church Collection Procedure 

Church collections occur immediately after the Universal 
Prayers. Both the 1st and 2nd collection occur at the 
same time. The blue bag is for the 1st collection, (the 
Parish collection, for planned giving envelops and dona-
tions to assist with the running of the parish). The blue 
bag is handed out first, and when this bag is about 3 
rows in the red bag is handed out. The red bag is for 
the second collection, (for the care of the clergy). Tap 
& Go machines are available at each Mass for dona-
tions by card. 60% of the Tap & Go donations go to-
wards the Parish and 40% go towards the Presbytery.  

Word of God Sunday  

The Church in Australia cele-
brates the Sunday of the Word 
of God on the first Sunday in 
February – February 5 in 2023 
(Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
Year A). Pope Francis established the day, which is devot-
ed to “the celebration, study and dissemination” of the 
Word of God. Visit www.catholic.org.au/wordofgodsunday 
to access resources to help commemorate the day and for 
suggestions on how to better engage with Sacred Scrip-

ture in various ways and settings.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The 2023 Lenten Program books from the Diocese of 
Wollongong are called Triumph and can be ordered 
through their website: https://www.dow.org.au/shop/. If you 
would like assistance with making an online order, please 

see Danielle in the parish office. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PALMS FOR ASH WEDNESDAY: Please bring the palms 
that were blessed last Palm Sunday back to the church in 
readiness for Ash Wednesday. They can be placed in the 
basket provided in the church so that they can be burnt 

and used as the ash on Ash Wednesday 22 Feb.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sacred @ Seven 

Sacred @ Seven is held to attract young people for adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament with a time for prayer, a 
reading of the Gospel and a time for reflection both in si-

lence and with music. 

It is an opportunity for young people to draw aside in a 
judgement free space; exploring the hidden treasures of 
spending time together with each other and with the Lord 

and allowing the Word of God to speak to hearts. 

Join Fr. Peter Street, Parish Priest of Forster-Tuncurry as 

he presides over the first Sacred @ Seven in 2023. 

Date: Wednesday 15 February 2023 

Time: 7:00pm 

Location: Sacred Heart Cathedral, 841 Hunter Street, 

Newcastle West 

**opportunity for a shared meal following the event** 

Enquiries or RSVP: 

Kate kate.crncevic@mn.catholic.org.au P: 4979 1329 

https://www.catholic.au/s/article/Word-of-God-Sunday
https://www.dow.org.au/shop/


 

 

THE LATEST NEWS FROM OUR SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS – 5 FEB 23 
The Promoters of Safeguarding continue to endorse a culture of safeguarding within the Parish. Safeguarding is the action that is tak-
en to promote the welfare of children and vulnerable adults, and to protect them from harm.   
Support for families includes the Safe and Supported: National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children 2021 - 2031 which aims to 
ensure children and young people reach their full potential; this includes ensuring that learning difficulties are addressed.  
There is a number of terms which are in common use regarding learning difficulties, but what do they mean? The most common are:  
AUTISM spectrum disorder (ASD) is a developmental disability caused by differences in the brain. People with ASD often have prob-
lems with social communication and interaction, paying attention, and restricted or repetitive behaviours or interests. It affects 1 in 60 
Australians (or 1 kid in every second classroom).  
ADHD is attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and, at 1 in 20 Australians (1 or 2 kids in each classroom), is our country’s most preva-
lent neurodevelopmental disorder. It is characterised by patterns of inattentive, impulsive or hyperactive behaviour.  
DYSLEXIA is a learning disorder causing inability or great difficulty in learning to read or spell which makes using written language diffi-
cult. At least 10% of Australians have it (or 3 kids in every classroom).  
DYSCALCULIA is a learning disorder that affects a person's ability to do maths and counting. People with dyscalculia are often excep-
tional at reading, writing and spelling.  
DYSGRAPHIA is difficulty with writing or recording eg. someone has difficulty turning their thoughts into written language appropriate 
for their age, despite exposure to adequate instruction and education.  
DYSPRAXIA refers to difficulties with coordinated movement in which messages from the brain are not effectively transmitted to the 
body. Dyspraxia can affect the coordination of speech or whole body movements (hopping, skipping, writing).  
Great news! Despite all these (and other) learning difficulties, help is at hand. A child’s education involves a partnership between the 
child, the family, the school and, where required, medical intervention. In their protective mode, parents may be reluctant to share a 
learning difficulty with the school, but if teachers are not aware, they can’t implement support. Although the issue may never be ‘cured’, 
strategies to cope may be very successful.  

6 FEBRUARY ST PAUL MIKI AND COMPANION MARTYRS 
were a group of Christians who were executed by crucifixion on 
February 5, 1597, at Nagasaki. Their martyrdom is especially sig-
nificant in the history of Roman Catholicism in Japan. A promising 
beginning to Catholic missions in Japan — perhaps as many as 
300,000 Christians by the end of the sixteenth century — met 
complications from competition between the missionary groups, 
political difficulty between Spain and Portugal, and factions within 
the government of Japan. Christianity was suppressed, and it was 
during this time that the 26 martyrs were executed. By 1630, 
Christianity had been driven underground. 250 years later, when 
Christian missionaries returned to Japan, they found a community 
of "hidden Christians" that had survived underground. 
10 FEBRUARY ST SCHOLASTICA, VIRGIN. (c. 480 – 10 Febru-
ary 542) is a saint of the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern 
Orthodox Churches. Born in Italy, according to a ninth century 
tradition, she was the twin sister of Benedict of Nursia. Her feast 
day is 10th February. Benedictine tradition holds that Scholastica 
lived in a convent at Plumbariola about five miles from Monte Cas-
sino and that this was the first "Benedictine" convent. However, it 
has been suggested that it is more likely that she lived in a her-
mitage with one or two other religious women in a cluster of hous-
es at the base of Mount Cassino where there is an ancient church 
named after her. The most commonly told story about her is that 
she would, once a year, go and visit her brother at a place near 
his abbey, and they would spend the day worshiping together and 
discussing sacred texts and issues. One day they had supper and 
continued their conversation. When Benedict indicated it was time 
for him to leave, perhaps sensing the time of her death was draw-
ing near, she asked him to stay with her for the evening so they 
could continue their discussions. Not wishing to break his own 
Rule, Benedict refused, insisting that he needed to return to his 
cell. At that point, Scholastica closed her hands in prayer, and 
after a moment, a wild storm started outside of the guest house in 
which they were housed. Benedict asked, "What have you done?” 
to which she replied, "I asked you and you would not listen; so I 

asked my God and he did listen. So now go off, if you can, leave 
me and return to your monastery." Benedict was unable to return 
to his monastery, and they spent the night in discussion. Accord-
ing to Gregory's Dialogues, three days later, from his cell, he saw 
his sister's soul leaving the earth and ascending to heaven in the 
form of a shining white dove. Scholastica is the foundress of the 
women's branch of Benedictine Monasticism.  
11 FEBRUARY OUR LADY OF LOURDES is a venerated title of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary invoked by Roman Catholics in honour of 
the Marian apparitions said to have occurred on numerous occa-
sions in 1858 in the vicinity of Lourdes, France. The first of these 
is the apparition of 11 F e b r u a r y 1 8 5 8 , w h e n Bernadette 
Soubirous, a 14- year-old peasant girl, admitted to her mother that 
a "lady" spoke to her in the cave of Massabielle (a mile from the 
town) while she was gathering firewood with her sister and a 
friend. Similar apparitions of the alleged "Lady" were reported on 
seventeen occasions that year, until the climax revelation of Our 
Lady of the Immaculate Conception took place. Bernadette 
Soubirous was later canonized as a Saint, and Roman Catholics 
and some Protestants believe her apparitions have been validated 
by the overwhelming popularity and testament of healings claimed 
to have taken place at the Lourdes water spring. In 1862, Pope 
Pius IX authorized Bishop Bertrand-Sévère Laurence to permit the 
veneration of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Lourdes. On 3 July 1876, 
Pope Pius IX formally granted a Canonical Coronation to the im-
age that used to be in the courtyard of what is now part of the 
Rosary Basilica. This Marian title, Our 
Lady of Lourdes, has been widely 
copied and reproduced, often dis-
played in shrines and home, most 
notably in garden landscapes.  

Saints and Feasts 

Painting of the Virgin Mary appa-
rition to Bernadette Soubirous in 

the Grotto at Massabielle, 
near Lourdes, France.  

https://www.dss.gov.au/the-national-framework-for-protecting-australias-children-2021-2031


 

 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
Sunday 05 Feb 2023 

Fr Peter: Sisters and brothers, through Christ our Light, let us bring our intentions 
before the Lord.  
Reader: That Holy Mother Church will radiate the power of Christ the Light to all people. In 
your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That as he takes up his appointment among us as our shepherd, Bishop Michael Ken-
nedy may know our welcome, experience our love and receive the grace of the Holy Spirit. In your 
Mercy. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That Fr Greg Barker, the Diocesan Administrator may be blessed for his service. In 
your mercy  
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That missionaries will be supported in their work of evangelizing and enlightening non
-believers. In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the homeless and marginalised will be showered with compassion and warmth. In 
your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That, like the salt of the earth, our parish community will be united in our good works 
and praise to God. In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That parishes, placing communion at the centre, may increasingly become communi-
ties of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in need. In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That, on this Sunday of the Word of God, we will take the opportunity to celebrate, 
study and share the Word of God. In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That students, teachers and school communities will be ready to meet the challenges 
and joys of the new school year. In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick and housebound will find comfort in the light of Christ. In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will be raised in glory, especially Issiah Leon, Chris Horsfall  
& His Eminence George Cardinal Pell AC who have died recently and Nancy Donoghue, Andy Cross, 
Paul Conoghan, Stanley Douglas Hicks, Paul Anthony Hicks, Daniel Finbarr Keily, Josephine Keily & 
Michael Jenkins whose anniversaries occur at this time. In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Fr Peter: God our Father, Christ shines as the light of the world.  Hear our prayers and help us to 
live his light in all we do as we glorify your name.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Recently deceased: Issiah Leon Chris Horsfall & His Eminence George Cardinal Pell AC 
Anniversaries:  Nancy Donoghue, Andy Cross, Paul Conaghan, Stanley Douglas Hicks, Paul Anthony Hicks, Daniel 
Finbarr Keily, Josephine Keily & Michael Jenkins 
We remember and pray for those who are ill at home and in hospital at this time, may they know the healing 
presence of Christ: 
Jane Michie, Imogen Ralph, Robin Koszyk, Joseph Flanagan, Thelma Lyndon, Mikaela Hunter & Joe Barnett. 

A Prayer For Those Unable To Receive Holy Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things,  and I desire to re-
ceive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there  and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated 

from You. Amen. 



 

 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The 
prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

Sunday 05 Feb 2023 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

 

Entrance Antiphon 

Ps 94:6-7 

O come, let us worship God and bow low before the God 

who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 
 

First Reading 

Is 58:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord: Share your bread with the hungry, 
and shelter the homeless poor, clothe the man you see to 
be naked and turn not from your own kin. Then will your 
light shine like the dawn and your wound be quickly 
healed over. Your integrity will go before you and the glo-
ry of the Lord behind you. Cry, and the Lord will answer; 
call, and he will say, ‘I am here.’ If you do away with the 
yoke, the clenched fist, the wicked word, if you give your 
bread to the hungry, and relief to the oppressed, your light 
will rise in the darkness, and your shadows become like 

noon.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 111:4-9. R. v.4 

(R.) A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 

1. He is a light in the darkness for the upright: he is gener-
ous, merciful and just. The good man takes pity and 

lends, he conducts his affairs with honour. (R.) 
 

2. The just man will never waver: he will be remembered 
for ever. He has no fear of evil news; with a firm heart he 

trusts in the Lord. (R.) 
 

3. With a steadfast heart he will not fear;  open -handed , 
he gives to the poor; his justice stands firm for ever. His 

head will be raised in glory. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 

1 Cor 2:1-5 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

When I came to you, brothers, it was not with any show of 
oratory or philosophy, but simply to tell you what God had 
guaranteed. During my stay with you, the only knowledge 
I claimed to have was about Jesus, and only about him as 
the crucified Christ. Far from relying on any power of my 
own, I came among you in great ‘fear and trembling’ and 
in my speeches and the sermons that I gave, there were 
none of the arguments that belong to philosophy; only a 
demonstration of the power of the Spirit. And I did this so 
that your faith should not depend on human philosophy 

but on the power of God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Jn 8:12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; the man who 

follows me will have the light of life. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel 

Mt 5:13-16  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the earth. 
But if salt becomes tasteless, what can make it salty 
again? It is good for nothing, and can only be thrown out 

to be trampled underfoot by men. 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top can-
not be hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; 
they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone 
in the house. In the same way your light must shine in the 
sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they may 

give the praise to your Father in heaven.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon 

Cf. Ps 106:8-9 

Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for the 
children of men, for he satisfies the thirsty soul, and the 

hungry he fills with good things. 

Readings for Next Week 11/12 February 
 

First Reading   
Sir 15:15-20 We may choose life or death.  
 

Responsorial Psalm   
Ps 118:1-2. 4-5. 17-18. 33-34. R. v.1 (R.)  Happy are 
they who follow the law of the Lord!  
 

Second Reading  
1 Cor 2:6-10 God reveals his wisdom through the Spirit.  
 

Gospel Acclamation   
See Mt 11:25 Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth; you have revealed to little 
ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia!  
 

Gospel   
Mt 5:17-37 Jesus comes to fulfil the law.  



 

 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen.  either: 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 
with your spirit.  or: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And with your spirit. or: 
 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
 
PENITENTIAL ACT 
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our 
sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 
mysteries. either: 
 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers 
and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts 
and in my words, in what I have done and in what I 
have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
(striking the breast) through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the An-
gels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to 
pray for me to the Lord our God. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
For we have sinned against you. 
Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
And grant us your salvation. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
You came to call sinners: 
P: Christ have mercy   or:  P: Christe, eleison. 
R: Christ have mercy or:  R: Christe, eleison. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to inter-
cede for us: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.  
 
The Kyrie follows, unless it has occurred in the Penitential 
Act.  either:        

P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Christ, have mercy. R:  Christ, have mercy. 
P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy.  
 or: 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
P: Christe, eleison. R: Christe, eleison. 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
 
Gloria (when said) 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our pray-
er; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 
 
Let us pray.  At the end of the Collect, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
At the end of the reading: 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
At the Gospel: 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end of the Gospel: 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I 
believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was bur-
ied, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

THE ORDER OF MASS 



 

 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heav-
en and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (all bow) 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the  com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Pray, brethren ... the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for 
the praise and glory of His name, for our good and 
the good of all His holy Church. 
At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and 
just.  
After the Preface 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 

The mystery of faith. either: 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again. or: 
 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we pro-
claim your Death, O Lord, until you come again. or:  
 
Save us, Saviour of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.  
 
Through him, and with him, ... for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven... 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil... 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles... 
Who live and reign for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And with your spirit. 
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. (X2) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed. 
The Body of Christ. Amen.  
The Blood of Christ. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the † Son,  
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 either: 
Go forth, the Mass is ended. or: 
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. or: 
Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your Life. or: 
Go in peace.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
© 2019 design by Rev Fr Peter Street. Text from the Ro-
man Missal 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The theme that runs through the Scripture readings today 
and that has determined their choice is clearly that of ‘light’. 
We can see it in the First Reading (‘then will your light shine 
like the dawn’), in the opening verse of the Responsorial 
Psalm and (with reference to Christ) in the Alleluia verse (‘I 
am the Light of the world’), all building up the climactic 
statement in the Gospel: ‘You are the light of the world’. 
Only the Second Reading (1 Cor 2:1-5) seems to be an ex-
ception. 

The First Reading, from Isaiah 58:7-10, features one of the 
great appeals for social justice in the Old Testament. Israel 
has complained that much fasting on her part has met with 
no response from God. In reply God explains the kind of 
‘fast’ Israel needs to undertake: not one involving penitential 
ritual but a ‘fast’ from injustice. Refraining from indifference 
and violence towards the weak, and a positive program of 
hospitality will cause Israel’s ‘light to shine like the dawn’ 
and her ‘wound’ to be ‘quickly healed over’. In a way that 
retains remarkable relevance for all human societies – local, 
national or, indeed, global – the prophetic text insists that if 
a community gets social justice right, then all else will fall 
into place.  

Twice (v. 8, v. 10) Israel is reminded that social justice will 
cause her ‘light’ to shine. In this allusion to light we surely 
hear an echo of the belief, expressed above all in Isaiah’s 
Servant Songs, that Israel’s destiny is to be ‘a light to the 
nations’ (Isa 42:6; 49:6; 51:4; 60:3). The text, then, is sum-
moning Israel, to realise her true vocation through the im-
plementation of social justice. She is to become a ‘light to 
the nations’ by modelling before the world what a truly hu-
man society should be. 

It is at this point that the prophetic text becomes most rele-
vant as a background for the brief extract from the Sermon 
on the Mount that forms the Gospel (Matt 5:13-16). Two 
images – salt and light – dominate the extract. The commu-
nity of disciples, to whom Jesus has just addressed the Be-
atitudes (5:3-12), is not just to be something for itself. It has 
the vocation both to preserve (‘salt’) and to model (‘light’) 
something for the rest of the world.  

To appreciate this we have to recall the setting in which the 
Sermon takes place: the mass of burdened, afflicted hu-
manity described as the recipients of Jesus’ healing at the 

end of the preceding chapter (4:23-25). Matthew’s introduc-
tion to the Sermon (5:1-2) suggests that it is the sight of 
these crowds and their needs that prompts Jesus to ad-
dress his disciples in the way that follows (‘Seeing the 
crowds, he went up the mountain ...’). The implication is that 
it is people who are prepared to live according to the dispo-
sitions and attitudes pronounced ‘blessed’ in the Beatitudes 
(vv. 3-12) – that is, people prepared to live in the vulnerable, 
non-grasping way they propose – who can really help lift 
humanity’s burdens, thereby becoming and remaining ‘salt 
of the earth’ and ‘light of the world’. It is the compassionate 
and merciful who make the world safe for humanity. (Paul’s 
description in the Second Reading of the vulnerable way in 
which he approached the community in Corinth actually 
illustrates this disposition). In this way the community that is 
receiving from Jesus the ‘Torah’ for the messianic age will 
reclaim the vocation of Israel as spelled out in the passages 
from Isaiah. 

Jesus does not simply apply the images ‘salt and light’ to 
the community. To each is added a few sentences of expla-
nation and warning. To appreciate what he says about salt 
(v. 13b) we have to recall the role salt played in food-
preservation before refrigeration; salt was a vital domestic 
commodity. The explanation, however, is far from clear. Salt 
can hardly lose its taste but it may be so mixed with other 
elements as to become impure and so useless for either 
savour or preservation; it will be good only for salting the 
path outside the house, where people will trample it under-
foot. Disciples who fall away from their vocation may face a 
similar fate (vv. 14-16). 

The comment upon the image of light falls into two distinct 
parts. In biblical tradition Jerusalem was the archetypal ‘city 
built on a hilltop’. When the Temple was illuminated – as 
during the Feast of Tabernacles – Jerusalem was indeed 
‘the light of the world’. The image then reverts to the more 
domestic scene: what one does with a lamp. The disciples’ 
good works must function as a lamp giving light to a dark-
ened world – not to draw attention to themselves but to lead 
outsiders to the knowledge and praise of the God who has 
set them to be salt and light for the world. 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 

SUNDAY 5 FEB 2023 REFLECTION BY BRENDAN BYRNE 

A Good News Story From Toronto Community Kitchen 

There are many stories shared around the tables at the 
Kitchen each Thursday. 

Recently we welcomed a new friend, let’s call him Frank. He 
was a little unsure when he arrived but he was very relieved 
to hear he could join us for a meal at no cost. Frank had no 
money for the next 7 days. He was sleeping in his car in a 
park. He had walked to the Kitchen as he had no petrol.  

Frank happily joined a table of 4 strangers and thoroughly 
enjoyed his meal and a lively conversation. He told us later it 
was his first hot meal in 10 days (the last being a pie at a 
servo!) He couldn’t remember the last time he had sat 

around a table with others. 

Frank left with some bread, fruit, and canned food to help 
tide him over. We told him where he could have a shower 
and wash his clothes with the Salvos in Toronto the next 
day. 

Frank told us he never felt alone as he had God in his life. 
We invited him to join us for Mass on Sunday, and he came 
along. Frank shared that when he left us that Thursday night, 
he remembered our smiles and he felt great hope. He 
thanked God for His help in finding us. 

We thank God for the opportunity to meet Frank on his jour-
ney. 



 

 

POPE FRANCIS 
ANGELUS 

Saint Peter's Square 
Sunday, 29 January 2023 

Dear brothers and sisters, buongiorno! 
In today’s liturgy, the Beatitudes according to the Gospel of Mat-
thew are proclaimed (cf. Mt 5:1-12). The first is fundamental. This 
is what it says: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven” (v. 3).      
Who are the “poor in spirit”? They are the ones who know they 
cannot rely on themselves, that they are not self-sufficient, and 
they live as “beggars before God”. They feel their need for God 
and recognize every good comes from him as a gift, as a grace. 
Those who are poor in spirit treasure what they receive. There-
fore, they desire that no gift should go to waste. Today, I would 
like to pause on this typical aspect of the poor in spirit: not to 
waste. The poor in spirit try not to waste anything. Jesus shows 
us the importance of not wasting. For example, after the multipli-
cation of the loaves and the fish, he asks that the leftover food be 
gathered so that nothing would be wasted (cf. Jn 6:12). Not wast-
ing allows us to appreciate the value of ourselves, of people and 
of things. Unfortunately, however, this is a principle that is often 
disregarded, above all in more affluent societies where the culture 
of waste, the throw-away culture is predominant. Both are a 
plague. So, I would like to propose to you three challeng-
es against the waste mentality, the throw-away mentality. 
The first challenge: not to waste the gift that we are. Each one of 
us is a good, independent of the gifts we have. Every woman, 
every man, is rich not only in talents, but in dignity. He or she is 
loved by God, is valuable, is precious. Jesus reminds us that we 
are blessed not for what we have, but for who we are. And when a 
person lets go and throws him or herself away, he or she wastes 
themselves. Let us struggle, with God’s help, against the tempta-
tions of believing ourselves inadequate, wrong, and to feel sorry 
for ourselves. 
Then, the second challenge: not to waste the gifts we have. It is a 
fact that about one-third of total food production goes to waste in 
the world each year, while so many die of hunger! Nature’s re-
sources cannot be used like this. Goods should be taken care of 
and shared in such a way that no one lack what is necessary. 
Rather than waste what we have, let us disseminate an ecology of 
justice and charity, of sharing! 
Lastly, the third challenge: not to throw people away. The throw-
away culture says, “I use you in as much as I need you. When I 
am not interested in you anymore, or you are in my way, I throw 
you out”. It is especially the weakest who are treated this way – 
unborn children, the elderly, the needy and the disadvantaged. 
But people are never to be thrown out, the disadvantaged cannot 
be thrown away! Every person is a sacred gift, each person is a 
unique gift, no matter what their age or condition. Let us always 
respect and promote life! Let’s not throw life away! 
Dear brothers and sisters, let us ask ourselves some questions. 
Above all: How do I live poverty of spirit? Do I know how to make 
room for God? Do I believe that he is my good, my true and great 
wealth? Do I believe that he loves me, or do I throw myself away 
in sadness, forgetting that I am a gift? And then – Am I careful not 
to waste? Am I responsible about how I use things, goods? Am I 
willing to share things with other, or am I selfish? Lastly: Do I con-
sider the weakest as precious gifts whom God asks me to care 
for? Do I remember the poor, those who are deprived of what is 
necessary? 
May Mary, the Woman of the Beatitudes, help us witness the joy 
that life is a gift and the beauty of making a gift of ourselves. 

__________________________________________________ 
Greeting of the Holy Father after the Angelus 
Dear brothers and Sisters! 
It is with great sorrow that I learn of the news arriving from the 
Holy Land, in particular of the death of ten Palestinians, among 
whom is a woman, killed during Israeli military anti-terrorist action 
in Palestine; and of what happened near Jerusalem on Friday 
evening when seven Israeli Jews were killed by a Palestinian and 
three others were wounded as they were leaving the synagogue. 
The spiral of death that increases day after day does nothing oth-
er than close the few glimpses of trust that exist between the two 
peoples. From the beginning of the year, dozens of Palestinians 
have been killed during firefights with the Israeli army. I appeal to 
the two governments and to the international community so that, 
immediately and with delay, other paths might be found that in-
clude dialogue and a sincere search for peace. Brothers and sis-
ters, let us pray for this. 
I renew my appeal regarding the serious humanitarian situation in 
the Lachin Corridor, in the South Caucasus. I am near to all those 
who, in the dead of winter, are forced to cope with these inhu-
mane conditions. Every effort must be made on the international 
level to find peaceful solutions for the good of the people. 
Today is the 70th World Leprosy Day. Unfortunately, the stigma 
associated with this disease continues to cause serious violations 
of human rights in various parts of the world. I express my close-
ness to those who suffer from it and I encourage the commitment 
toward the complete integration of these brothers ans sisters. 
I extend my greetings to all of you who have come from Italy and 
from other countries. I greet the group of Quinceañeras from Pan-
ama and the students from Badajoz, Spagna. I greet the pilgrims 
from Moiano and Monteleone di Orvieto, those from Acqui Terme 
and the boys and girls of the Agesci Cercola Primo Group. 
And now I greet with great affection the boys and girls from Cath-
olic Action from the Diocese of Rome! You have come on the 
“Peace Caravan”. I thank you for this initiative which is so pre-
cious this year because, thinking of the war-torn Ukraine, our 
commitment and our prayer for peace must be even more strong. 
Let us think of Ukraine and pray for the Ukrainian people, who are 
so badly treated. Let us listen now to the message that your 
friends here beside me will read to us. 
[ Announcement of the Apostolic Journey to Africa] 
Dear brothers and sisters, in two days I will depart on an Apostolic 
Journey to the Democratic Republic of the Congo and to the Re-
public of South Sudan. I thank the civil authorities and the local 
bishops for their invitations and for the preparations they have 
made for these visits, and I greet with affection those beloved 
peoples who await me. 
These lands, situated in the centre of the great African continent, 
have suffered greatly from lengthy conflicts. The Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, especially in the east of the country, suffers 
from armed clashes and exploitation. South Sudan, wracked by 
years of war, longs for an end to the constant violence that forces 
many people to be displaced and to live in conditions of great 
hardship. In South Sudan, I will arrive together with the Archbish-
op of Canterbury and the Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland. Together, as brothers, we will make 
an ecumenical pilgrimage of peace, to entreat God and men to 
bring an end to the hostilities and for reconciliation. 
I ask everyone, please, to accompany this Journey with their pray-
ers. 
And I wish everyone a good Sunday. And please, do not forget to 
pray for me. Enjoy your lunch and arrivederci!.           Copyright © 
Dicastero per la Comunicazione - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 



 

 

Reflection for Word of God Sunday 

by Fr Tom Elich, Editor, Liturgy News 

For many decades, the Catholic Church in Australia has taken part 
in National Bible Sunday organised on the third Sunday in July by 
Bible Society Australia. It is good that this is an ecumenical event 
since all Christian Churches hold the Scriptures in common. It is 
always listed among the special commemorations in the official 
Ordo, but I suspect in recent times it has been largely ignored in 

many Catholic parishes. 

Towards the end of 2019, Pope Francis instituted a Sunday of the 
Word of God. This was put down for the Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time. He chose this date because it is close to when the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity is celebrated in the northern hemi-
sphere. This timing is quite impractical for Australia. The dates get 
mixed up with the final weeks of the summer holidays, the return to 
school and the celebration of Australia Day. This is why, many 
years ago, we moved the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity to the 
time between Ascension and Pentecost, which is generally in 
May.   

This raised the question of our date for the Sunday of the Word of 
God. It cannot easily be near to the Christian unity week because 
all the Sundays are taken up with Easter, Pentecost and the so-
lemnities which follow. Should it coincide with National Bible Sun-
day in July? In any case, the Australian bishops have decided to 
keep it close to Pope Francis’ day, so it will be the first Sunday in 
February. This means we can avail ourselves of any resources 
which the Holy See may produce.   

The Importance of the Word of God  

In fact, there were two documents about Scripture released by the 
Holy See on 30 September – one in 2019 and the other in 2020. 
They mark the 1600th anniversary of the death of St Jerome, the 
great Scripture scholar who prepared the definitive translation of 
the Bible into Latin. The first document institutes the Sunday of the 
Word of God, intended to help people to grow in religious and inti-
mate familiarity with the sacred Scriptures. The second gives an 
account of St Jerome, his scholarship, his faith and his “living and 
tender love” of the Word of God. Jerome is proposed as a model 
for inculturating the Gospel and discovering Christ for our time. 

Most are no doubt familiar with the saying of Vatican II: “the 
Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures as she has 
venerated the Lord’s body … offering people the bread of life from 
the one table of the Word of God and the body of Christ (Dei Ver-
bum 21).” In the same vein, the second document quotes St Je-
rome: “We are reading the sacred Scriptures. For me, the Gospel 
is the body of Christ; for me, the holy Scriptures are his teaching. 
And when he says: ’whoever does not eat my flesh and drink my 
blood’ (Jn 6:53), even though these words can also be understood 
of the [eucharistic] Mystery, Christ’s body and blood are really the 
word of Scripture, God’s teaching.” 

Celebrate, Study, Disseminate the Word 

The first Sunday in February is to be devoted to the celebration, 
study and dissemination of the Word of God. The document inau-
gurating this day, Aperuit Illis, offers a number of practical strate-
gies (AI, 3). 

Solemnity. To mark the day with a certain solemnity, a parish 
might choose to use special vestments, candles to accompany a 
procession of the Gospel and incense to venerate the Word.  

Music. Hymns such as God has Spoken by His Prophets (sung to 
Beethoven’s Ode to Joy) will help focus the attention of the assem-
bly (Catholic Worship Book II, 497). Other suggestions include A 
Trusting Psalm (CWBII, 293) and Praise to You, O Christ our Sav-
iour (CWBII, 587).  

Enthronement. It is recommended that the sacred text be en-
throned. Some ambos designed in the 1970s might have a shelf 
on the front for placing the open Book of the Gospels. This day 
would be a good opportunity to use it. It is not, however, generally 
recommended that ambos be designed in this way because the 
liturgical focus is on the proclamation and the hearing and not so 
much on the written text itself. The words on the page come alive 
when they are received. At the end of the Gospel, of course, the 
rubrics direct the priest to kiss the book because it is a sign of the 
living Christ who speaks to us. The enthronement can take place 
on this special day in the sanctuary by introducing a draped lectern 
for the purpose. It might be more suitable, however, to establish a 
chapel of the Word where a copy of the Scriptures is made availa-
ble to people all year round. It may be left open at a text suitable 
for the feast or season. It may be appropriate to enthrone the 
Scriptures at the tabernacle to assist people in their prayer and 
meditation there.  

Homily. A key part of the proclamation of the Word is the homi-
ly. For many of our faithful, in fact, this is the only opportunity they 
have to grasp the beauty of God’s Word and to see it applied to 
their daily lives. Those of us who are preachers should not give 
long, pedantic homilies or wander off into unrelated topics (AI, 5). 

Prayers. One or two intercessions in the Prayer of the Faithful 
should ask that the Word of God touch and transform the hearts of 
Christians. The Eucharistic Prayers for Use in Masses for Various 
Needs would be particularly appropriate. The first of these 
acknowledges that the Word of Christ’s Gospel calls us to unity 
across every people, tongue and nation, and then asks that the 
Church be renewed by the light of the Gospel. 

Commissioning Readers. This might be an ideal day to commis-
sion readers for the new year’s roster. It could also be set aside as 
a training or retreat day for ministers of the Word.  

Bible Study. Sunday of the Word of God would be a good oppor-
tunity to invite the parish community to take part in the Lenten 
reflection on the Sunday Scriptures, or other Bible study opportuni-
ties may be presented.  

Gifts. Pastors, it is suggested, might find ways of giving a Bible or 
a part of it as a gift. The Ordinary Time cycle for Year B in 2021 
follows the Gospel of Mark. This would be an appropriate gift for 
parishioners (it may be available inexpensively from Bible Society 
Australia).  

Daily Prayer. The day presents an opportunity to encourage peo-
ple to read, appreciate and pray daily with sacred Scripture, espe-
cially through the practice of lectio divina. Electronic resources are 
available to help with such a project and can be promoted.  

Let us embrace Sunday of the Word of God to help us launch our 
new year with a deeper and richer encounter with the Risen Lord. 
And if it works well in February, why not do it again on the third 
Sunday in July? 

Fr Tom Elich is a priest of Brisbane Archdiocese and the director 
of Liturgy Brisbane. This article was written for Liturgy News and 
can be published with attribution. 



 

 

Safer Internet Day 2023 7th Feb 2023 
What is Safer Internet Day?   
Safer Internet Day is a global event that brings to-
gether communities, families, schools and organisa-
tions from more than 200 countries to help create 
safer online spaces. 
This worldwide initiative is celebrating 20 years in 
2023, making it a great time to reflect as well as 
look forward.  
Technology has evolved dramatically in the past two 
decades and the benefits have been huge. These 
developments have also exposed us to many risks 
with real-world impacts, making online safety aware-
n e s s  e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t .    
That's why we are calling on Australians to  
C o n n e c t .  R e f l e c t .  P r o t e c t .   
 

Connect safely and with purpose – by keeping apps 
and devices secure and using social media in posi-
tive ways.  
Reflect before we act – by taking a moment to con-
sider how what we do and say online may affect 
others.  
Protect ourselves and others by taking action – by 
telling family, friends or colleagues about eSafety 
a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  h e l p .    
 

By doing these simple things, we can work towards 
making every day a Safer Internet Day. 
 
Information for parents and carers: https://
www.esafety.gov.au/parents 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Sat 5.00pm, Sun. 8.00am & 10.00am  

 

RECONCILIATION 
4.00pm Saturday and during Holy 

Hour  
 

YOUTH MASS 
3rd Sunday of the month, will resume 

once restrictions have eased. 

 

AGED CARE MASSES 
(Subject to change) 

GLAICA: 1st Thu 10.30am 
Estia Tuncurry: 2nd Thu 10.30am 

Estia Forster: 3rd Fri 10.30am 
Baptistcare: 4th Thu 10.30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Holy Name Catholic School K-6 

41 Lake Street, Forster 

Ph: 02 6554 6504 

E:admin@forster.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.forster.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Brooke Stephens 

 

St Clare’s High School 7-12 

Davis Street, Taree 

P: 02 6552 3300 

E:Admin@tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Nicholls 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation 
Forster Tues 9.30am 
Greg 0427 918 568 

Hallidays Point Wed 10am  
John 0417 249 466 

 

Gardening Group 
3rd Monday of the month, 8am 

Church grounds.  
Parish Office 0475 242 695 

 

Family and Friends Group  
Meets monthly, contact Carol and  
Terry Pearson on 0408768729.  

 

Singing Practice 
Ken Heffernan 0475 242 695 

(see parish timetable) 
 

Holy Hour  
Tues 3.30pm in the Church 

 

Finance Council 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 

5.30pm Meeting Room 
 

Pastoral Council 
1st Thursday of the month, 6.00pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Novena to our Lady of  
Perpetual Help and Rosary 
Wed 11.00am in the Church 

Shiony 0411 493 086 
Novena Benediction on the last 

Wednesday of the month.   
 

Secular Franciscan  
Fraternity 

4th Sunday of the month 9.30am 
Barbara Dolahenty 0408 248 018 
 

 The above groups are all subject 
to Covid-19 restrictions, please 

enquire before attending. 

PARISH GROUPS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
BAPTISMS 

Celebrated most Sundays.  
Bookings via the Parish website 

 

MARRIAGE 
Celebrated by arrangement with at 

least 6 months notice. Bookings via the 
parish website 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 
Enrolment via the Parish Website 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA) Parish Office 0475 242 695 

 

CATHOLIC CARE 
Phone: 02 6539 5900 for services   

provided in Forster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PARISH TEAM 

Fr Peter Street - Parish Priest 
Peter.street@mn.catholic.org.au 

Emergency Contact: 0458 327 219 
(Please only calls to this phone no texts) 

 

Danielle Kingdom 
Admin Assistant 

danielle.kingdom@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon 11am-3.30pm, Tue-Fri  9.00am- 3.30pm 

Phone: 0475 242 695 
 

Website: 
www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

 

Follow us on facebook: 
@catholicparishofforstertuncurry 

 

Feedback, complaints or concerns can be 
communicated directly to the Parish Office, 

through our website (Contact Us) or if the 
concern is relating to the safety of a child, 

contact the Office of Safeguarding: 02 4979 
1390 childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Bridgeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 
with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 
position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept 
any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

Serving meals to the community 
from the Parish Hall Mon, Tue, 

Wed, & Thurs 12pm-1pm 
 

For volunteer opportunities contact 

Michelle Robinson: 0447 184 917    

mailto:gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au

