
 

 

    Bridgeside Bulletin 

We acknowledge the Worimi people - the traditional custodians of this place 

SUNDAY 3 OCTOBER 2021,   TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B  

The weekly Bulletin of the Catholic Parish of Forster Tuncurry 

“Unity in Christ” 
Holy Name of Jesus Church, 31 Lake Street, Forster 2428 NSW   

Ph: 6554 6401 E: forster-tuncurry.parish@mn.catholic.org.au W:www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 

This week the solar panels have begun to be installed. This is an exciting phase in the redevelop-
ment of this site. It marks the conclusion of it. To those who have been so very generous in do-
nating towards this project I say thank you from the bottom of my heart. You have shown just 
how important the church building and indeed the Church is. You have helped the Parish be-
come a leader not just in word but, also in action, when it comes to the care of our “common 
home”. I hope and pray that in the lead up to the climate summit in Glasgow, world leaders 
could take a leave out of our book. If anybody would like to donate towards the completion of 
this, donations are still being accepted. I ask that you take this to prayer, and if you are able to 
contribute to please do so. 

Throughout the week there have been some very generous donations towards the plaques for the 
“Rosary Walk”. To those who have donated thank you. The “Rosary Walk” is the Wallis Lane side 
of the Church. The Gardening Group have all worked very hard to beautify that spot. The plaques 
will list the mysteries of the Rosary, so that people can walk up and down the path way among 
the beautiful flowers while praying the Rosary. It has the added bonus of providing something 
nice to look at if I am giving a boring homily! If you would like to donate a plaque (in part or in 
whole) please see me after Mass or contact the office.  

As mentioned last week we will as a community begin praying the Rosary before each Mass in 
October, the month of the Rosary. These prayers will be for Bishop Bill. It will be an act of love 
from our community for the man who has been our Bishop these last 10 years. These prayers 
will, as we hold him before the Lord, help him in his battle against cancer. I hope that each of us 
feel able to participate in this prayer time before each Mass. Could anybody who would like to 
lead the Rosary before a  Mass please contact the office and register your interest. 

As we are fast approaching November, my mind turns toward November Masses. People will be 
able to make a Mass Offering to have a Mass said for deceased relatives and friends during this 
special Month where we remember the dead. There will be a Mass at some point throughout the 
month of November to remember those from our community who have died in the last 12 
months. We will invite their relatives and friends to join us so that we can pray with them, for 
them and for their loved ones. There will also be a special service held during November to re-
member those who care for the sick and dying, be they medical professionals, family members, 
allied health staff or palliative care workers. More details will follow about this. I ask the Parish 
to get behind this effort. Also during November the Columbarium will be blessed and officially 
opened, again more details to follow. Please note that Mass for All Saints day (November 1), will 
be at 9.30 am on Monday the 1st of November. All Souls day Mass (November 2) will be at 
9.30am and 4.30pm following the Holy Hour as is normal for a Tuesday. 

This coming week the Plenary Council begins. Let us all pray that those who are members do in-
deed “hear what the Spirit is saying” and do not attempt to push their own agenda. Let us hold 
all of them in prayer. 

With Love. 

Fr. Peter. 



 

 

 THE LATEST NEWS FROM OUR 
SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS 

 

The Promoters of Safeguarding continue 
to endorse a culture of safeguarding within 
the Parish. To this end, parishioners are 
reminded of the importance of listening to 
children. This shows them that you really 
care and respect that they are worth listen-
ing to. This also helps them feel special 
and respected.  
 

Being listened to helps children to practise 
putting ideas into words, explore their feel-
ings and develop self-confidence. When 
you listen to children, you benefit by learn-
ing more about how they think and feel, 
and what they need.  
Children will chat more freely when they 
are doing something with you, such as:  
 going shopping together  
 walking the dog  
 sitting at a table and sharing a 

meal  
 watching a tv program together  
 doing a puzzle or making some-

thing together  
Bedtime is a great talk time. Then your 
child knows that you are a captive audi-
ence.  
 

Really pay attention to what a child is say-
ing, rather than doing or thinking about 
sometime else. Show you are listening by 
nodding, smiling or mirroring the feelings 
of the child’s story. Say things like, “Yes, I 
see!” or “He didn’t, did he?’’  
 

Ask general questions like, “What hap-
pened next?” or “What did you think about 
that?” This helps to develop their own ide-
as and shows that you are interested. Ask 
about the best things that happened in the 
child’s day. Ask about their friends. Ask 
their opinions about things. Ask how they 
would solve a problem…but always re-
spect their answers. Remember what a 
child has done during the day so that you 
can ask the best questions. If you are 
reading a book to children, discuss it with 
them. Pause at the end of each page for 
them to comment.  
 

Remember that it is important to strive to 
improve environments for children so that 
they feel safe to share their ideas and talk 
about their worries so that they can report 
any concerns they have.  

 

The Parish Office and Community 
Kitchen will both be closed on Monday 
4th October due to the public holiday. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Gardening Group has changed 
their regular working bee morning to the 
3rd Monday of the month. This will 
commence on Mon 18th Oct. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A huge thank you to Jack Piscopo from 
Jack Piscopo Constructions who built 
and donated kneelers for our church.  
 

 
 
 
 

Parish Timetable  

WEEKDAY MASS 
4 Oct—9 OCT 
MON: 9.30am 
TUE: 4.30pm 
WED: 9.30am 
THU: 4.30pm 
FRI: 9.30am 
SAT: 9.30am 

Mon 
4 OCT 

 Parish Office is 
closed 

 Community Kitchen 
is closed 

9am Counters– Team 4 

Tue  
5 OCT 

9.30am Christian Meditation 
12pm Community Kitchen 
3.30pm Holy Hour, followed 
by Benediction  

Wed 
6 OCT 

11am Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help  
12pm Community Kitchen 

Thu 
7 OCT 

12pm Community Kitchen 
3.30pm Holy Hour, followed 
by Benediction  

OPEN THE DOOR by Joyce Rupp 
We would like to invite anyone who is 
interested in joining us in the study of 
‘Open The Door’ by Joyce Rupp to give 
us a call.  The book is about journeying to 
your true self – a very rich resource for 
opening the doors of our spiritual life!  If 
this appeals to you in any way give it a go 
and join us.  If you are interested please 
call any one of us:  Monique : 0419 212 
350,  Teresa : 0407 557 127 or Grace 
0415 409 637.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Feast day of St Francis of Assisi  
In honour of the Feast day of St Francis 
of Assisi there will be a special Mass on 
his feast day this Monday the 4th of Octo-
ber at 9.30am. Please come and join with 
the Secular Franciscan Fraternity on this 
special feast day. Let us pray through the 
intersession of this great saint for the 
Church to be rebuilt and for the care and 
protection of our common home.  
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Safeguarding Training 
The Office of Safeguarding is offering 
Safeguarding Training locally in the par-
ish hall for volunteers. If you are a current 
volunteer or thinking of volunteering in 
the future then this training session is 
beneficial to you.  Safeguarding Training 
is mandatory for those volunteering in 
child related ministries or working with 
vulnerable people in the community.  
Date: Friday 29th October 
Time: 11.30am—3pm 
Location: Parish hall, 31 Lake Street, 
Forster 
Registrations: 02 4979 1390 oosgtrain-
ing@mn.catholic.org.au 

Parish Notices  

8am Mass at Holy Name of Jesus 
Church Live Stream 

 

When: Oct 3, 2021 07:30  
Topic: 8am Mass 3/10/21 
Please use the link below to join the 
webinar: 
h t t p s : / / m n c a t h o l i c . z o o m . u s /
j/67721449675 
Passcode: Mass 

Columban Art Calendars 2022  
Now available in church for $15 ea 



 

 

Saints and Feasts 
 

 

4/10 /19 - St Francis of Assisi was born the son of a wealthy merchant of Assisi in 1181. After a conver-

sion experience as a young man, St Francis renounced his inheritance and even his clothes, instead 

wearing the simple garments given to him by the bishop of Assisi. Living a life of extreme poverty, St 

Francis preached in the streets, begged for his sustenance, served the sick and lived in harmony with 

nature. After attracting followers, he founded the Franciscan order in 1209. He continued living in poverty, 

preaching and working with lepers. In 1221 he resigned as the head of the Franciscans. After living in 

meditation on Mount Alvernia he received the stigmata, which bled periodically for the remaining two 

years of his live. His prayer, ‘Canticle of the Sun’, epitomises St Francis’ communion with God and the 

universe and makes him an obvious patron of environmental causes. 
  

7/10/19 – Our Lady of the Rosary. On October 7, the first Sunday of October in the year 1571, Don Juan 

of Austria gained his famous naval victory over the Turks at Lepanto. In thanksgiving for this event, which 

he attributed to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin through the recitation of the Holy Rosary, St Pius V 

instituted an annual feast under the tile of Our Lady of Victory. His immediate successor, Gregory XIII, 

changed the title to that of the Rosary, and granted its Office to all churches in which there was an altar 

dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary.  
 

9/10/19 - St John Leonardi was born in Lucca, Tuscany, in 1541. He worked as a pharmacist, but gave up 

this career to study for the priesthood. He was ordained a priest in 1572 and two years later formed a 

group of lay people who worked to implement the teachings and reforms of the Council of Trent. He organ-

ised groups of priests to live in the community instead of monasteries, but this radical approach was met 

with much opposition and he spent some time in exile. In 1583 his congregation was eventually recognised 

by Pope Gregory XIII; in 1614 they adopted the name, Clerks Regular of the Mother of God. In addition to 

his on going reform activities, he founded four more religious orders and cofounded a seminary for mis-

sionary priests. He died on October 9, 1609 after contracting influenza while nursing epidemic victims. He 

is the patron saint of pharmacists.  

Why We Do The Things We Do  

bite-size explanations of Catholic practices 

Why do we shake hands? Before receiving communion, the celebrant invites the congregation to ‘offer one another a sign of 
peace’, usually in the form of a handshake, smile or embrace. By this action we affirm our relationship as brothers and sisters in 
Christ. It is a genuine sign of reconciliation that prepares us for the profound act of intimacy which is signified when we share at 
the one Eucharistic table. So, you see, the sign of peace is more than a ‘nice’ thing to do. It is an expression of the bond that 
unites us as Christians. Think about it next time you offer this sign. Please. No ‘dead-fish’ handshakes! Extend your hand with 

warmth and conviction. 

Why do we say ‘amen’ when we receive communion? ‘Amen’ is a prayerful way of affirming our religious convictions. When 
we say ‘Amen’ as we receive communion we affirm our belief in the great mystery of the Eucharist. St Augustine had a great 
way of looking at it. He suggested that when we receive the host we should say a double amen. ‘Amen’ (Yes!) I believe this to 
be not just a piece of bread but the body of Christ. And ‘Amen’ (Yes!) I believe this to be not just a bunch of people but the body 

of Christ, a faith family called to a life of loving unity (a communion). 

What’s that little light? Christ is the light of the world! That little red light you see glowing on the sanctuary near the tabernacle 
indicates the presence of Christ in the form of Eucharistic bread. We acknowledge this Eucharistic presence when we genuflect 

(kneel on one knee). In our Christian tradition, genuflection is an act of adoration of Jesus Christ as Lord. 

Go! ‘Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,’ says the celebrant at the end of Mass. This concluding rite is best understood as a 
commissioning. Renewed in our relationship as brothers and sisters in the body of Christ, we are sent forth to share Christ’s love 
with others. In fact, the word ‘Mass’ is derived from the Latin word missa which in turn is derived from ‘mittere’: to send. As you 
leave church today, think of how you can reach out to one specific person. Find a practical way of sharing with that person the 

strength you have drawn from this Eucharistic celebration. 



 

 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER  

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B  

Fr:   God is our strength and our help. With confidence, then, let us turn to him with our  
  needs.  

Reader:  That the Pope and the College of Bishops may continue to faithfully serve the Lord. 

  In your love: 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That those who minister in the Church will be strengthened by the Holy Spirit. 

  In your love: 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That those involved with the Plenary Council will listen to what the Spirit is saying. 

  In your love: 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That those in public life will show respect for the name and worship of Christ. 

  In your love: 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That the needy of the world will find in us generous and listening hearts.  

  In your love: 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That those affected by the pandemic will be helped by your healing Spirit.  

  In your love: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That Bishop Bill Wright and all the sick will be comforted by our prayers.  

  In your love: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That all in our society will act in a way that protects all life.  

  In your love: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That those who are in a cycle of addiction, may be freed from all that binds them.  

  In your love: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That migrants and refugees will be treated with the love and respect.  

  In your love: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That this parish will be known for its love of God and concern for one another. 

  In your love: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Reader:  That those who have gone before us will enjoy God’s loving presence, including Peter  

  Lahood, Michelle Roet & Patricia Adriane who have died recently and Peter Craig & Sean 
  D’Arcy whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

  In your love: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

Fr:   Merciful Father we acknowledge our dependence on you. Hear our prayers that we may  

  devote ourselves to serving you and living out your commandments of love through Christ 
  our Lord. 

All:   Amen. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Recently Deceased: Peter Lahood, Michelle Roet & Patricia Adriane  

Anniversary:  Peter Craig & Sean D’Arcy  

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home and in hospital at this time, may they know the healing 
presence of Christ: 

Bishop William Wright, Max Dunn, Ken Vote, Michael Dolahenty 
  

People will remain on the prayers for the sick for 4 weeks and will then be taken off automatically. You can resubmit 
names as needed.  



 

 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time Year B 
 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
Cf. Est 4:17 
Within your will, O Lord, all things are 
established, and there is none that 
can resist your will. For you have 
made all things, the heaven and the 
earth, and all that is held within the 
circle of heaven; you are the Lord of 
all. 
 

First Reading 
Gen 2:18-24 
A reading from the book of Genesis 
The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that 
the man should be alone. I will make 
him a helpmate.’ So from the soil the 
Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts 
and all the birds of heaven. These he 
brought to the man to see what he 
would call them, each one was to 
bear the name the man would give it. 
The man gave names to all the cattle, 
all the birds of heaven and all the wild 
beasts. But no helpmate suitable for 
man was found for him. So the Lord 
God made the man fall into a deep 
sleep. And while he slept, he took one 
of his ribs and enclosed it in flesh. 
The Lord God built the rib he had tak-
en from the man into a woman, and 
brought her to the man. The man ex-
claimed: ‘This at last is bone from my 
bones, and flesh from my flesh! This 
is to be called woman, for this was 
taken from man.’ This is why a man 
leaves his father and mother and joins 
himself to his wife, and they become 
one body. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 127. R. v.5 
(R.) May the Lord bless us 
all the days of our lives. 
1. O blessed are those who fear the 
Lord and walk in his ways!  By the 
labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. (R.) 
2. Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house; your chil-
dren like shoots of the olive, around 
your table. (R.)  

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed the 
man who fears the Lord. May the Lord 
bless you from Zion in a happy Jeru-
salem all the days of your life! May 
you see your children’s children. 
On Israel, peace! (R.) 
 

Second Reading 
Heb 2:9-11 
A reading from the letter to the He-
brews 
We see in Jesus one who was for a 
short while made lower than the an-
gels and is now crowned with glory 
and splendour because he submitted 
to death; by God’s grace he had to 
experience death for all mankind. 
As it was his purpose to bring a great 
many of his sons into glory, it was 
appropriate that God, for whom every-
thing exists and through whom every-
thing exists, should make perfect, 
through suffering, the leader who 
would take them to their salvation. For 
the one who sanctifies, and the ones 
who are sanctified, are of the same 
stock; that is why he openly calls 
them brothers. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
cf. 1 Jn 4:12 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
If we love one another, 
God will live in us in perfect love. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel 
Mk 10:2-16 
A reading from the Gospel according 
to Mark 
Some Pharisees approached Jesus 
and asked, ‘Is it against the law for a 
man to divorce his wife?’ They were 
testing him. He answered them, ‘What 
did Moses command you?’ ‘Moses 
allowed us’ they said ‘to draw up a 
writ of dismissal and so to divorce.’ 
Then Jesus said to them, ‘It was be-
cause you were so unteachable that 
he wrote this commandment for you. 
But from the beginning of creation 
God made them male and female. 
This is why a man must leave father 
and mother, and the two become one 

body. They are no longer two, there-
fore, but one body. So then, what God 
has united, man must not divide.’ 
Back in the house the disciples ques-
tioned him again about this, and he 
said to them, ‘The man who divorces 
his wife and marries another is guilty 
of adultery against her. And if a wom-
an divorces her husband and marries 
another she is guilty of adultery too.’ 
People were bringing little children to 
him, for him to touch them. The disci-
ples turned them away, but when Je-
sus saw this he was indignant and 
said to them, ‘Let the little children 
come to me; do not stop them; for it is 
to such as these that the kingdom of 
God belongs. I tell you solemnly, any-
one who does not welcome the king-
dom of God like a little child will never 
enter it.’ Then he put his arms round 
them, laid his hands on them and 
gave them his blessing. 
 

Communion Antiphon 
Lam 3:25 
The Lord is good to those who hope 
in him, to the soul that seeks him . 
 

 

Readings for Next Week 9/10 Oct 
 

First Reading  

Wis 7:7-11 Wisdom brings all good 

things. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  
Ps 89:12-17. R. v.14 (R.) Fill us with 
your love, O Lord, and we will sing 

for joy!   
 

Second Reading  

Heb 4:12-13 Nothing is hidden from 

God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation  

Mt 5:3 Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the 
poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven 

is theirs!  Alleluia!  
 

Gospel  

 Mk 10:17-30 A man asks Jesus 
what he has to do to enter the king-

dom. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The 
prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen.  either: 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 
with your spirit.  or: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And with your spirit. or: 
 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
 
PENITENTIAL ACT 
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our 
sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 
mysteries. either: 
 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers 
and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts 
and in my words, in what I have done and in what I 
have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
(striking the breast) through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the An-
gels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to 
pray for me to the Lord our God. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
For we have sinned against you. 
Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
And grant us your salvation. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
You came to call sinners: 
P: Christ have mercy   or:  P: Christe, eleison. 
R: Christ have mercy or:  R: Christe, eleison. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to inter-
cede for us: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.  
 
The Kyrie follows, unless it has occurred in the Penitential 
Act.  either:        

P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Christ, have mercy. R:  Christ, have mercy. 
P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy.  
 or: 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
P: Christe, eleison. R: Christe, eleison. 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
 
Gloria (when said) 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our pray-
er; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 
 
Let us pray.  At the end of the Collect, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
At the end of the reading: 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
At the Gospel: 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end of the Gospel: 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I 
believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was bur-
ied, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

THE ORDER OF MASS 



 

 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heav-
en and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (all bow) 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the  com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Pray, brethren ... the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for 
the praise and glory of His name, for our good and 
the good of all His holy Church. 
At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and 
just.  
After the Preface 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 

The mystery of faith. either: 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again. or: 
 

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we pro-
claim your Death, O Lord, until you come again. or:  
 
Save us, Saviour of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.  
 
Through him, and with him, ... for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven... 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil... 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles... 
Who live and reign for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And with your spirit. 
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. (X2) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed. 
The Body of Christ. Amen.  
The Blood of Christ. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the † Son,  
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 either: 
Go forth, the Mass is ended. or: 
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. or: 
Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your Life. or: 
Go in peace.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
© 2019 design by Rev Fr Peter Street. Text from the Ro-
man Missal 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  

by Brendan Byrne SJ 

 

The issue of marriage and divorce, which is the common theme between the First Reading and the Gospel today, 
appears rather intrusively at this point in Mark’s Gospel. Jesus has been instructing his disciples concerning his com-
ing passion. The next issue will be that of the detachment discipleship will require in the matter of wealth. It may be 
that St Mark has placed these two issues – radical fidelity in married life and radical detachment in the matter of 
wealth – one after the other at this point as concrete illustrations of the demands of discipleship. That is, both have to 
do with areas where the following of Jesus takes on a path that runs strongly counter to prevailing customs and 

standards – something as valid, of course, in our own day as in the time of Jesus. 

That said, any pastor would be aware that no Sunday Gospel read out through the year will require more sensitive 
handling than this one. Any congregation today will include a considerable number of people in second marriages or 
people with family members in that situation. In many, if not most cases, the situation will have come about through 
circumstances beyond their control or from which they cannot now responsibly free themselves. To simply read out 
the rulings of Jesus in the Gospel without comment or nuance would be to turn Gospel into Law and simply add to a 

burden of guilt that may already be oppressive. 

It does seem clear from the New Testament record that Jesus did rule out divorce and remarriage. This was some-
thing that set his community’s standards in the matter clearly apart from what prevailed in the Judaism of his day and 
in the wider Greco-Roman world. That said, we must take into account that life expectancy in the ancient world was 
less than half that prevailing in developed Western societies today. Moreover, Jesus and the early community lived in 
the expectation that the world as presently constituted was soon – perhaps in the very same generation – going to 
pass away (cf. Mark 9:1). Contemplation of a second marriage in such a situation would have been a very different 
proposition from what it is in societies where people live much longer and where the sense that the present shape of 
the world is going to be around indefinitely prevails. Already the ‘exceptive clause’ in the version of Jesus’ rulings on 
divorce in Matthew’s Gospel (5:32; 19:9) shows some accommodation to new situations in which believers found 
themselves. Moreover, the reality is that people make mistakes and relationships fail – something which longer life 
spans and the high premium currently placed upon personal freedom and development make more prevalent. The 
Church has to find a way to help people grow through failure and find in it an experience of grace and deepened 

knowledge of God. 

Jesus’ restoration of lifelong fidelity in marriage reclaims the original design of God expressed in the creation story of 
Genesis 2-3. The First Reading, Genesis 2:18-24 offers an extract from this to which Jesus makes appeal in the 
Gospel. What we have in the text is not ‘history’ but an ‘aetiological narrative’: a story cast back in the time of origins 
to account for what is or what ought to be in the present – here the social institution of marriage. Making no mention 
of procreation, the text displays a remarkable sense of the companionship, friendship and mutual recognition in love 
that should surround sexual union. The love expressed in the union of two in one flesh should simply be the most inti-

mate physical expression of a commitment in companionship and intimacy, embracing the totality of life. 

The Mosaic law did not ‘permit’ divorce. It simply recognised it as a reality in human life and sought, on ‘harm minimi-
sation process’, to reduce the harsh effects it could have upon women. The bill of divorce certified that she was free 
from any suspicion of having simply abandoned her husband (Deut 24:1-4). Jesus in the Gospel, Mark 10:2-12 (13-
16), insists that this provision, which he sees as introduced by Moses because of human ‘hardness of heart,’ must 
yield before the initial design of the Creator revealed in the creation story standing at the head of the Bible. The King-
dom of God, the onset of which is the background to all his teaching, seeks to reclaim this original design of the Crea-
tor or, better, to bring it to realisation for the first time. The community of disciples, as the ‘beachhead’ of the Kingdom 

in the world, are called to live out and bear witness to this original ideal. 

In the Second Reading, from Hebrews 2:9-11, the idea of God ‘making perfect through suffering’ may need some 

nuance; biblical thought does not clearly distinguish consequence (operative here) from intention. 

 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 

 



 

 

POPE FRANCIS 

ANGELUS 

Saint Peter's Square 
Sunday, 26 September 2021 

Dear brothers and sisters, buongiorno! 

The Gospel of today’s Liturgy recounts a brief dialogue be-
tween Jesus and the Apostle John, who speaks on behalf of all 
the entire group of disciples. They saw a man who was casting 
out demons in the name of the Lord, but they stopped him 
because he was not part of their group. At this point, Jesus 
invites them not to hinder those who do good, because they 
contribute to the fulfilment of God's plan (cf. Mk 9:38-41). Then 
He admonishes them: instead of dividing people into good and 
bad, we are all called to watch be vigilant over our own hearts, 
lest we succumb to evil and bring scandal to others (cf. vv. 42-

45, 47-48). 

In short, Jesus’ words reveal a temptation, and offer 
an exhortation. The temptation is that of closedness. The disci-
ples would like to hinder a good deed simply because it is per-
formed by someone who did not belong to their group. They 
think they have the “exclusive right over Jesus”, and that they 
are the only ones authorised to work for the Kingdom of God. 
But in this way, they end up considering feeling that they are 
themselves privileged and consider others as outsiders, to the 
extent of becoming hostile towards them. Brothers and sisters, 
every closure tends in fact us to keep us at a distance from 
those who do not think like we do, and this – we know – is the 
root of so many evils in history: of the absolutism that has of-
ten generated dictatorships and so much violence towards 

those who are different. 

But we need to be vigilant about closure in the Church too. 
Because the devil, who is the divider – this is what the word 
“devil” means, the one who divides – always insinuates suspi-
cions to divide and exclude people. He tempts with using cun-
ning, and it can happen as with those disciples, who go so far 
as toended up exclude excluding even those someone who 
had cast out the devil himself! At tSometimes we too, instead 
of being humble and open communities, can give the impres-
sion of being the “top of the class” and keeping others at a 
distance; instead of trying to walk with everyone, we can dis-
play show off our “believer’s license”: “I am a believer”, “I am 
Catholic”, “I belong to this association, to that one”, and the 
others, poor things, do not. This is a sin. Showing off one’s 
“believer’s license” to judge to judge and exclude. Let us ask 
for the grace to overcome the temptation to judge and to cate-
gorise, and may God preserve us from the “nest” mentality, 
that of jealously guarding ourselves in the small group of those 
who consider themselves good: the priest with his loyal follow-
ers, the pastoral workers closed up among themselves so that 
no one can infiltrate, the movements and associations in their 
own particular charism, and so on. Closed. All this runs the risk 
of turning Christian communities into places of separation and 
not of communion. The Holy Spirit does not want closedness; 
He wants openness, and welcoming communities where there 

is a place for everyone. 

And then in the Gospel there is Jesus’ exhortation: instead of 
judging everything and everyone, let us beware be careful of 
ourselves! Indeed, the risk is that of being inflexible towards 

others and indulgent towards ourselves. And Jesus urges us 
not to descend to making pacts with evil, with striking images: 
“If something in you causes you to sin, cut it off!” (cf. vv. 43-
48). If something harms you, cut it off! He does not say, “If 
something is a reason for scandal, stop, think about it, improve 
a bit…”. No: “Cut it off! Immediately! Jesus is radical in this, 
demanding, but for our own good, like a good doctor. Every 
cutting, every pruning, is so we can grow better and bear fruit 

in love. 

Let us ask, then: what is it in me that is contrary to the Gospel? 
What, in concrete terms, does Jesus want me to cut out of my 

life? 

Let us pray to Mary Immaculate, that she may help us be wel-

coming towards others and vigilant over ourselves. 

____________________________________________ 

After the Angelus the Holy Father continued: 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Today we celebrate World Day of Migrants and Refugees, 
which this year is on the theme: “Towards an ever wider we”. It 
is necessary to walk together, without prejudice and without 
fear, beside those who are most vulnerable: migrants, refu-
gees, displaced persons, victims of human trafficking, and the 
abandoned. We are called to build an ever more inclusive 

world that excludes no-one. 

I join with those, in various parts of the world, who are cele-
brating this Day; I greet the faithful gathered in Loreto for the 
initiative of the Italian Episcopal Conference in aid of migrants 
and refugees. I greet and thank the various ethnic communi-
ties present here in the Square with their flags; and I greet the 
representatives of the Italian Caritas “APRI” project, as well as 
the Migrantes Office of the diocese of Rome and the Centro 

Astalli. Thank you all for your generous efforts! 

And before leaving the Square, I invite you to go over to the 
monument over there – where Cardinal Czerny is – the boat 
with the migrants, and to look closely at the expressions of 
those people and grasp in that look the hope that every mi-
grant has, to start living again. Go over there and look at that 

monument. Do not close the doors to their hope. 

I express my closeness and solidarity to those who have been 
affected by the eruption of the volcano on the island of La Pal-
ma, in the Canaries. I think in particular of those who have 
been forced to leave their homes. Let us pray to Our Lady, 
venerated on that island as to Nuestra Señora de las Nieves, 
for these people who have been sorely tried, and for the rescu-

ers. 

Today, Don Giovanni Fornasini, priest and martyr, will be beat-
ified. A parish priest zealous in charity, he did not abandon his 
flock during the tragic period of the Second World War, but 
rather he defended it to the point of bloodshed. May his heroic 
witness help us to face life’s trials with fortitude. A round of 

applause for the new Blessed! 

And I greet you all, Romans and pilgrims from various coun-
tries. In particular, I greet the Opera Don Orione lay movement 
and the representation of parents and young people joined in 

the fight against cancer. 

I wish you all a blessed Sunday. And please, please do not 

forget to pray for me. Enjoy your meal, and arrivederci! 
Copyright © Dicastero per la Comunicazione - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 



 

 

This is a prayer for those unable to be at 
Mass or unable to receive Holy           

Communion 

Spiritual communion 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

The Angelus 

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary: 

R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary… 

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord: 

R. Be it done unto me according to thy word. 

Hail Mary… 

V. And the word was made flesh: 

R. And dwelt among us. 

Hail Mary… 

V. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray: 

Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ, Thy Son, 
was made known by the message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resur-

rection, through the same Christ Our Lord. 

R. Amen. 

COMPENDIUM OF THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH  

1. What is the plan of God for man? 

God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in his 
own blessed life. In the fullness of time, God the Father sent his Son as the Redeemer and Savior of mankind, fallen 
into sin, thus calling all into his Church and, through the work of the Holy Spirit, making them adopted children and 

heirs of his eternal happiness. 

2. Why does man have a desire for God? 

God himself, in creating man in his own image, has written upon his heart the desire to see him. Even if this desire is 
often ignored, God never ceases to draw man to himself because only in God will he find and live the fullness of truth 
and happiness for which he never stops searching. By nature and by vocation, therefore, man is a religious being, 
capable of entering into communion with God. This intimate and vital bond with God confers on man his fundamental 

dignity. 
© Copyright 2005 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana  



 

 

Parishes in Harmony with 
Creation 

You are warmly invited to the Parishes in 
Harmony with Creation. 
To be held on Wednesday 6 October 
from 10:00 am to 11:00 am or a repeat of 
previous session from 7:00 pm to 8:00 
pm. 
Eventbrite Registration is open now: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/parishes
- in-harmony -wi th -creat ion- t icke ts -
169193336825 
The one-hour online presentation and 
discussion will explore how parishes can 
best respond to Pope Francis' 2015 En-
cyclical Laudato si': On Care For Our 
Common Home.  
On 04 October 2021, the Vatican will 
release resources for its Laudato si Ac-
tion Platform. With the expected media 
coverage, some parishioners might want 
their parish to commit to the Laudato si 
Action Platform.  Parish Priest and Parish 
Leaders are aware of this initiative.  
The Parishes in Harmony with Creation 
session will include: 
 a brief overview of the main teach-

ing in Laudato si'; 
 an overview of the Laudato si Ac-

tion Platform; 
 an overview of the Catholic Earth-

care Parishes option and other 
resources; 

 an introduction to the Diocesan 
Environmental Sustainability Man-
ager; and 

 small group discussion of the 
hopes and challenges of develop-
ing Parishes in Harmony with Cre-
ation 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACU Centre for Liturgy | Ritual Bodies 
as ‘Reasonable Worship’: Putting Lit-

urgy in Proper Ethical Perspective 
Bruce T Morrill SJ will present on Ritual 
Bodies as 'Reasonable Worship': Putting 
liturgy in proper ethical perspective. In 
our current Synod process we hear a 
longing for more formation opportunities 
so this lecture is an opportunity not to be 
missed. It will explore the challenges of 
theological rhetoric for 21st century Cath-
olics, and how those challenges can illu-
minate the connection between liturgy 
and ethical living. 
Time: 10:00AM-11:30AM 
Date: 18 October 2021 
Register: www.acu.edu.au/
publiclecturecfl  

2021 Abraham Conference 
The Abraham Conference plays an im-
portant role in bringing Jews, Christians 
and Muslims together to discuss contem-
porary issues of concern for the members 
of the three religions and for the wider 
society. The theme of the 2021 Abraham 
Conference is Women Leaders in the 
Abrahamic Traditions: Role Models for 
Our Time. Our context is the continuing 
strong impact and significance of the Me 
Too and Black Lives Matter movements 
and the revelations of abuse in our feder-
al parliament, all of which brought thou-
sands of women onto the streets in pro-
test.  This year, the Abraham Conference 
wants to highlight the positive role of 
women in the Abrahamic traditions. The 
three speakers will help conference at-
tendees recover some of the lost tradi-
tions of inspiring women leaders, to high-
light the contribution and the difference 
they made in their time. 
Time: 2:30PM-4:00PM 
Date: 10 October 2021 
Register: https://
events.humanitix.com/2021-abraham-
conference  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

‘Earthy Women’ Webinar 2021 | 
Engaging with Laudato Si’ 

In a special event hosted by the Diocesan 
Council for Women, you are invited to join 
other women of our Diocese in sharing 
our approach and action in caring for our 
land.  
The webinar will explore: 
How do you as a women respond to 
God’s call to care for the Earth? 
What actions will you take to protect our 
planet? 
Are our schools places of living examples 
of what can be done to show that care of 
the Earth matters? 
Guest speakers include Sue Martin from 
Catholic Earthcare and Maryanne Murray 
from St Mary’s High School Gateshead. 
Time: 6:00PM-8:00PM 
Date: 26 October 2021 
Location: Online (Zoom) 
Register: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
earthy-women-webinar-2021-tickets-
179659485357  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St Mary’s Towers Online  
Retreats 

St Mary's Towers Retreat Centre is con-
tinuing to offer live retreats online during 
this lockdown period. 
A Simple Prayer Weekend 
4 Day Online Long Weekend Retreat: 1-4 
October 

This simple retreat over a long weekend 
is designed to encourage you in your 
prayer. We all pray in different ways. At 
certain times in our lives, we will find our 
prayer changing. This is normal, natural, 
and part of the exciting and never-ending 
journey that is our spiritual life. While 
there are many books written on how to 
pray, our best guide in this matter is Je-
sus himself. Jesus teaches us what it 
means to pray – to be in relationship with 
God. In the gospels we always find him 
seeking quiet places in the mountains to 
pray alone. Silence, solitude and a care-
ful attentiveness to the moment all con-
tribute to this relationship. 
The Hidden Wisdom of Women in the 
Gospels 
3 Day Online Retreat: 8-10 October 
The gospels speak of many women but 
with very little detail … 
To learn more about these women, we 
need to learn to read between the lines 
with our own intuitive hearts. (Martha 
Driscoll OCSO). This retreat is a chance 
to allow some of these women to come 
alive and speak to us in our lives today. 
We will spend time with Martha and Mary, 
the Samaritan Woman at the Well and 
Mary of Magdala. 
For more information about these re-
treats, visit: https://
www.towersretreat.org.au/ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
Children, women, lepers, tax collectors – 
in the world in which Jesus lived, these 
members of society were regarded as 
lesser citizens. They had no power or 
legitimacy. In the world in which we live 
now, some children and women are still 
disadvantaged. It is the role of missionar-
ies, like Sr Chalaad, who continue to do 
what Jesus did: serve and empower the 
children – and their mothers – and show 
them they are still loved and made in the 
image of God. As we enter World Mission 
Month (October), let us also look to bless 
the children of Thailand, and other coun-
tries where the Church serves, with our 
prayers and financial contributions. In 
doing so, we will make the Kingdom of 
God become a reality for them all.  
For more information about ways you can 
contribute to the vital, life-giving work 
supported by Catholic Mission go to: 
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/see-
our-work-in-action/kusa 

What’s happening in the Diocese anD surrounDs... 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Sat 5.00pm, Sun. 8.00am, 10.00am & 

12.00pm 
Registration through the parish website 

is required 
 

RECONCILIATION 
9.00am Saturday and during Holy Hour  

 

YOUTH MASS 
3rd Sunday of the month, will resume 

once restrictions have eased. 
 

AGED CARE MASSES 
(Subject to change) 

GLAICA: 2nd Tues 10.30am 

Estia Forster: 3rd Tues 10.00am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Holy Name Catholic School K-6 

41 Lake Street, Forster 

Ph: 02 6554 6504 

E:admin@forster.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.forster.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Brooke Stephens 

 

St Clare’s High School 7-12 

Davis Street, Taree 

P: 02 6552 3300 

E:Admin@tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Nicholls 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation 
Forster Tues 9.30am 
Monica 02 6555 7038 

Hallidays Point Wed 10am  
John 0417 249 466 

 

Social Justice Group 
Tim Prescott 6555 8517 

 

Gardening Group 
3rd Thursday of the month, 8am 

Church grounds.  
David Olliffe 0424 369 485 

 

Family and Friends Group  
Meets monthly, contact Carol and  
Terry Pearson on 0408768729.  

 

Singing Practice 
Ken Heffernan 02 6554 6401  

(see parish timetable) 
 

Holy Hour  
Tues 3.30pm & Thurs 3.30pm in 

the Church 
 

Finance Council 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 5pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Pastoral Council 
1st Thursday of the month, 6.00pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Novena to our Lady of  

Perpetual Help and Rosary 
Wed 11.00am in the Church 

Shiony 0411 493 086 
 

Secular Franciscan  

Fraternity 
4th Sunday of the month 9.30am 

 

 The above groups are all subject 
to Covid-19 restrictions, please 

enquire before attending. 

 

PARISH GROUPS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
BAPTISMS 

Celebrated most Sundays.  
Bookings via the Parish website 

 

MARRIAGE 
Celebrated by arrangement with at 

least 3 months notice. Bookings via the 
parish website 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 
Enrolment via the Parish Website 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA) Parish Office 02 6554 6401 

 

CATHOLIC CARE 
Phone: 02 6539 5900 for services   

provided in Forster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PARISH TEAM 

Fr Peter Street - Parish Priest 
Peter.street@mn.catholic.org.au 

Emergency Contact: 0458 327 219 
(Please only calls to this phone no texts) 

 

Danielle Kingdom 
Admin Assistant 

danielle.kingdom@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Fri  9.00am- 3.30pm 

Phone: 02 6554 6401 
 

Website: 
www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

 

Follow us on facebook: 
@catholicparishofforstertuncurry 

 

Feedback, complaints or concerns can be 

communicated directly to the Parish Office, 
through our website (Contact Us) or if the 

concern is relating to the safety of a child, 
contact the Office of Safeguarding: 02 4979 

1390 childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Bridgeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 
with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 
position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept 
any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

Serving meals to the community 

from the Parish Hall 

Tue, Wed & Thurs 12pm-1pm 

mailto:gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au

