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We acknowledge the Worimi people - the traditional custodians of this place 

SUNDAY 8 MAY 2022,      FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C  

        The weekly Bulletin of the Catholic Parish of Forster Tuncurry 

  “Unity in Christ” 
Holy Name of Jesus Church, 31 Lake Street, Forster 2428 NSW   

Ph: 6554 6401 E: forster-tuncurry.parish@mn.catholic.org.au W:www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

Dear Brothers and Sisters. 

Over the next few weeks the Cancer Council is supporting people around the nation to celebrate a 
morning tea in an effort to raise both awareness of Cancer and funds for research into finding a 
cure for this insidious disease. I have registered this parish to take part. On the weekend of the 
21st and 22nd of May after each of the weekend Masses we as a community of the faithful are in-
vited to gather together. We will do this remembering those who have died of this illness and all 
those who have suffered from it over the years. I ask all parishioners to stay after the Masses that 
weekend. Please share some time with each other and enjoy some nice food. I ask everyone to be 
as generous in supporting this as possible. I ask all people to please register their attendance with 
the parish office by 12md on the 20th of May. Please bring along food to share with each other as 
our Parish joins the wider community in this event. 

Over the next few months the Parish Pastoral Council will begin drafting an interim Parish Pasto-
ral Plan. Drafts of this plan will be laid before the Parish by the end of October this year at a pas-
toral gathering. There will be a second pastoral gathering in the first half of next year to ratify the 
interim pastoral plan. Followed by a pastoral Assembly once a new Bishop has been appointed 
and the Diocesan Synod process has concluded. There may well need to be changes to the interim 
pastoral plan in light of the appointment of the new Bishop, hence the interim nature of it. Please 
stay tuned. Please, if you are interested in the medium to long term future of the parish and the 
direction that we should head as we proclaim Christ Crucified and Risen to this part of the world, 
then be involved in the process. It will happen none the less, so you may as well take part. 

As many of you know my holidays are coming up very soon. There will not be a Priest present full 
time in the Parish while I am away. As such, there are no weekday Masses while I am away. Nei-
ther will there be a Vigil Mass on the 4th of June or the 11th of June. At 5pm on these days, there 
will be an opportunity for the community to gather for a Sunday celebration in anticipation of 
Eucharist. People are of course welcome to attend either the 8am Mass or the 10am Mass on the 
next day. On the other weekends all the regular Masses will be covered. I will be in the UK for the 
month of June. I am extremely excited by this. Please note that while away, I will be keeping you 
in my prayers. Please do the same for me. 

As you are aware this nation heads to the polls in a couple of weeks. This election, like every elec-
tion, is important. I will not in any way tell people which way they should cast their ballot. I will 
however, extol each and every one of you to take the decision to prayer, before you cast your vote. 
Further I ask that we each keep the most vulnerable in our society in mind as we turn up to vote. 
If we as disciples turn up to vote and think only of ourselves, then quite frankly, we are doing dis-
cipleship wrong! 

Please consider volunteering in the community kitchen. We always need volunteers and also do-
nations. 

This Sunday is Mother’s Day. Please let us remember all mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, 
and mothering figures in our prayers, be they living or dead. Remember also those who have lost 
children or mothers, and those who for whatever reason cannot be mothers and may find this 
time of year difficult as a result. 

With Love. 

 

Fr. Peter. 



 

 

 The parish office will be closed Mon 9th May—Fri 
13th May. Emails to the parish will be the best form 
of communication during this period. 

 Wed Mass will be moved to 8.00am as Fr Peter needs to 
be in Newcastle. 

FAMILY & FRIENDS GROUP 
15th May- Luncheon at Forster Bowling Club 12 Noon. The 
restaurant section not the bistro. Ring Coral and Alan during the 

week so they can organise tables– 0417 677 037 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please come & enjoy a presentation by Dr Ray Hodgson on 
his book and work in remote Nepal. 

 

Date: Saturday 28th May 2022 
Time: 2pm  
Venue: Forster Catholic Parish Hall, 33 Lake St , Forster  
Cost: By donation- please be generous 
 

Dr Hodgson’s book will be available for 
sale & signing. All funds raised will go to 
the construction of Mothers and Babies 
Hospital in remote Nepal. 

Event arranged by FOGLLS- Friends of 
Great Lakes Library Service 
Bookings: Helen Bryan 0448261095 or  
Helen Duggan  6554 7781 

Prayer for the appointment of our new 
Bishop 

Shepherding God 
you reveal your way of unfailing love  
in the image of the Good Shepherd 

who seeks the lost, 
shows compassion 

knows and is known by the sheep  

and lays down his life for them. 

We your people of Maitland-Newcastle  

are without a bishop to shepherd us. 

We ask that your Holy Spirit  
who moves through this great south land, 

inspire the choice of our new Bishop, 
empower his ‘yes’ 

and open our hearts in hospitality and love. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help pray for us 

Mary MacKillop of the Cross pray for us. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parish Timetable  

Mon 
9 MAY 

9am Counters– Team 8 
12pm Community Kitchen  

Tue  
10 MAY 

9.30am Christian Meditation 
12pm Community Kitchen 
3.30pm Holy Hour, followed by Benediction 
4.30pm Mass 

Wed 
11 MAY 

8.00am Mass 
11am Novena of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
12pm Community Kitchen 

Thu 
12 MAY 

10.00am Mass (Kularoo residents) 
12pm Community Kitchen 
2.30pm Bible study  

Fri 
13 MAY 

9.30am Mass 

Sat  
14 MAY 

9.00am Confession  
9.30am Mass 
5.00pm Vigil Mass 

Sun  
15 MAY 

8.00am Mass 
10.00am Mass 

Parish Notices 

National Volunteer Week is Australia’s largest annual celebra-
tion of volunteering. Volunteering brings people together; it 
builds communities and creates a better society for everyone.  
The theme for Volunteer Week 2022 is Better Together. The 
Diocese and its agencies have more than 6000 volunteers 
who contribute their time each and every day, without our 
volunteers some of our programs and services would not op-
erate.    
National Volunteer Week is a chance for all of us to celebrate 
and recognise the vital work of volunteers and to say thank 
you. This year we will be hosting two events during National 
Volunteer Week.  

RSVP to volunteers@mn.catholic.org.au by 9 May  

PLANNED GIVING RECEIPTS 

Please contact the parish office by phone or email if you re-
quire a tax receipt for your planned giving donations. Please 
only request a receipt if you need it for tax purposes. If you 
don’t need one for tax purposes but are curious about how 
much you have given throughout the financial year you can 

request a planned giving report instead.  



 

 

THE LATEST NEWS FROM OUR SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS – 8 May 22 
 

The Promoters of Safeguarding continue to endorse a culture of safeguarding within the Parish. To this end, your at-
tention is drawn to our Parish commitment to safeguarding children and vulnerable adults. This commitment state-
ment is displayed in a framed poster on the rear wall of our Forster Church.  
 

It states that our commitment will only be achieved if every member of our community strives to be a person who:  
 WANTS our children to grow and to flourish, and have zero tolerance to any attitude and activity that makes chil-

dren less safe.  
 ACTS with integrity, humility and sincerity, being truthful and open-hearted, and accountable and transparent, 

throughout the Parish community.  
 SHOWS care for the rights of all people who are supported by the Parish system that are clear, accessible and 

compliant.  
 LEADS by constant commitment to raising awareness, education, professional development and supervision.  
 LISTENS to others with an open heart and mind, and responds well so that concerns and risks may be identified 

early and addressed.  
 REACHES out with compassion to all who have experienced hurt in our community, restoring relationships and 

building hope through support and acknowledgment.  
 COMMUNICATES openly and honestly so that there is a clear articulation and demonstration of expectations, 

standards, structures and processes for safeguarding throughout the parish. 
 ENGAGES the knowledge and experience of the wider community as needed so that through dialogue and col-

laboration we can continue to grow in safety and well-being of our community and the lives of 
 those that are part of our Parish and who access our services. 

 
 
13th May 2022. Our Lady of Fatima In the small Portuguese village of Fatima, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is said to have appeared to three shepherd children. On six occasions 
between May and October, 1917, Our Lady appeared to Lucia dos Santos and her two 
cousins, Francisco and Jacinta Marto. According to an account of the events given by Lu-
cia, Mary entrusted the children with three secrets and encouraged them to do acts of pen-
ance and say the rosary every day. Thousands of people came to Fatima upon hearing of 
the visions, and on October 13, some 70,000 people reportedly witnessed a miraculous 
solar event. Fatima is now a major site of Marian pilgrimage.  
 
14th May 2022. St Matthias was a disciple of Jesus who bore 
witness to his baptism and resurrection and was present when 
the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples at Pentecost. Because 
of this, his name was put forward as a candidate to become 
one of the twelve apostles, with the departure of Judas. Two 
men were nominated, Matthias and Joseph Barsabas. Lots 
were drawn and Matthias was chosen and enrolled with the 

eleven apostles. Little else is known about his life; there are confusions in some traditions 
with the deeds of Matthew the apostle. Some believe he preached in Judea and then 
Ethiopia before being martyred. 

Saints and Feasts 

St Matthias (c. 1611) by Peter Paul Rubens  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Paul_Rubens


 

 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER  

Fourth Sunday of Easter Year C 

Fr. Peter: Brothers and sisters, in faith as the flock of the Lord, we turn to God with our pray-
ers. 

1. Reader: That the Holy Father, Pope Francis, may continue to guide the Church as a shepherd 
cares for his sheep. In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

2. Reader: That Christians all over the world will be united in Christ as one true flock. In your 
mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

3. Reader: That young men and women will be open to the voice of the Holy Spirit when dis-
cerning their vocation in life. In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

4. Reader: That our parish community may always remember the love God has for us. In your 
mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

5. Reader: That violence, war and conflict in the worlds troubled places, will give way to sincere 
dialogue, leading to peaceful and just solutions. In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

6. Reader: That those who have wandered from the flock will be returned with a strengthened 
spirit. In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

7. Reader: That our mothers will be blessed by God for the love and care they give to us. In your 
mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

8. Reader: That mothers who have lost a child will find comfort in God’s promise of life in 
heaven. In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

9. Reader: That the sick will be comforted through God’s merciful love. In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

10. Reader: That those who have died will be granted eternal life, especially Sister Gladys Gar-
diner RSM & Roydon Avard. And for our deceased Mothers, Grandmothers, and God mothers. 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Fr. Peter: God our Father, you lead your flock to the living water of eternal life. Hear our pray-
ers and help us to trust in confidence that we are always in the care of our true Shepherd. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Recently deceased: Sister Gladys Gardiner RSM & Roydon Avard 

Anniversaries:   

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home and in hospital at this time, may they know the 
healing presence of Christ: 

Michael Meyer, Imogen Ralph, Joe Camilleri & Barrie Coady 

People will remain on the prayers for the sick for 4 weeks. You can resubmit names as needed.  



 

 

Sunday 08 May 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Easter Year C 

 
Entrance Antiphon 
Cf. Ps 32:5-6 
The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of 
the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia. 
 
First Reading 
Acts 13:14, 43-52 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they reached 
Antioch in Pisidia. Here they went to synagogue on the 
sabbath and took their seats. When the meeting broke up, 
many Jews and devout converts joined Paul and Barnabas, 
and in their talks with them Paul and Barnabas urged them 
to remain faithful to the grace God had given them. The 
next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the 
word of God. When they saw the crowds, the Jews, 
prompted by jealousy, used blasphemies and contradicted 
everything Paul said. Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out 
boldly, ‘We had to proclaim the word of God to you first, but 
since you have rejected it, since you do not think your-
selves worthy of eternal life, we must turn to the pagans. 
For this is what the Lord commanded us to do when he 
said: I have made you a light for the nations, so that my 
salvation may reach the ends of the earth.’ It made the pa-
gans very happy to hear this and they thanked the Lord for 
his message; all who were destined for eternal life became 
believers. Thus the word of the Lord spread through the 
whole countryside. But the Jews worked upon some of the 
devout women of the upper classes and the leading men of 
the city and persuaded them to turn against Paul and Bar-
nabas and expel them from their territory. So they shook 
the dust from their feet in defiance and went off to Iconium; 
but the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 99:1-3. 5. R. v.3 
(R.) We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
1. Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. Come before him, singing for joy. (R.) 
 

2. Know that he, the Lord, is God. He made us, we belong 
to him, we are his people, the sheep of his flock. (R.) 
 

3. Indeed, how good is the Lord, eternal his merciful love. 
He is faithful from age to age. (R.) 
 
Second Reading 
Rv 7:9, 14-17 
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 
I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people 
from every nation, race, tribe and language; they were 
standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, 
dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands. 
One of the elders said to me, ‘These are the people who 

have been through the great persecution, and because 
they have washed their robes white again in the blood of 
the Lamb, they now stand in front of God’s throne and 
serve him day and night in his sanctuary; and the One who 
sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. They will 
never hunger or thirst again; neither the sun nor scorching 
wind will ever plague them, because the Lamb who is at the 
throne will be their shepherd and will lead them to springs 
of living water; and God will wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.’ 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Jn 10:14 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, 
and mine know me. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel 
Jn 10:27-30  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
Jesus said: 
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; 
I know them and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life; 
they will never be lost 
and no one will ever steal them from me. 
The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone, 
and no one can steal from the Father. 
The Father and I are one.’ 
 
Communion Antiphon 
The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his 
sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

Readings for Next Week 14/15 May 
 

First Reading   

Acts 14:21-27 Paul and Barnabas journey extensively, 

returning to Antioch.  
 

Responsorial Psalm   

Ps 144:8-13. R. cf. v.1  
(R.) I will praise your name for ever, my king and my 

God.  
 

Second Reading  

Rv 21:1-5 John sees a new Jerusalem.  
 

Gospel Acclamation   

Jn 13:34 Alleluia, alleluia! I give you a new command-

ment: love one another as I have loved you. Alleluia!  
 

Gospel   

Jn 13:31-35 Jesus issues a new commandment, love one 

 another.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The 
prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen.  either: 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 
with your spirit.  or: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And with your spirit. or: 
 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
 
PENITENTIAL ACT 
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our 
sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 
mysteries. either: 
 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers 
and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts 
and in my words, in what I have done and in what I 
have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
(striking the breast) through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the An-
gels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to 
pray for me to the Lord our God. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
For we have sinned against you. 
Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
And grant us your salvation. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
You came to call sinners: 
P: Christ have mercy   or:  P: Christe, eleison. 
R: Christ have mercy or:  R: Christe, eleison. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to inter-
cede for us: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.  
 
The Kyrie follows, unless it has occurred in the Penitential 
Act.  either:        

P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Christ, have mercy. R:  Christ, have mercy. 
P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy.  
 or: 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
P: Christe, eleison. R: Christe, eleison. 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
 
Gloria (when said) 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our pray-
er; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 
 
Let us pray.  At the end of the Collect, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
At the end of the reading: 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
At the Gospel: 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end of the Gospel: 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I 
believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was bur-
ied, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

THE ORDER OF MASS 



 

 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heav-
en and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (all bow) 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the  com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Pray, brethren ... the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for 
the praise and glory of His name, for our good and 
the good of all His holy Church. 
At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and 
just.  
After the Preface 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 

The mystery of faith. either: 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again. or: 
 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we pro-
claim your Death, O Lord, until you come again. or:  
 
Save us, Saviour of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.  
 
Through him, and with him, ... for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven... 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil... 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles... 
Who live and reign for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And with your spirit. 
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. (X2) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed. 
The Body of Christ. Amen.  
The Blood of Christ. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the † Son,  
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 either: 
Go forth, the Mass is ended. or: 
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. or: 
Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your Life. or: 
Go in peace.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
© 2019 design by Rev Fr Peter Street. Text from the Ro-
man Missal 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  

by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

Last Sunday we saw Simon Peter commissioned to take up the pastoral office (‘Feed my lambs; feed my sheep’) pre-
viously exercised by the Good Shepherd himself. The Gospel for today, even though it comes from an earlier part of 
the Fourth Gospel (10:27-30), carries on from that commission in that it pursues the sense of the members of the 
community as ‘sheep’ belonging to the flock of the risen Lord. Though the context of Jesus’ discourse is new (it is 
now that of the Jewish feast of the Dedication, celebrated in commemoration of the rededication of the Temple under 
the Maccabees), the sense of Jesus as Good Shepherd remains implicit as other aspects of the pastoral image are 

developed.  

First of all, members of the community listen to the Shepherd’s voice. They are aware that he is constantly address-
ing them (in the Scriptures and the sacramental life of the Church) and they attune their hearing to the sound of his 

voice and the message it imparts. 

Secondly, there is knowledge. They are confident that the Good Shepherd, like reliable Palestinian shepherds at the 
time of Jesus, has intimate knowledge of each one of them – knows their strengths and weaknesses, their capacities 

and liabilities. This leads to trust and readiness to follow whenever and wherever the Shepherd calls. 

The image begins to move in a fresh direction when Jesus presents himself as the one who gives the sheep ‘eternal 
life’. In the Fourth Gospel, ‘eternal life’ refers to human participation in God’s own eternal being and communion of 
love (1:4, 12-13) – something that begins here and now. Since it is indeed the life of God, it will ensure that the flock 
will not be lost (from eternal life) or stolen from the Good Shepherd. The grasp that binds the flock to this gift of life is 

not simply that of Jesus. Behind him is the grasp of the Father, ‘who is greater than anyone’.  

The strength of these assertions might suggest that once people become believers they gain an automatic assurance 
of salvation. I do not think the evangelist, if pressed, would be quite so absolute as the formulations make him sound. 
We are dealing here with a biblical way of speaking where absolute statements are used to inculcate great confi-
dence in God’s love and power. The gospel is exploring and exploiting to the very limit the richness of the image pic-
turing the relationship between the believing community and the Lord as sheep and Shepherd. In the everyday pasto-
ral world from which the image is taken, sheep get lost and sheep get stolen. Those most vulnerable are those whose 
shepherds are not strong. The Christian community need have no fear in this regard. Their Shepherd is strong with 

the strength of God – indeed, since ‘the Father and I are one’, their ultimate Shepherd is in fact God. 

This final statement stressing the complete unity between Father and Son takes us back to the sublime christology of 
the Prologue at the beginning of the Fourth Gospel: ‘No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is ever in 
the heart of the Father, who has made (God) known’ (1:18). The sense of intimacy, of knowledge, of self-sacrificing 
love that attends the Good Shepherd image in reference to Jesus applies just as much to the disposition of the Father 

in our regard as well. 

In the First Reading, from Acts 13:14, 43-52, the lectionary continues the sequence begun on the Second Sunday of 
Easter presenting ‘snapshots’, as it were, of the life and mission of the post-Easter church. Here it would be important 
not to interpret the account of Paul and Barnabas at Antioch in Pisidia in an anti-Jewish way. It is interesting that after 
preaching to the Jews in the synagogue – the reading omits Paul’s sermon – Paul and Barnabas exhort them to 
‘remain faithfully in the grace God had given them’. This is not the language of conversion from one religion to anoth-
er. It is only a minority of Jews who make trouble and cause Paul and Barnabas to turn to the pagans. But in so doing 
they are actually fulfilling the destiny of Israel to be ‘a light to the nations’, according to the prophecy of Isaiah (42:6; 

49:6; 51:4; 60:3), taken up by Simeon at the Presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:32). 

The Second Reading presents one of the great visions of the Apocalypse (7:9, 14-17), depicting the ultimate triumph 
of the faithful. Not all the faithful are in view but those in particular who have suffered persecution, even death, for 
their fidelity to the faith. The reading links thematically with the Gospel in its insistence that the Lamb (= the risen 

Lord) will be their Shepherd and lead them to springs of living water. 
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POPE FRANCIS 
REGINA CAELI 

Saint Peter's Square 
Sunday, 1st May 2022 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, happy Sunday! 
The Gospel of today's Liturgy (Jn 21:1-19) recounts the third ap-
pearance of the Risen Jesus to the Apostles. It is a meeting that 
takes place by the Lake of Galilee, and above all involves Simon 
Peter. It all begins with him saying to the other disciples: “I am 
going fishing” (v. 3). There was nothing strange about this, since 
he was a fisherman, but he had abandoned this work from the 
time he had left his nets on the shore of that very lake in order to 
follow Jesus. And now, while the Risen One is waiting, Peter, 
perhaps a little disheartened, proposes to the others that he re-
turn to his former life. And the others accept: “We will go with 
you”. But “that night they caught nothing”. (v. 3). 
This can happen to us, out of tiredness, disappointment, perhaps 
out of laziness, to forget the Lord and to neglect the great choices 
we have made, to content ourselves with something else. For 
example, not to dedicate time to talking together in the family, 
preferring personal pastimes; we forget prayer, letting ourselves 
get wrapped up in our own needs; we neglect charity, with the 
excuse of daily urgencies. But, in doing so, we find ourselves 
disappointed: it is that very disappointment that Peter felt, with 
empty nets, like him. It is a road that takes you backwards, and 
does not satisfy you. 
And what does Jesus do with Peter? He returns again to the 
shore of the lake where he had chosen him, Andrew, James and 
John. He does not reproach them – Jesus does not reproach, he 
touches the heart, always – but calls the disciples tenderly: 
“Children” (v. 5). Then he invites them, as before, to cast their 
nets again courageously. And this time the nets are filled to over-
flowing. Brothers and sisters, when our nets are empty in life, it is 
not the time to feel sorry for ourselves, to have fun, to return to 
old pastimes. It is time to begin again with Jesus, it is time to find 
the courage to begin again, it is time to put out to sea again with 
him. Always, faced with a disappointment, or a life that has lost its 
meaning somewhat – “today I feel as if I have gone backwards” – 
set out again with Jesus, start again, put out into the deep! He is 
waiting for you. And he is thinking only of you, me, each one of 
us. 
Peter needed that “shock”. When he hears John cry: “It is the 
Lord!” (v. 7), he immediately dives into the water and swims to-
wards Jesus. It is a gesture of love, because love goes beyond 
usefulness, convenience or duty; love generates wonder, it in-
spires creative, freely-given zeal. In this way, while John, the 
youngest, recognizes the Lord, it is Peter, the eldest, who dives 
towards him. In that dive there is all the new-found enthusiasm of 
Simon Peter. 
Dear brothers and sisters, today the Risen Christ invites us to a 
new impetus – everyone, each one of us – he invites us to dive 
into the good without the fear of losing something, without calcu-
lating too much, without waiting for others to begin. Why? Do not 
wait for others, because in order to go out to meet Jesus, we 
need to be put off balance. We need to be put off balance with 
courage, restore ourselves, but restore ourselves unbalanced, 
taking risks. Let us ask ourselves: am I capable of an outburst of 
generosity, or do I restrain the impulses of my heart and close 
myself off in routine, in fear? Jump in, dive in. This is today’s 
word from Jesus. 
Then, at the end of this episode, Jesus asks Peter, three times, 
the question: “Do you love me?” (vv. 15-16). The Risen Lord asks 
us too today: Do you love me? Because at Easter, Jesus wants 
our hearts to rise too; because faith is not a question of 
knowledge, but of love. Do you love me? Jesus asks you, me, us, 

who have empty nets and are afraid to start out again; who do not 
have the courage to dive in and have perhaps lost our momen-
tum. Do you love me? Jesus asks. From then on, Peter stopped 
fishing forever and dedicated himself to the service of God and to 
his brothers and sisters to the point of giving his life here, where 
we are now. And what about us, do we want to love Jesus? 
May Our Lady, who readily said “yes” to the Lord, help us to re-
discover the impulse to do good. 
____________________________________________ 
After the Regina Caeli 
 

Dear brothers and sisters! 
Yesterday, Don Mario Ciceri and Armida Barelli were beatified in 
Milan. The first was a country deputy parish priest; he devoted 
himself to prayer and confession, visited the sick and stayed be-
side the boys at the oratory, as a gentle educator and safe guide. 
A shining example of a pastor. Armida Barelli was the founder 
and animator of the Female Youth of Catholic Action. She trav-
elled all over Italy to inspire girls and young women to ecclesial 
and civil commitment. She collaborated with Father Gemelli to set 
up a secular women's institute and the Sacred Heart Catholic 
University, which is celebrating its annual day today and has 
named it “With a woman's heart” in her honour. A round of ap-
plause for the new Blessed! 
Today is the beginning of the month dedicated to the Mother of 
God. I would like to invite all the faithful and communities to pray 
the Rosary for peace every day in May. My thought goes to the 
Ukrainian city of Mariupol, “Mary’s city”, barbarically bombed and 
destroyed. Once again, from here, I renew my request that safe 
humanitarian corridors be arranged for the people trapped in the 
steelworks in that city. I suffer and weep, thinking of the suffer-
ings of the Ukrainian people, and in particular, the weakest, the 
elderly and children. There are even terrible reports of children 
being expelled and deported. 
And while we are witnessing a macabre regression of humanity, I 
wonder, along with so many anguished people, if peace is truly 
being sought; whether there is the will to avoid a continued mili-
tary and verbal escalation; whether everything possible is being 
done to silence the weapons. I beg you, let us not surrender to 
the logic of violence, to the perverse spiral of weapons. May the 
path of dialogue and peace be taken! Let us pray. 
And today is Labour Day. May it be a stimulus to the renew of 
efforts to ensure that work is dignified everywhere and for every-
one. And may the world of work inspire the will to develop an 
economy of peace. And I would like to remember workers who 
died at work: it is a widespread tragedy, perhaps too much so. 
The day after tomorrow, 3 May, is UNESCO World Press Free-
dom Day. I pay homage to journalists who pay with their lives to 
serve this right. Last year, 47 journalists were killed worldwide, 
and more than 350 were imprisoned. Special thanks go to those 
who courageously inform us of the wounds of humanity. 
I greet you all, Romans and pilgrims from Italy and many coun-
tries. In particular, I greet the faithful from Spain, Portugal and the 
United States of America, as well as the Maronite parish of Naza-
reth and that of Saint Rita in Warsaw. I greet the “Jubilee” Choir 
of Conselve and the students of Mascalucia. A special thought 
goes to the “Meter” Association, which has for many years com-
batted violence and abuse of minors, always taking the side of 
the little ones. And I also greet the young people of 
the Immacolata. 
 

I wish a blessed Sunday to you all! And please, do not forget to 
pray for me. Enjoy your meal, and arrivederci. 
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The forgotten crisis: famine in the Horn of Africa 
Millions across Eastern Africa are facing extreme levels of hunger and malnutrition, as the region's food insecurity continues to be 
inflamed by ongoing conflict, severe drought, locust plagues and a shortfall in humanitarian funds. The most vulnerable families 
are fleeing their homes in search of clean water, food and farmable land, leading to a significant spike in internally displaced per-
sons in the region. As food supplies dwindle, it is estimated that over 70 percent of displaced persons in need will experience 
hunger. This comes at a time when the Horn of Africa continues to struggle with the macroeconomic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the worst locust plague in 25 years for Ethiopia and Somalia, and the worst in 70 years for Kenya which have de-
stroyed crops across the region and left millions without their harvest after months of labour.  A recent UN report has also de-
tailed the devastating impacts the conflict in Ukraine has had on vulnerable communities that rely on grain supplies sourced from 
the country. 
 

Together, Ukraine and Russia provide 30 percent of the world’s wheat and barley, one-fifth of its maize, and over half of its sun-
flower oil. Many vulnerable communities living in the Horn of Africa rely heavily upon this supply as an essential source of food, 
so the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war has dealt another devastating blow to the food security of countries like Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Somalia. Flow-on effects of this conflict, such as the rising prices of household essentials like maize, a marked decrease in pro-
duction and disrupted supply chains, have also contributed to what has become one of the biggest food crises the region has 
faced in history. On top of that, the Horn of Africa is also experiencing a devastating drought following three consecutive poor 
rainy seasons, exacerbating food and water shortages in the region. Last week, the World Food Programme announced that 20 
million people living in the Horn of Africa could go hungry this year due the combined effects of these crises unless urgent action 
is taken. 
 

Caritas Australia is supporting our African partners, including Caritas Ethiopia, to provide lifesaving essentials to families who 
have been displaced and communities that have been impacted by crippling food insecurity such as: 
 Emergency food supplies to people at risk of hunger and malnutrition. 
 Clean drinking water and sanitation support, including the establishment of latrines. 
 Hygiene assistance, including the distribution of soap, dental supplies and underwear.  
 Shelter and basic household supplies. 
 Emergency cash assistance to the most vulnerable families. 
The unprecedented levels of need in East Africa has led to a significant shortfall of humanitarian funds for this region, as NGOs 
grapple to provide assistance to other major unfolding crises like the Russia-Ukraine war. Your support is urgently needed. 
Please give what you can today to provide lifesaving aid and assistance to families affected by this worsening crisis. 
h t t p s : / / w w w . c a r i t a s . o r g . a u / n e w s / l a t e s t - n e w s / t h e - f o r g o t t e n - c r i s i s - f a m i n e - i n - t h e - h o r n - o f - a f r i c a / ?
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Catholic Earthcare - Laudato Si' Week - 16 - 
24 May 

As this celebration approaches, Caritas is encouraging 
you to take a look at the Catholic Earthcare process for 
parishes via the green button at https://
catholicearthcare.org.au. Catholic Earthcare has made it 
easy for parishes to take up the Bishops’ invitation to jour-
ney towards these 7 goals and to becoming living Lauda-
to Si’ communities. They invite you to join the growing 
number of Earthcare parishes across the nation who’ve 

begun this journey.  

As part of Catholic Earthcare’s celebration of Laudato Si’ 
Week, they are hosting an online screening of the newly 
released 'Regenerating Australia' short film - a fictitious 
news segment set on New Year’s Eve 2029, examining 
the decade that 'could be'. The film challenges us to con-
sider how we respond to the Cry of the Earth. The event 
will be joined by Bishop Ken Howell and a range of guest 
speakers to share in this celebration. After the film, there 
will be a panel discussion and question time regarding 
how we can take the teachings of the film and respond as 

Catholics here in Australia.  
 

You are welcome to join by yourself, or register a parish 
group for the viewing. [Please note if registering for a 
group, only 1 person need register via Trybooking]. The 
video will be streamed via zoom so you can watch togeth-

er on a large screen at a suitable venue like a parish hall.  
 

The online event will be held on Tuesday 17th May from 
6pm - 8pm AEST, 4pm - 6pm AWST. Bookings at: https://

www.trybooking.com/BZADT  
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

AUTUMN RETREAT Murrurundi- an ecumenical day of 
quiet contemplation, reflection on the    season, imagining 
and nature.  St Paul’s Church Hall   Saturday 14th May 
2022 10-2.30pm Morning Tea will be provided , Please 

bring your own lunch  or purchase from nearby Café. 

All welcome.  Contacts: Amanda 0401 373 481 man-

dywharton@yahoo.com  Lindy 0417 013 055     
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

Christian Formation Course 
 

Are you wanting to know more about Christianity and de-

velop a deeper understanding of the Catholic Church?  

The Christian Formation Course is a learning experience 
that allows participants to explore the foundational ele-
ments of the Catholic Faith Tradition in community. This 
course introduces participants to scripture, theology, 

church history, sacramental life and liturgy.  

The Course runs across twelve (12) months and compris-

es eight (8) units  

All who complete the Course are awarded a diocesan 

Certificate in Christian Formation  

By engaging in the course, it is hoped participants will:  

become more confident in understanding the Catholic 

faith, grow in their capacity to reflect on their life’s journey   

realise that Christian faith is nurtured in community  

be affirmed in their gifts for participating in the life of the 

faith community  

grow in awareness of what it means to be a responsive 

member of the faith community.  

The course will commence in July 2022.  For more infor-
mation go to: www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/

catholic-life/faith-formation/christian-formation-course 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) Pres-
ence and Power Conference 2022 

The Presence and Power conference is being held 21st -
22nd May. Since the January retreat cancellation, there is 
a change of location and it is day registration only; this is 
a wonderful opportunity to come together again, to be 

refreshed and renewed.  

There are two ways to register for the conference. Online 

link is:  https://form.jotform.com/220861063612852   

For more information, contact email@ccrnsw.org.au 
________________________________________________________________________________________  

One Step Community Walk with former refugees 

What’s happening in the Diocese anD surrounDs... 

https://catholicearthcare.org.au/
https://catholicearthcare.org.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=896473&
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=896473&
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/faith-formation/christian-formation-course
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/faith-formation/christian-formation-course
https://form.jotform.com/220861063612852


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Sat 5.00pm, Sun. 8.00am & 10.00am  

 

 

RECONCILIATION 
9.00am Saturday and during Holy 

Hour  
 

YOUTH MASS 
3rd Sunday of the month, will resume 

once restrictions have eased. 

 

AGED CARE MASSES 
(Subject to change) 

GLAICA: 1st Tues 10.30am 

Estia Forster: 3rd Tues 10.00am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Holy Name Catholic School K-6 

41 Lake Street, Forster 

Ph: 02 6554 6504 

E:admin@forster.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.forster.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Brooke Stephens 

 

St Clare’s High School 7-12 

Davis Street, Taree 

P: 02 6552 3300 

E:Admin@tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Nicholls 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation 
Forster Tues 9.30am 
Greg 0427 918 568 

Hallidays Point Wed 10am  
John 0417 249 466 

 

Gardening Group 
3rd Monday of the month, 8am 

Church grounds.  
David Olliffe 0424 369 485 

 

Family and Friends Group  
Meets monthly, contact Carol and  
Terry Pearson on 0408768729.  

 

Singing Practice 
Ken Heffernan 02 6554 6401  

(see parish timetable) 
 

Holy Hour  
Tues 3.30pm in the Church 

 

Finance Council 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 

5.30pm Meeting Room 
 

Pastoral Council 
1st Thursday of the month, 6.00pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Novena to our Lady of  
Perpetual Help and Rosary 
Wed 11.00am in the Church 

Shiony 0411 493 086 
Novena Benediction on the 1st 

Wednesday of the month.   
 

Secular Franciscan  
Fraternity 

4th Sunday of the month 9.30am 
Barbara Dolahenty 0408 248 018 
 

 The above groups are all subject 
to Covid-19 restrictions, please 

enquire before attending. 
 
 
 

 

PARISH GROUPS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
BAPTISMS 

Celebrated most Sundays.  
Bookings via the Parish website 

 

MARRIAGE 
Celebrated by arrangement with at 

least 3 months notice. Bookings via the 
parish website 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 
Enrolment via the Parish Website 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA) Parish Office 02 6554 6401 

 

CATHOLIC CARE 
Phone: 02 6539 5900 for services   

provided in Forster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PARISH TEAM 

Fr Peter Street - Parish Priest 
Peter.street@mn.catholic.org.au 

Emergency Contact: 0458 327 219 
(Please only calls to this phone no texts) 

 

Danielle Kingdom 
Admin Assistant 

danielle.kingdom@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon 11am-3.30pm, Tue-Fri  9.00am- 3.30pm 

Phone: 02 6554 6401 
 

Website: 
www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

 

Follow us on facebook: 
@catholicparishofforstertuncurry 

 

Feedback, complaints or concerns can be 
communicated directly to the Parish Office, 

through our website (Contact Us) or if the 
concern is relating to the safety of a child, 

contact the Office of Safeguarding: 02 4979 
1390 childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Bridgeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 
with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 
position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept 
any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

Serving meals to the community 
from the Parish Hall Mon Tue, 

Wed & Thurs 12pm-1pm 

mailto:gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au

