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The Rebuking of Murderous Apostles 
 

It is hard for us to recover the sense of urgency, the sense of peril, which permeated Jesus’ ministry. 

What was the peril? 

That the political powers with its occupying army, and the religious authorities with its power to sway the 
mob, would collaborate to seize Jesus and put him out of the way – for good – their good. 

Hence, Jesus had no permanent home. ‘Even birds have nests’, but he had nowhere to lay his head. This 
‘no-where’ meant he was always on the move, moving from safe-house to safe-house with special pass-
words to give him enough time to teach and heal as the embodiment of divine love. 

Those who wanted to join him had to share the peril and the urgency. There was no time for the normal 
family duties. 

They would have to accompany him until he freely took the risk of going up to Jerusalem. 

Even getting there had its dangers as he determined to pass through Samaria – and for a Jew, that had its 
own perils because the Jews and the Samaritans were of a different ethnic mix and  religious adversaries. 

The Jews and the Samaritans despised each other because each regarded the other as heretics, betrayers 
of the truth, especially the truth as to where God should be worshipped – the Jews said Jerusalem, the 
Samaritans said the hills of Samaria. 

So we are not surprised to read: ‘[The Samaritan villagers] would not receive him because he was making 
for Jerusalem.’ So far as the Samaritans were concerned, Jesus was a heretic on the move.   

The reaction of at least two of Jesus’ disciples was to annihilate these villagers. ‘Seeing this, the disciples 
James and John said, “Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to burn them up?”’   

Jesus’ reaction was immediate and blunt: ‘But He turned and rebuked them.’ 

Our Lord must have been totally frustrated that his closest followers had still not absorbed into their own 
lives his teaching and practice of non-violence in dealing with enemies, perhaps especially, with age-old 
religious enmities. 

How often must Our Lord have rebuked us: 

 – for the massacre of the Muslims in the Crusades 

 – for the murderous cruelty against the indigenous peoples of Central and South America 

 – for the warfare with fellow Christians in Europe. 

As might be expected, recent Popes have spoken out against the killing of innocent people by terrorists 
proclaiming to do so in the name of religion.   

John Paul II: ‘It is a profanation of religion to declare oneself a terrorist in the name of God, to do violence 
to others in his name.’  

That Pope did allow the use of armed force in self-defence or in defence of those for whom one has some 
responsibility, but regarded it as creating severe tension for a disciple of Christ.  

Peter clearly did not experience such tension. He unsheathed his sword and lashed out as Jesus was being 
arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. Just as Jesus rebuked James and John, so he rebuked Peter: ‘Put 
your sword back because all who draw the sword will die by the sword.’ (Matt 26:52) 

We may justly hope that Pope Francis, successor of St Peter, leads us to reflect deeply on the implications 
Of Our Lord’s rebukes to his Apostles.  

But it is one thing for the leadership of the Church to listen and ponder. How often have we, in personal 
relationships, sometimes wished that someone was annihilated? How often have we wished that social, 
political or national enemies were done away with?  

Are we, the followers of the Prince of Peace, also listening – or is the rebuke quite rightly ringing in our 
ears? 
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 Planned Giving Envelopes for the 22/23 financial 
year are available for collection from inside the 
church. Please don’t start using your envelopes 
until the 1st July.  

Parish Timetable  

Mon 
27 JUN 

9am Counters– Team 6 
12pm Community Kitchen  

Tue  
28 JUN 

9.30am Christian Meditation 
12pm Community Kitchen 

Wed 
29 JUN 

11am Novena of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help 
12pm Community Kitchen 

Thu 
30 JUN 

12pm Community Kitchen 

Sat  
2 JUL 

1.30pm Meeting with Teresa Brierley and Fr 
Matthew Muller in parish hall 
5.00pm Vigil Mass 

Sun  
3 JUL 

8.00am Mass 
10.00am Mass 

Parish Notices 

PLANNED GIVING RECEIPTS 
The due date to request a tax receipt for your 
planned giving by is June 30th. After that date you 
will not be able to receive a tax receipt. Please con-
tact the parish office if you would like a receipt.  

Prayer for the appointment of our new 
Bishop 

Shepherding God 
you reveal your way of unfailing love  
in the image of the Good Shepherd 

who seeks the lost, 
shows compassion 

knows and is known by the sheep  
and lays down his life for them. 

We your people of Maitland-Newcastle  
are without a bishop to shepherd us. 

We ask that your Holy Spirit  
who moves through this great south land, 

inspire the choice of our new Bishop, 
empower his ‘yes’ 

and open our hearts in hospitality and love. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help pray for us 
Mary MacKillop of the Cross pray for us. 

SACRISTANS NEEDED: Sacristans assist in the work of 
preparing the church for the celebration of Mass, as well 
as the cleaning up and securing of items that is neces-
sary afterwards. We currently have a very small but dedi-
cated group of Sacristans who give their time to assist 
the priest in setting up for Masses and funerals. We 
would like to see this group grow in numbers to share the 
responsibility with more members of our parish communi-
ty. If you would like to become part of this valuable minis-

try please contact the parish office.  
All members of our parish are invited to attend  
an afternoon gathering with Fr Matthew Muller and 
Teresa Brierley to discuss new parish leadership and 
the pastoral planning needs of the parish.   
 

Date: 2 July 2022 
Time: 1.30pm - 4.30pm 
Place: Parish Hall, 33 Lake Street Forster 
Bring: a plate of food to share 
 

Purpose: Begin or review Pastoral Planning for the Par-
ish and imagine where the parish will be in 6-12 years' 
time.  
Schedule:  
1.30 pm- Gathering and afternoon tea  
2.00 pm- Presentation: New continuous development 
program for Clergy  
2.15 pm- Presentation: Leadership model  
2.30 pm- Strengths/Weaknesses/Opportunities/ Threats 
(SWOT) analysis  
3.30 pm- Discussion: What will the Parish look like in 6 
years and 12 years  
Please contact the parish office if you plan on at-
tending so that we can gauge numbers. Please also 
bring a plate of food to share for afternoon tea. 

PTSD Awareness Day Monday 27 June  

This international day raises awareness about Posttrau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) to ensure more people 
know about the condition and more people who suffer 
PTSD will seek treatment. PTSD is the most common 
mental health disorder after depression. In Australia the 

day is recognised by the Department of Health.  

For more information about PTSD and where to find help 

go to  www.phoenixaustralia.org  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia:  

Our brothers and sisters in Lebanon are suffering due 
to ongoing financial and political instability. As the body of 
Christ we are called to support one another. Will you join 
us as we help them by providing food parcels to 500 
needy families in the diocese of Baalbek, Lebanon? To 
read about the project, or to make an offering vis-

it: www.aidtochurch.org/monthlyproject. 



 

 

THE LATEST NEWS FROM OUR SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS – 26 Jun 22 
 

The Promoters of Safeguarding continue to endorse a culture of safeguarding within the Parish. To this end, your atten-
tion is drawn to the offer by Fire and Rescue NSW to undertake a FREE safety visit to residents across the 
state. Everyone can benefit from a safety visit; however, there are people within our community who are statistically at 
higher risk of incidents occurring, including:  
 Over 65’s.  
 Those who live alone.  
 People with limited mobility, hearing impairments or vision impairments.  
 Residents who are supported by carers, family and friends.  
 Anyone with English as a second language.  
 

Visits will be conducted in line with ongoing health requirements to ensure the safety of firefighters and the community. 
You should discuss any special health requirements with your local station prior to booking a safety visit. Firefighters can 
ensure COVID-19 safety measures such as masks and physical distancing are used during safety visits.  
 

What is a Safety Visit?  
During a Safety Visit, Fire & Rescue personnel will attend your home and check that you have working   smoke alarms, 
that they are in good working condition, and are installed in suitable areas. If you do not have one, firefighters will in-
stall a long-life battery-powered smoke alarm as well as replace existing smoke alarm batteries all at no cost. 
With your permission, firefighters will also ask to be shown around your home and property. This will allow them to give 
you personalised fire safety information including, but not limited to:  
 cooking fire safety  
 heaters and open fires  
 common electrical safety  
 barbecues and LPG cylinders  
 bedroom heating and wheat bags  
 

Firefighters will also provide advice on a fire escape plan in the event of a fire occurring in your home and how to 
call Triple Zero (000) to report emergencies.  
 

How can you organise a Safety Visit?  
You can organise a Safety Visit by calling your closest fire station which provides this service – for the majority of 
our parishioners, this is Forster Fire Station which can be contacted on 6554 6096. If no one is at the station, the call will 
be diverted to a fire officer with whom a home visit can be organised. This program is NOT provided by the Rural Fire 
Service.  

29th June. Sts Peter and Paul, apostles: St. Peter (died c.64). Was the 
brother of Andrew and a Galilean fisherman. He was called by the Lord 
and, despite his obvious human weaknesses, eventually chosen as the 
leader of the Twelve, the ‘rock’ on which the Church was built. After Pente-
cost, he became particularly associated with Antioch and then Rome. He 
was crucified under the Emperor Nero and buried at the Vatican. He is the 
author of the epistle which bears his name. St Paul (died c.64/67). Was a 
tentmaker from Tarsus (then capital of the Roman province of Cilicia, now 
in Turkey), a Pharisee and a Roman citizen. He was initially a persecutor 
of Christians but was converted by the Lord on his way to Damascus. He 
became the Apostle of the Gentiles, preaching the Gospel to the uncircum-
cised, reaching Greece, Italy, Malta and possibly even Spain. He was be-
headed along the Via Ostiense and buried nearby, on this site where the 
basilica bearing his name now stands. He is the author of more than half 
the New Testament.  
 

30th June, First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church. The holy men and 
women are also called the "Protomartyrs of Rome." They were accused of 
burning Rome by Nero , who burned Rome to cover his own crimes. Some 
martyrs were burned as living torches at evening banquets, some crucified, 
others were fed to wild animals. These martyrs died before Sts. Peter and 
Paul, and are called "disciples of the Apostles. . . whom the Holy Roman 
church sent to their Lord before the Apostles' death."  

Saints and Feasts 

Artist: El Greco, 1590-1600. Oil on canvas. 
Museu Nacional d'Art de Catalnya,   

Barcelona  



 

 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 

Sunday 26 Jun 2022 

Priest: Sisters and brothers, with faith in the promise of eternal life, we turn to God with our 

intentions.   

1. Reader: That the Church, guided by the Spirit, will be steadfast in walking the path of integ-

rity and justice. In faith we pray: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. Reader: That nations and governments at war will follow the way of Christ in reconciliation. 

In faith we pray: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. Reader: That those whose home is the street will find shelter and safety within a caring com-

munity. In faith we pray: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. Reader: That our parish community will have confidence to serve the Lord, and follow 

Christ in all we do. In faith we pray: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. Reader: That the sick will find consolation in Christ’s love, especially all those in our parish 

bulletin. In faith we pray: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

6. Reader: That those who have died will walk in the path of eternal life with Christ, especially 

Josephine Camilleri, Florence Howe & Shane Pisani whose anniversaries occur at this time. In 

faith we pray: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Priest: Loving God, your Son shows us the path to the eternal Jerusalem. Hear our prayers and 

help us to serve you always in faith until we take our place in the kingdom of heaven. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Recently deceased:  

Anniversaries:  Josephine Camilleri, Florence Howe & Shane Pisani 

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home and in hospital at this time, may they know the 
healing presence of Christ: 

Michael Meyer, Imogen Ralph, Joe Camilleri, Gerard Cross, Joseph Barnett. & Patricia Doherty  

People will remain on the prayers for the sick for 4 weeks. You can resubmit names as needed.  

A Prayer For Those Unable To Receive Holy Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things,  and I desire to re-

ceive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart.  I embrace You as if You were already there  and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated 

from You. Amen. 



 

 

Sunday 26 Jun 2022 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
Ps 46:2 
All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to God with shouts of joy! 
 

First Reading 
1 Kgs 19:16. 19-21 
A reading from the first book of the Kings 
The Lord said to Elijah: ‘Go, you are to anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat, of Abel Meholah, as prophet to succeed you.’ 
Leaving there, Elijah came on Elisha son of Shaphat as he 
was ploughing behind twelve yoke of oxen, he himself being 
with the twelfth. Elijah passed near to him and threw his cloak 
over him. Elisha left his oxen and ran after Elijah. ‘Let me kiss 
my father and mother, then I will follow you’ he said. Elijah 
answered, ‘Go, go back; for have I done anything to you?’ 
Elisha turned away, took the pair of oxen and slaughtered 
them. He used the plough for cooking the oxen, then gave to 
his men, who ate. He then rose, and followed Elijah and be-
came his servant. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 15:1-2. 5. 7-11. R. cf. v.5 
(R.) You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
1. Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. I say to the Lord: 
‘You are my God.’ O Lord, it is you who are my portion and 
cup; 
it is you yourself who are my prize. (R.) 
 

2. I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even at 
night directs my heart. I keep the Lord ever in my sight: since 
he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. (R.) 
 

3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;  even my 
body shall rest in safety. For you will not leave my soul among 
the dead, nor let your beloved know decay. (R.) 
 

4. You will show me the path of life,  the fullness of joy 
in your presence, at your right hand happiness for ever. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 
Gal 5:1. 13-18 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 
When Christ freed us, he meant us to remain free. Stand firm, 
therefore, and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery. 
My brothers, you were called, as you know, to liberty; but be 
careful, or this liberty will provide an opening for self-
indulgence. Serve one another, rather, in works of love, since 
the whole of the Law is summarised in a single command: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. If you go snapping at each 
other and tearing each other to pieces, you had better watch 
or you will destroy the whole community. 
Let me put it like this: if you are guided by the Spirit you will 
be in no danger of yielding to self-indulgence, since self-
indulgence is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is totally 
against such a thing, and it is precisely because the two are 
so opposed that you do not always carry out your good inten-
tions. If you are led by the Spirit, no law can touch you.  

Gospel Acclamation 
1 Sm 3:9; Jn 6:68 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening; you have the words 
of everlasting life. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel 
Lk 9:51-62 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
As the time drew near for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely took the road for Jerusalem and sent messengers 
ahead of him. These set out, and they went into a Samaritan 
village to make preparations for him, but the people would not 
receive him because he was making for Jerusalem. Seeing 
this, the disciples James and John said, ‘Lord, do you want us 
to call down fire from heaven to burn them up?’ But he turned 
and rebuked them, and they went off to another village. 
As they travelled along they met a man on the road who said 
to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ Jesus answered, 
‘Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 
Another to whom he said, ‘Follow me,’ replied, ‘Let me go and 
bury my father first.’ But he answered, ‘Leave the dead to 
bury their dead; your duty is to go and spread the news of the 
kingdom of God.’ 
Another said, ‘I will follow you, sir, but first let me go and say 
good-bye to my people at home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Once the 
hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon 
Cf. Ps 102:1 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me, his holy name. 

Readings for Next Week 2/3 July 
 

First Reading   
Is 66:10-14 The Lord will prosper Jerusalem.  
 

Responsorial Psalm   
Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20. R. v.1 (R.) Let all the earth cry out to God 
with joy. 
  

Second Reading  
Gal 6:14-18 Paul boasts of the cross of Christ.  
 

Gospel Acclamation   
Col 3:15. 16 Alleluia, alleluia! May the peace of Christ rule 
in your hearts, and the fullness of his message live within 
you. Alleluia!  
 
Gospel   
Lk 10:1-12. 17-20 Jesus sends forth the seventy-two.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The 
prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen.  either: 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 
with your spirit.  or: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And with your spirit. or: 
 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
 
PENITENTIAL ACT 
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our 
sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 
mysteries. either: 
 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers 
and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts 
and in my words, in what I have done and in what I 
have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
(striking the breast) through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the An-
gels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to 
pray for me to the Lord our God. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
For we have sinned against you. 
Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
And grant us your salvation. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
You came to call sinners: 
P: Christ have mercy   or:  P: Christe, eleison. 
R: Christ have mercy or:  R: Christe, eleison. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to inter-
cede for us: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.  
 
The Kyrie follows, unless it has occurred in the Penitential 
Act.  either:        

P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Christ, have mercy. R:  Christ, have mercy. 
P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy.  
 or: 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
P: Christe, eleison. R: Christe, eleison. 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
 
Gloria (when said) 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our pray-
er; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 
 
Let us pray.  At the end of the Collect, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
At the end of the reading: 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
At the Gospel: 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end of the Gospel: 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I 
believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was bur-
ied, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

THE ORDER OF MASS 



 

 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heav-
en and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (all bow) 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the  com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Pray, brethren ... the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for 
the praise and glory of His name, for our good and 
the good of all His holy Church. 
At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and 
just.  
After the Preface 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 

The mystery of faith. either: 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again. or: 
 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we pro-
claim your Death, O Lord, until you come again. or:  
 
Save us, Saviour of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.  
 
Through him, and with him, ... for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven... 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil... 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles... 
Who live and reign for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And with your spirit. 
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. (X2) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed. 
The Body of Christ. Amen.  
The Blood of Christ. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the † Son,  
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 either: 
Go forth, the Mass is ended. or: 
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. or: 
Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your Life. or: 
Go in peace.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
© 2019 design by Rev Fr Peter Street. Text from the Ro-
man Missal 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Sunday 26 Jun 2022 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  

by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

Today’s Gospel, Luke 9:51-62, begins at a turning point in the Gospel of Luke: the moment (9:51) when Jesus sets 
out on the long journey to Jerusalem that makes up the second half of his public ministry. Luke often depicts Jesus in 
the guise and function of the biblical traditions concerning the prophet Elijah. Sensitive to this, the Lectionary propos-
es as First Reading a sequence from the Elijah cycle in the First Book of Kings (1 Kings 19:16, 19-21). This high-

lights, both by contrast and comparison, the depiction of Jesus in the gospel. 

That a grave destiny awaits him in Jerusalem Jesus has already made clear to his disciples (9:22) and this has just 
been confirmed by the Father’s voice (9:35) in the mysterious episode of the Transfiguration (9:28-36). The opening 
reference in the Gospel to the drawing near of the ‘time for him to be taken up to heaven’ alludes to what will be the 
culminating events of his life: his death, resurrection and ascension in a way that will recall the taking up to heaven of 
the prophet Elijah (2 Kings 2:11). As these days draw near, Jesus ‘sets his face to go to Jerusalem’. The language 
recalls the statement of the Servant figure in Isa 50:7: ‘I have set my face like flint’. It conveys the sense of resolutely 
confronting a grim destiny. Messiah and Son of God though he is, this status will not exempt him from treading the 
ordinary human part of suffering and death. On the contrary, it is precisely as faithful to the messianic role the Father 
has laid down for him that he will take this path – entering into the pain and suffering of the world in order to heal it 

from within. 

Two episodes that follow, each in its own way, set a tone or ‘direction’ for the journey that now begins. In the first, a 
Samaritan village proves inhospitable to messengers that Jesus sends before him. Two disciples, James and John, 
propose a violent response to this inhospitality: why not call down fire from heaven to destroy the village? The sug-
gestion has biblical precedent: it recalls exactly what the prophet Elijah did when faced with a similar rebuff (2 Kings 
1:10, 12). But here Jesus distances himself from such a prophetic action. Violence is not his way to deal with inhospi-
tality. Later he will have to confront far more murderous inhospitality in Jerusalem. But again, he will reject responding 

violently to violence (cf. 22:35-38, 49-51). What he would bring to Jerusalem is peace (19:41-44).  

The second episode also both echoes and contrasts with an incident in the life of Elijah, the one actually told in the 
First Reading, from 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21. Elijah recruits Elisha to be his apprentice by throwing his cloak over him as 
he ploughs along with eleven others. Elisha indicates his willingness for a radical change of life by destroying his 
plough, slaughtering the pair of oxen that were towing it, and giving them to his men to eat. Very reasonably, howev-
er, he requests leave to go home and bid farewell to his father and mother. Elijah, for once, is indulgent: he allows 

Elisha to fulfil the duties of filial piety in this way. 

Not so Jesus in the Gospel! He gives three very demanding responses to three people in turn who would be his com-
panions on the journey. He makes clear to the first that following him means a life of wandering, a risky reliance on 
hospitality, with no guarantee of secure and comfortable lodging. The second and third – one called by Jesus, the 
other offering himself – both, like Elisha, want to attend first to family duties (caring for a father in the evening of his 
life; bidding goodbye to the people at home). In contrast to Elijah, Jesus will not allow it, insisting that the urgent claim 
of the Kingdom must have priority. The Kingdom is about rescuing human beings for life in a world that is fast sliding 

to destruction. In the face of such urgency even the most sacred family obligations must give way. 

The Jesus who confronts us here may seem unusually harsh and uncompromising. It is important, I think, to point out 
that the other side of this seemingly harsh stance is the passion for the rescue of human lives that drives him on. Je-
sus is on the march now to a conflict with demonic forces that seek to dehumanise and destroy the world. Those who 

would seek to rescue it for life and for love must share both his passion and the hardships it entails. 

In the Second Reading, Galatians 5:1, 13-18, Paul calls upon his readers to live out the freedom that Christ has won 

for them by allowing the Spirit to create in them the unselfish love of Christ. 

 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 



 

 

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD 
OF CHRIST 

POPE FRANCIS 

ANGELUS 

Saint Peter's Square 
Sunday, 19 June 2022 

Dear brothers and sisters, buongiorno and blessed Sunday! 
Today in Italy and in other countries, the Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is celebrated. Instituted 
during the Last Supper, the Eucharist was like the destina-
tion of a journey along which Jesus had prefigured it 
through several signs, above all the multiplication of the 
loaves narrated in the Gospel of today’s Liturgy 
(cf. Lk. 9:11b-17). Jesus takes care of the huge crowd that 
had followed him to listen to his word and to be freed from 
various evils. He blesses five loaves and two fish, breaks 
them, the disciples distribute them, and “they all ate and 
were satisfied” (Lk. 9:17), the Gospel says. In the Eucharist, 
everyone can experience this loving and concrete attention 
of the Lord. Those who receive the Body and Blood of 
Christ with faith not only eat, but are satisfied. To eat and to 
be satisfied: these are two basic necessities that are satis-
fied in the Eucharist. 
To eat. “They all ate”, writes Saint Luke. As evening fell, the 
disciples council Jesus to dismiss the crowd so they can go 
in search of food. But the Teacher wants to provide for that 
too – he also wants to feed those who had listened to him. 
The miracle of the loaves and fish does not happen in a 
spectacular way, but almost secretly, like the wedding at 
Cana – the bread increases as it passes from hand to hand. 
And as the crowd eats, they realize that Jesus is taking care 
of everything. This is the Lord present in the Eucharist. He 
calls us to be citizens of Heaven, but at the same time he 
takes into account the journey we have to face here on 
earth. If I have hardly any bread in my sack, He knows and 
takes care of it himself. 
Sometimes there is the risk of confining the Eucharist to a 
vague, distant dimension, perhaps bright and perfumed with 
incense, but rather distant from the straits of everyday life. 
In reality, the Lord takes all our needs to heart, beginning 
with the most basic. And he wants to give an example to his 
disciples, saying, “You give them something to eat” (v. 13), 
to those people whom he had listened to during the day. We 
can evaluate our Eucharistic adoration when we take care 
of our neighbour like Jesus does. There is hunger for food 
around us, but also of companionship; there is hunger for 
consolation, friendship, good humour; there is hunger for 
attention, there is hunger to be evangelized. We find this in 
the Eucharistic Bread – the attention of Christ to our needs 
and the invitation to do the same toward those who are be-
side us. We need to eat and feed others. 
In addition to eating, however, we cannot forget being satis-
fied. The crowd is satisfied because of the abundance of 
food and also because of the joy and amazement of having 
received it from Jesus! We certainly need to nourish our-
selves, but we also need to be satisfied, to know that the 
nourishment is given to us out of love. In the Body and 
Blood of Christ, we find his presence, his life given for each 
of us. He not only gives us help to go forward, but he gives 
us himself – he makes himself our traveling companion, he 

enters into our affairs, he visits us when we are lonely, giv-
ing us back a sense of enthusiasm. This satisfies us, when 
the Lord gives meaning to our life, our obscurities, our 
doubts; he sees the meaning, and this meaning that the 
Lord gives satisfies us. This gives us that “more” that every-
one is looking for – namely, the presence of the Lord! For in 
the warmth of his presence, our lives change. Without him, 
everything would truly be grey. Adoring the Body and Blood 
of Christ, let us ask him with our heart: “Lord, give me that 
daily bread to go forward, Lord, satisfy me with your pres-
ence!” 
May the Virgin Mary teach us how to adore Jesus, living in 
the Eucharist and to share him with our brothers and sisters. 
__________________________________ 
After praying the Angelus, the Holy Father continued: 
 

Dear brothers and sisters! 
Yesterday, in Seville, some religious of the Dominican fami-
ly were beatified: Ángel Marina Álvarez and nineteen com-
panions; Juan Aguilar Donis and four companions, of the 
Order of Preachers; Isabel Sánchez Romero, an elderly nun 
of the Order of Saint Dominic; and Fructuoso Pérez 
Marquez, Dominican tertiary layperson. They were all killed 
in hatred of the faith in the religious persecution that took 
palce in Spain in the context of the civil war of the last cen-
tury. Their witness of adhesion to Christ and forgiveness for 
their killers show us the way to holiness and encourage us 
to make their lives an offering of love to God and their broth-
ers and sisters. Let us applaud the new Blesseds! 
Again from Myanmar comes the cry of pain of so many peo-
ple who lack basic humanitarian assistance and who are 
forced to leave their homes that have been burnt down and 
to flee violence. I join the appeal of the bishops of that be-
loved land, that the international community does not forget 
the Burmese people, that human dignity and the right to life 
be respected, as well as places of worship, hospitals and 
schools. And I bless the Burmese community in Italy, repre-
sented here today. 
Next Wednesday, 22 June, the Tenth World Meeting of 
Families will begin; it will take place in Rome and at the 
same time throughout the world. I thank the bishops, parish 
priests and family pastoral workers who have called families 
to moments of reflection, celebration and festivity. Above all, 
I thank the married couples and families who will bear wit-
ness to family love as a vocation and way to holiness. Have 
a good meeting! 
And now I greet all of you, Romans and pilgrims from vari-
ous countries, especially the students of the London Oratory 
School. I greet the participants in the first course on pastoral 
care for the welcoming and care of new life; the faithful of 
Gragnano and the “Pedale Sestese” cyclists’ association of 
Sesto San Giovanni. And let us not forget the suffering of 
the Ukrainian people in this moment, a people who are suf-
fering. I would like you all to keep in mind a question: what 
am I doing today for the Ukrainian people? Do I pray? Am I 
doing something? Am I trying to understand? What am I 
doing today for the Ukrainian people? Each one of you, an-
swer in your own heart. 
I wish you all a blessed Sunday. Please, do not forget to 
pray for me. Enjoy your meal, and arrivederci. 
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Community Care Pantry 
 

The Forster-Tuncurry Community Kitchen 
serves hot meals to the community on 
Mon, Tue, Wed and Thu between 12pm-
1pm. In addition to this service we also 
give out food parcels to families and indi-
viduals in need of pantry items to cook at 
home. We welcome long life food dona-
tions to help us make up these food par-

cels. Some of the items that we accept are: 

 Long life milk 

 Cereal 

 Tins of Corned beef, spam or tinned 

ham 

 Tuna 

 Spaghetti / pasta / rice 

 Tins of tomatoes / tomato paste 

 Pasta sauces 

 Sachets / Cans of soup / casserole 

 Tea, coffee, sugar 

 Tins of corn, baby potatoes, peas, 

beans, carrots, beetroot 

 Tins of fruit 

 2 minute noodles / crackers 

If you would like to make a donation of long 
life food items, they can be dropped into 
the parish office or placed in the food bins 
outside the church. We also have donation 
envelopes for the community kitchen avail-
able in the church and office for anyone 

wanting to make a cash donation.  
 

For volunteer opportunities, contact 

Michelle Robinson: 0447 184 917    

Some parishioners travelled to St. Joseph’s Convent at Lochinvar last Friday to celebrate 

Sr. Louise’s 96th Birthday  



 

 

Ecumenical and Interfaith Council –  

Aboriginal Spirituality Day 

The Ecumenical and Interfaith Council would like 
to warmly invite you to join us to experience an 

Aboriginal Spirituality Formation Day 

Date: Thursday 14 July 2022 
Time: 9.00am to 2.30pm 
Location: Our Lady of Good Counsel Church, 5 

Hyndes St, West Wallsend.  

The day will concentrate on the core elements of 
Aboriginal Spirituality and will begin with Mass of 
the Land of the Holy Spirit, celebrated by Fr John 
Purnell.  

Registration is now open.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ecumenical and Interfaith Council –  

Church Crawl 

The Ecumenical and Interfaith Council would like 
to warmly invite you to join us for a Church Crawl, 
to be held on Saturday 23 July from 9.30am to 
3.45pm.  

We will visit four Newcastle Churches in the one 
day, Christ Church Cathedral, Sacred Heart Ca-
thedral, the Lutheran Church and a Russian Or-

thodox Church.  

It will be an opportunity to unlearn, learn, and 
relearn by hearing about the faith of others, ask-

ing questions and getting to know others.  

Registration is now open.  

What’s happening in the 

Diocese and Surrounds... 

Pastoral Letter to the People of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle  

My brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Our remorse and sorrow at the abuse we as a Church failed to respond too 
adequately and appropriately and perpetrated at the hands of Church men, 
both clerical and lay, is genuine. I continue to be saddened and regret deeply 

what has happened to so many innocent Young people and their families.   

Our Perpetual Day of Remembrance in September is an acknowledgement 
that we did get many things wrong and a reaffirmation to do better into the 

future.   

I reaffirm the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle's commitment to the protection 
of minors and vulnerable persons not only within our Church but also to the 
wider community. Whilst much has been done including educational for-

mation in this space there is still much work to be achieved.  

Of late much has been written about our failings as a Church and by those in 
leadership to abuse, and the victims of abuse. Bishop Bill Wright was a tire-
less crusader in the prevention of abuse in our Church and we have process-
es in place now due largely to his leadership. They are good processes, and 

we commit as a Church to adhering to them.  

The establishment of both the Office of Safeguarding and Zimmerman Ser-
vice is testament to this Diocese' commitment to the prevention of abuse and 
our ongoing desire to support those who have been affected. it is a commit-

ment to be a church of safety and sanctuary.  

Our parishes continue to work hard to be places our Gospels demand them 
to be. By now every parish will have worked through a check list of standards 
for safety and many will have appointed promotors of safeguarding or estab-
lished teams in response to those safeguarding standards. If you haven't 
heard anything about them take the time to ask your parish leadership to 

show them to you.  

These standards will assist us in our ongoing commitment to safety and help 
us remain communities dedicated to the safety of others and for spreading 
the Good News. They are the important next stages in ensuring our commu-

nities, agencies and parishes continue to be safe places for all.  

I am reminded that I was appointed as Parish Priest to Forster Tuncurry and 
again to Boolaroo, Warners Bay and Booragul to serve not only the Catholic 
people but also to the wider community beyond the gates and walls of our 

Catholic Church.  

Abuse takes many forms not solely restricted to sexual abuse and the culti-
vation of minors for illegal purposes. There are many ways abuse is experi-
enced including physical, psychological and financial abuse. Domestic vio-
lence is on the rise, so to many forms of financial 'slavery, experienced by 
women, children, and the elderly especially. Those who experience it often 
feel trapped and feel unseen, unheard and unhelped. The signs are hard to 
see, and during COVID restrictions made harder. We must remain vigilant; 

our eyes and hearts always open.  

I also reaffirm, as a church, our commitment to be a voice for those who ex-
perience any form of abuse. I know we remained silent for too long in the 

past.  

I would like to be able to make a commitment that all forms of abuse will be 
eradicated from our society and certainly our church, but I can't. It is an insid-

ious evil that permeates many parts of society here and abroad.  

What I can make is a continuing commitment to hear, listen and see the 
signs of abuse, to be informed and educated in those signs and to know how 
to respond appropriately and with courage, to ensure that those who are at 
risk are heard and as importantly protected. I know you join with me in so 

making this commitment.  

In Christ,  

Rev Gregory Barker  

Diocesan Administrator  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/aboriginal-spirituality-formation-day-tickets-322900222257
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/church-crawl-tickets-318631875517


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Sat 5.00pm, Sun. 8.00am & 10.00am  

 

 

RECONCILIATION 
9.00am Saturday and during Holy 

Hour  
 

YOUTH MASS 
3rd Sunday of the month, will resume 

once restrictions have eased. 

 

AGED CARE MASSES 
(Subject to change) 

GLAICA: 1st Tues 10.30am 

Estia Forster: 3rd Tues 10.00am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Holy Name Catholic School K-6 

41 Lake Street, Forster 

Ph: 02 6554 6504 

E:admin@forster.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.forster.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Brooke Stephens 

 

St Clare’s High School 7-12 

Davis Street, Taree 

P: 02 6552 3300 

E:Admin@tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Nicholls 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation 
Forster Tues 9.30am 
Greg 0427 918 568 

Hallidays Point Wed 10am  
John 0417 249 466 

 

Gardening Group 
3rd Monday of the month, 8am 

Church grounds.  
David Olliffe 0424 369 485 

 

Family and Friends Group  
Meets monthly, contact Carol and  
Terry Pearson on 0408768729.  

 

Singing Practice 
Ken Heffernan 02 6554 6401  

(see parish timetable) 
 

Holy Hour  
Tues 3.30pm in the Church 

 

Finance Council 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 

5.30pm Meeting Room 
 

Pastoral Council 
1st Thursday of the month, 6.00pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Novena to our Lady of  
Perpetual Help and Rosary 
Wed 11.00am in the Church 

Shiony 0411 493 086 
Novena Benediction on the 1st 

Wednesday of the month.   
 

Secular Franciscan  
Fraternity 

4th Sunday of the month 9.30am 
Barbara Dolahenty 0408 248 018 
 

 The above groups are all subject 
to Covid-19 restrictions, please 

enquire before attending. 

 

PARISH GROUPS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
BAPTISMS 

Celebrated most Sundays.  
Bookings via the Parish website 

 

MARRIAGE 
Celebrated by arrangement with at 

least 3 months notice. Bookings via the 
parish website 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 
Enrolment via the Parish Website 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA) Parish Office 02 6554 6401 

 

CATHOLIC CARE 
Phone: 02 6539 5900 for services   

provided in Forster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PARISH TEAM 

Fr Peter Street - Parish Priest 
Peter.street@mn.catholic.org.au 

Emergency Contact: 0458 327 219 
(Please only calls to this phone no texts) 

 

Danielle Kingdom 
Admin Assistant 

danielle.kingdom@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon 11am-3.30pm, Tue-Fri  9.00am- 3.30pm 

Phone: 02 6554 6401 
 

Website: 
www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

 

Follow us on facebook: 
@catholicparishofforstertuncurry 

 

Feedback, complaints or concerns can be 
communicated directly to the Parish Office, 

through our website (Contact Us) or if the 
concern is relating to the safety of a child, 

contact the Office of Safeguarding: 02 4979 
1390 childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Bridgeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 
with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 
position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept 
any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

Serving meals to the community 
from the Parish Hall Mon Tue, 

Wed & Thurs 12pm-1pm 
 

For volunteer opportunities contact 

Michelle Robinson: 0447 184 917    

mailto:gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au

