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Dear Brothers and Sisters. 

Last Saturday night the Vicar General attended the Vigil Mass for my instillation as Parish 

Priest. I was quite emotional during this Mass, I have always known that I was called by God to 

serve as a Parish Priest. It is a sheer joy and privilege for that to happen for the first time in the 

Parish of Forster Tuncurry. I realize that there will be things I get wrong, mistakes I will make, 

this is to be expected as I learn how to be a Parish Priest. I ask for your understanding as I find 

my feet, and I beg your forgiveness for my mistakes. I am a weak and sinful person trying to do 

God’s work as best I can. I know that it will be imperfect, I will, however try my best. I ask for 

your prayers. 

The pandemic and its restrictions march on. We still must wear masks at Mass, there can be no 

singing and we still must use the 4m2 rule; that means 68 people in the Church. As a result of 

this it means that for the next few weeks at least and probably longer, people will need to register 

each week for Mass. I had introduced a 5.30pm Mass for a couple of weeks to cater for any over-

flow from reduced numbers. I saw this as a pastoral necessity, I was hardly getting to double fig-

ures, so that Mass will now cease, and Sunday Masses will remain at 8am, 10am and 12md. 

Last Saturday morning I reintroduced the Sacrament of Confession. It starts at 9am and will fin-

ish at about 9.20am in time for Mass at 9.30am. I will also be able to hear Confessions during 

the Holy Hour on Tuesday afternoon. A few people have asked me about the Holy Hour and if it 

could be pushed back to allow people who work to attend both the Holy Hour with Benediction 

and Mass. I am open to this, if anybody who attends this regularly would like to let me know 

their thoughts about this please do. The proposal I have is for a few weeks of discussion and 

prayerful discernment before implementing any change to the time from the first Tuesday in Au-

gust. I realize that people are used to the time as it is, however with the request made to have 

Holy Hour at 4.30pm then Mass at 5.30pm to try to cater for any workers, it is at least worth the 

discussion. Please note, I have not made a decision yet. I am fact finding first. This is not done or 

dusted. One decision that is done and dusted however, is that from the first week of August, I 

will implement a Mass on Thursday afternoon on a trial basis. It will be at 5.30pm. 

As is mentioned inside the bulletin, the formation for readers will take place on the 31st of July 

after the Mass. This is for all on the roster and for those who wish to go on the roster. I am also 

starting to plan for a bible study group to form in the parish. One thing that I feel that needs to 

be in the Parish Pastoral Plan is formation for Catholics. We need to know our faith, so that we 

can pass it on to others. This is part of being effective evangelizers to those we encounter. I am 

still hoping to have more thoughts from people about a pastoral plan. I have 3 now! Surely there 

are more than 3 people who have thoughts about this. I leave you on that note.  

 

With Love  

Fr Peter.   



 

 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN 
YOUR PRAYERS: 

Recently Deceased:  

Anniversary: Ramona Brown, Ter-

rence Fowler & Mary Therese Micua 

We remember and pray for those 
who are ill at home and in hospital 
at this time, may they know the 
healing presence of Christ: 

Roseanne Telfer, Michael O’Hara, 
Marion Prescott,  Barry Bolton, Ra-
chal, Robert Greig, Lawson Rankin, 
Ann Moreira, Dawn Gander, Win 
Preston, Ken Vote, Anna Lee, Robyn 
Thomas, Angela McNamara, Lucilla 
Bacalla, Denis Wilson, Kath Copas, 
Bill McElroy, David Ball, Michael Sid-
dle, Camille Betar, Michelle Perera 
Byrne, Ruth Morrow, Ray Startin, 
Michelle Roet, Patricia Winston, Bill 
Hartmann, Joe Barnett, David Stew-
art, Pip West, Charmaine Brown, 
Terry McBride , Frankie Burns, Con-
nie Cachia 

NEXT WEEKS READINGS  17/18 JUL  
First Reading: Jer 23:1-6 The Lord will 
appoint new shepherds.  
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 22. R. v.2 
(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is 
nothing I  shall want  
 

Second Reading 2: Eph 2:13-18 Christ 
removes the barriers between peoples.  
 

Gospel Acclamation: Jn 10:27 Alleluia, 
alleluia! My sheep listen to my voice, 
says the Lord;  I know them, and they 
follow me. Alleluia!   
 

Gospel: Mk 6:30-34 Jesus pities the 
crowd, sheep without a shepherd.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

First Reading 
Am 7:12-15 
A reading from the prophet Amos 
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to 
Amos, ‘Go away, seer; get back to the 
land of Judah; earn your bread there, do 
your prophesying there. We want no 
more prophesying in Bethel; this is the 
royal sanctuary, the national temple.’ ‘I 
was no prophet, neither did I belong to 
any of the brotherhoods of prophets.’ 
Amos replied to Amaziah, ‘I was a shep-
herd, and looked after sycamores: but it 
was the Lord who took me from herding 
the flock, and the Lord who said, “Go, 
prophesy to my people Israel.”’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8 
(R.) Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
and grant us your salvation. 
1.I will hear what the Lord God has to 
say, a voice that speaks of peace,  
peace for his people.  
His help is near for those who fear him  
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)  
2.Mercy and faithfulness have met;  
justice and peace have embraced.  
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth  
and justice look down from heaven. (R.)  
3.The Lord will make us prosper   
and our earth shall yield its fruit.  
Justice shall march before him  
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.) 
 
Second Reading 
Eph 1:3-14 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to 
the Ephesians  
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,  
who has blessed us with all the spiritual 
blessings of heaven in Christ. 
Before the world was made, he chose 
us, chose us in Christ, 
to be holy and spotless, and to live 
through love in his presence,  
determined that we should become his 
adopted sons, through Jesus Christ  
for his own kind purposes,  
to make us praise the glory of his grace,  
his free gift to us in the Beloved  

in whom, through his blood, we gain our 
freedom, the forgiveness of our sins.  
Such is the richness of the grace  
which he has showered on us  
in all wisdom and insight. 
He has let us know the mystery of his 
purpose,  
the hidden plan he so kindly made in 
Christ from the beginning  
to act upon when the times had run their 
course to the end:  
that he would bring everything together 
under Christ, as head,  
everything in the heavens and every-
thing on earth. 
And it is in him that we were claimed as 
God’s own,  
chosen from the beginning,  
under the predetermined plan of the one 
who guides all things  
as he decides by his own will;  
chosen to be,  
for his greater glory,  
the people who would put their hopes in 
Christ before he came. 
Now you too, in him,  
have heard the message of the truth and 
the good news of your salvation,  
and have believed it:  
and you have been stamped with the 
seal of the Holy Spirit of the Promise,  
the pledge of our inheritance  
which brings freedom for those whom 
God has taken for his own,  
to make his glory praised. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
See Eph 1:17-18 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our hearts 
that we might see how great is the hope 
to which we are called. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel 
Mk 6:7-13 
A reading from the holy Gospel accord-
ing to Mark 
Jesus summoned the Twelve and began 
to send them out in pairs giving them 
authority over the unclean spirits. And he 
instructed them to take nothing for the 
journey except a staff – no bread, no 
haversack, no coppers for their purses. 
They were to wear sandals, but, he add-
ed, ‘Do not take a spare tunic.’ And he 
said to them, ‘If you enter a house any-
where, stay there until you leave the 
district. And if any place does not wel-
come you and people refuse to listen to 
you, as you walk away shake off the dust 
from under your feet as a sign to them.’ 
So they set off to preach repentance; 
and they cast out many devils, and 
anointed many sick people with oil and 
cured them. 
  
 
 

Parish Timetable  

WEEKDAY MASS 
12 JUL—17 JUL 

TUE: 4.30pm 
WED: 4.30pm 
FRI: 9.30am 
Sat: 9.30am 

Mon 
12 JUL 

9am Counters  Team 1 

Tue  
13 JUL 

9.30am Christian Medita-
tion 
12pm Community Kitchen 
3.30pm Holy Hour, fol-
lowed by Benediction  

Wed 
14 JUL 

11am Novena to Our La-
dy of Perpetual Help  
12pm Community Kitchen 

Thu 
15 JUL 

12pm Community Kitchen 

Please ring the parish office if you 
wish to add your loved ones to the 
sick list and also to be taken off the 
list once they are well. Thank you. 

Please Note: Wed Mass 14th 
July will be held at 4.30pm  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation 
of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  

by Brendan Byrne SJ 

The theme that linked the readings last week, that of the ‘rejected prophet,’ in some respects 
carries on today, appearing in the both the First Reading and the Gospel. 

The First Reading, taken from the Book of Amos 7:12-15, tells of the prophet Amos’ rejection by 
the priest at the shrine of Bethel. Amos preached at a time when the southern and northern 
Kingdoms of Israel (Judah and Israel, respectively) existed side by side. Amos was a southerner 
given the unenviable task of being sent as a prophet to the northern kingdom. Bethel, the royal 
sanctuary of that kingdom, became the target of Amos’ critique since the worship established 
there condoned and legitimated glaring social inequality, in particular the exploitation of the poor 
by the wealthy. Threatened by the denunciation and regarding Amos as a representative of the 
‘professional’ class of prophets – seers chiefly renowned for ecstatic behaviour rather than the 
delivery of challenging messages – the priest of Bethel tells the prophet to go back to his own 
land and do his prophesying there. Amos retorts that he is not one of those ‘tame’ professional 
prophets but a simple shepherd, who was called to be a prophet by the Lord and sent with a 
message to Israel. It is the Lord’s authority, then, that lies behind his message, guaranteeing its 
validity and its eventual vindication by events. 

The Gospel, Mark 6:7-13, places the Twelve in the line of this authentic prophetic tradition in 
that they are ordinary people sent out with the authority of Jesus to carry on the preaching, liber-
ating and healing role that has been his alone up till now. What is very striking is the ‘lightness’ 
with which they are to travel. They are to submit themselves to the risk of hospitality. No bread – 
that should be provided for them; no haversack (the modern equivalent would be a sleeping-bag) 
– lodging should also be provided; and, for the same reason, no money. Sandals, yes, and a 
staff (as a walking stick, but also to ward off dangerous animals) because they will be constantly 
on the move. If they do meet with inhospitality and rejection in any place, then they are to re-
spond with a prophetic gesture indicating judgment (shaking the dust from under their feet; cf. 
Acts 13:51) and move on. The lightness of equipment is so as not to compromise their absolute 
trust in the divine authority that has been given them and to avoid any suspicion of self-seeking 
in the enterprise. They must have confidence that the ‘treasure’ they bring to people in the shape 
of the Good News of the Kingdom vastly outweighs any burden of hospitality that they will im-
pose and that this will be recognised by those destined to be gathered into the community of the 
Kingdom. 

The Twelve, of course, are the ‘pillars’ upon which the later Church will be built. Their mission 
here foreshadows that of the Church, establishing something essential for its life: that it is always 
a community on mission, entrusted with the supreme treasure of the Gospel and the healing 
ministry carried out in the Sacraments. How it is to imitate these first missionaries in the 
‘lightness’ of its travel is far more of a problem, granted the massive institutional plant and wealth 
that the Church has acquired in the course of the centuries. There are no facile solutions to this 
– save perhaps the otherwise traumatic experience of persecution. But the Gospel reminds the 
Church that the effectiveness of its prophetic role – its critique of prevailing cultural assumptions 
and practice – will largely be in proportion to the ‘lightness’ with which it travels, the trust in the 
goodness (hospitality) of ordinary people and the lack of self-seeking it presents to the world. 
This is perhaps all the more necessary at a time when the Church’s credibility has been so seri-
ously eroded by the sexual abuse crisis. 

In the Second Reading we begin a series of readings from Ephesians (1:3-14), a letter which 
offers a systematic distillation of the theological vision of Paul. Absolutely central to that vision of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles is God’s design to unite Jews and Gentiles in the one body of the 
Church. It not easy for us believers of a much later age to appreciate Paul’s continuing wonder 
at that divine achievement. We are not so conscious of the rigid Jew/Gentile division which, be-
fore his conversion, he would have jealously preserved. Here he records for his Gentile converts 
the great privileges of Israel – especially that of being chosen before the foundation of the world 
– and his prayerful wonder at the way God associated Gentile believers with that choice in order 
to forge, through Christ, one people to praise God’s name. The reading seeks to catch us up in 
that wonder and prayerful praise. 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 



 

 

POPE FRANCIS 

ANGELUS 

Saint Peter's Square 
Sunday, 4 July 2021 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, buongiorno! 

This Sunday’s Gospel (Mk 6:1-6) tells us about the disbelief of Jesus’s fellow villagers. After 
preaching in other villages in Galilee, Jesus returned to Nazareth where he had grown up with 
Mary and Joseph; and, one sabbath, he began to teach in the synagogue. Many who were lis-
tening asked themselves: “Where does he get all this wisdom? But, isn’t he the son of the car-
penter and Mary, that is, of our neighbours that we know so well?” (cf. vv. 1-3). Confronted with 
this reaction, Jesus confirms the truth that had even become a part of popular wisdom: “A proph-
et is not without honour, except in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own 
house” (v. 4). We say this many times… 

Let us reflect on the attitude of Jesus’s fellow villagers. We could say they knew Jesus, but they 
did not recognise him. There is a difference between knowing and recognizing. In essence, this 
difference makes us understand that we can know various things about a person, form an idea, 
rely on what others say about that person, we might perhaps meet that person every now and 
then in the neighbourhood; but all that is not enough. This is a knowledge, I would say ordinary, 
superficial, that does not recognise the uniqueness of the person. We all run this risk: we think 
we know so much about a person, even worse, we use labels and close the person within our 
own prejudices. Jesus’s fellow villagers knew him for thirty years in the same way and they 
thought they knew everything! “But isn’t this the boy we saw growing up, the son of the carpenter 
and Mary? Where do these things come from?”. The distrust…in reality, they never realised who 
Jesus truly was. They remained at the exterior level and refused what was new about Jesus. 

And here, we enter into the true crux of the problem: when we allow the convenience of hab-
it and the dictatorship of prejudice to have the upper hand, it is difficult to open ourselves to what 
is new and allow ourselves to be amazed. We control: through attitudes, through prejudices… It 
often happens in life that we seek from our experiences and even from people only what con-
forms to our own ideas and ways of thinking so as never to have to make an effort to change. 
And this can even happen with God, and even to us believers, to us who think we know Jesus, 
that we already know so much about Him and that it is enough to repeat the same things as al-
ways. And this is not enough with God. But without openness to what is new and, above all – lis-
ten well – openness to God’s surprises, without amazement, faith becomes a tiring litany that 
slowly dies out and becomes a habit, a social habit. 

I said a word: amazement. What is amazement? Amazement happens when we meet God: “I 
met the Lord”. But we read in the Gospel: many times the people who encountered Jesus and 
recognised him felt amazed. And we, by encountering God, must follow this path: to feel amaze-
ment. It is like the guarantee certificate that the encounter is true and not habitual. 

In the end, why didn’t Jesus’s fellow villagers recognise and believe in Him? But why? What is 
the reason? In a few words, we can say that they did not accept the scandal of the Incarnation. 
They did not know this mystery of the Incarnation, but they did not accept the mystery: they did 
not know it. They did not know the reason and they thought it was scandalous that the immensity 
of God should be revealed in the smallness of our flesh, that the Son of God should be the son 
of a carpenter, that the divine should be hidden in the human, that God should inhabit a face, the 
words, the gestures of a simple man. This is the scandal: the incarnation of God, his concrete-
ness, his ‘daily life’. And God became concrete in a man, Jesus of Nazareth, he became a com-
panion on the way, he made himself one of us. “You are one of us”, we can say to Jesus. What a 
beautiful prayer! It is because one of us understands us, accompanies us, forgives us, loves us 
so much. In reality, an abstract, distant god is more comfortable, one that doesn’t get himself in-
volved in situations and who accepts a faith that is far from life, from problems, from society. Or 
we would even like to believe in a ‘special effects’ god who does only exceptional things and al-



 

 

ways provokes strong emotions. Instead, brothers and sisters, God incarnated Himself: God is 
humble, God is tender, God is hidden, he draws near to us, living the normality of our daily life. 

And then, the same thing happens to us like Jesus’s fellow villagers, we risk that when he pass-
es by, we will not recognize him. I repeat that beautiful phrase from Saint Augustine: “I am afraid 
of God, of the Lord, when he passes by”. But, Augustine, why are you afraid? “I am afraid of not 
recognising him. I am afraid that when the Lord passes by: Timeo Dominum transeuntem. We do 
not recognize him, we are scandalised by Him, we think with our hearts about this reality. 

Now, in prayer, let us ask the Madonna, who welcomed the mystery of God in her daily life in 
Nazareth, for eyes and hearts free of prejudices and to have eyes open to be amazed: “Lord that 
we might meet you!”, and when we encounter the Lord there is this amazement. We meet him in 
the normal: eyes open to God’s surprises, at His humble and hidden presence in daily life. 

  

After the Angelus, the Holy Father continued: 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

News is arriving from the dear nation of Eswatini, in southern Africa, news of tension and vio-
lence. I invite those who hold responsibility, and those who are manifesting their aspirations for 
the future of the country, to a common effort toward dialogue, reconciliation and the peaceful set-
tlement of different positions. 

I am happy to announce that from the next 12 to 15 September, God willing, I will travel to Slo-
vakia to make a pastoral visit, in the afternoon [of the 12th]. The Slovaks there are happy… 
[Numerous pilgrims from Slovakia were present] First, [the morning of that Sunday, 12 Septem-
ber] I will celebrate the concluding Mass of the International Eucharistic Congress in Budapest. I 
heartfully thank those who are preparing this journey and I am praying for them. Let us all pray 
for this journey and for the people who are working to organize it. 

I greet all of you with affection, pilgrims from Italia and various countries, especially those from 
Slovakia! In particular, I greet the groups of the faithful from Cosenza, Crotone, Morano Calabro 
and Ostuni. 

I hope all of you have a good Sunday. And please do not forget to pray for me. 

Thank you! Ciao! Ciao, ragazzi!  

This is a prayer for those unable to be at 

Mass or unable to receive Holy Communion 

Spiritual communion 

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 



 

 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen.  either: 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And 
with your spirit.  or: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And with your spirit. or: 
 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
 
PENITENTIAL ACT 
Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our 
sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 
mysteries. either: 
 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers 
and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts 
and in my words, in what I have done and in what I 
have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
(striking the breast) through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the An-
gels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to 
pray for me to the Lord our God. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
For we have sinned against you. 
Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
And grant us your salvation. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. or: 
 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
You came to call sinners: 
P: Christ have mercy   or:  P: Christe, eleison. 
R: Christ have mercy or:  R: Christe, eleison. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to inter-
cede for us: 
P: Lord, have mercy   or:  P: Kyrie, eleison. 
R: Lord, have mercy  or:  R: Kyrie, eleison. 
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.  
The Kyrie follows, unless it has occurred in the Penitential 
Act.  either:        
P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  Christ, have mercy. R:  Christ, have mercy. 
P:  Lord, have mercy. R:  Lord, have mercy.  
 or: 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
P: Christe, eleison. R: Christe, eleison. 
P: Kyrie, eleison. R: Kyrie, eleison. 
 
Gloria (when said) 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our pray-
er; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 
 
Let us pray.  At the end of the Collect, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
At the end of the reading: 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
At the Gospel: 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end of the Gospel: 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I 
believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was bur-
ied, and rose again on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 

THE ORDER OF MASS 



 

 

kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the for-giveness of 
sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heav-
en and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (all bow) 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the  com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Pray, brethren ... the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for 
the praise and glory of His name, for our good and 
the good of all His holy Church. 
At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right and 
just.  
After the Preface 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 
The mystery of faith. either: 
 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again. or: 
 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we pro-
claim your Death, O Lord, until you come again. or:  
 
Save us, Saviour of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.  
 

Through him, and with him, ... for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
THE COMMUNION RITE 
At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven... 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil... 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles... 
Who live and reign for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And with your spirit. 
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. (X2) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed. 
The Body of Christ. Amen.  
The Blood of Christ. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. At the end of the prayer, the people acclaim: 
Amen. 
 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 
May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the † Son,  
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 either: 
Go forth, the Mass is ended. or: 
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. or: 
Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your Life. or: 
Go in peace.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
© 2019 design by Rev Fr Peter Street. Text from the Ro-
man Missal 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER  

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B  

 

Fr:   We bring our petitions before our loving God 

Reader:  For Pope Francis as he recovers from surgery, may he know the healing power of 
  Christ.  We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader:  For William our Bishop, may he find patience and healing during his recovery from 
  illness. We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader:  For the Church, may she continue to spread the Gospel of Christ despite her weak
  ness and sinfulness. We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader:  For those affected by Covid19,  may the Holy Spirit guide them to newness of life 
  and healing. We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader:  For those in government, civil office and emergency services who are involved in the 
  pandemic response, may they be guided by the needs of the most vulnerable  
  in our  society. We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader:  For reconciliation this Naidoc week, may all Australians be led to work together to
  wards the goal of reconciliation so that as one people we can heal country.  We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayer.  

Reader:  For those who work for Stella Maris, may they be rewarded for their service to those 
  who work on the sea. We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayers. 

Reader:  For teachers and students who return to school for the new term, may they find the 
  joy of the Lord as they teach and guide and learn and grow. We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader:  For those who follow the rule of St. Benedict, that guided by St Benedict on this his 
  feast day, that they may always continue to show the world the presence of the  
  Risen Christ by their prayer, work, and service. We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayer 

Reader:  For those who are sick with any malady of mind, body, and spirit, especially those 
  named on our bulletin, may they experience God's love and healing. We pray. 

All:   Lord hear our prayer. 

Reader:  For those who have died recently, those whose anniversary occurs at this time, espe
  cially Ramona Brown, Terrence Fowler & Mary Therese Micua, as well for those who 
  have no one to pray for the repose of their soul, may they experience the warmth of 
  the beatific vision. We pray. 

All:  Lord hear our prayer. 

Fr:   God our Father receive these prayers made by your humble servants, through the 
  intercession of our  Blessed Virgin Mother and St.  Benedict. We ask that you  
  grant them in the name of Jesus your Son who lived, died and rose for us. We ask all 
  this through Christ  our Lord. Amen. 

All:  Amen 



 

 

 

Saints and Feasts 

11TH JULY ST BENEDICT was born at Nursia in c.480, the brother of St Scholasti-

ca. Most of what is known of his life comes from St Gregory the Great’s writings. He 

left his studies in Rome to become a hermit in the mountains near Subiaco, and 

after a while many followers joined him. It is believed that some monks tried to poi-

son him, possibly out of jealousy or due to his strict discipline. He moved to Monte 

Cassino, where he completed his Rule; a written guide for those living a monastic 

life, with a strong emphasis on obedience, moderation and community life. Although 

Benedict never became a priest or ever intended to found a religious order, his Rule 

became the fundamental monastic code in Europe into the early middle ages. He is 

therefore a major influence in the modern world today. 

 

 

13TH JULY ST HENRY (972-1024) As German king and Holy 

Roman Emperor, Henry was a practical man of affairs. He was 

energetic in consolidating his rule. He crushed rebellions and 

feuds. On all sides he had to deal with drawn-out disputes so as 

to protect his frontiers. This involved him in a number of battles, 

especially in the south in Italy; he also helped Pope Benedict VIII 

quell disturbances in Rome. Always his ultimate purpose was to 

establish a stable peace in Europe. According to eleventh-century 

custom, Henry took advantage of his position and appointed as 

bishops men loyal to him. In his case, however, he avoided the 

pitfalls of this practice and actually fostered the reform of ecclesiastical and monastic life. He was canonized in 1146.  

 

18TH JULY ST CAMILLUS DE LELLIS was born at Bocchianico, Italy. He fought for the Venetians against the 

Turks, was addicted to gambling. He became a Capuchin novice, but was unable to be professed because of a dis-

eased leg he contracted while fighting the Turks. He devoted himself to caring for the sick, and became director of St. 

Giacomo Hospital in Rome. He received permission from his confessor (St. 

Philip Neri) to be ordained and decided, with two companions, to found his own 

congregation, the Ministers of the Sick (the Camellians), dedicated to the care 

of the sick. They ministered to the sick of Holy Ghost Hospital in Rome, en-

larged their facilities in 1585, founded a new house in Naples in 1588, and at-

tended the plague-stricken aboard ships in Rome's harbour and in Rome. In 

1591, the Congregation was made into an order to serve the sick by Pope 

Gregory XIV, and in 1591 and 1605, Camillus sent members of his order to 

minister to wounded troops in Hungary and Croatia, the first field medical unit. 

Gravely ill for many years, he resigned as superior of the Order in 1607 and 

died in Rome on July 14. He was canonised in 1746, was declared patron of 

the sick, with St. John of God, by Pope Leo XIII, and patron of nurses and nurs-

ing groups by Pope Pius XI.  



 

 

 

Social Justice Statement 2021–2022: Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor 

Social Justice Sunday will be celebrated on 29 August 2021, and the Catholic Bishops’ Social 

Justice Statement, Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor will be launched online on 5 August. By pre-

ordering, will receive a strictly embargoed copy for the Australian Catholic Bishop Conference's 

31 July gathering. 

For ecological sustainability, and for efficiency, the Statement will be available electronically, and 

print copies will only be available by pre-order via the ACBC online shop. A fully marked up file 

suitable for commercial printing will be made available on request if you would like to organise 

your own print run. 

This year there will be five prayer cards that accompany the Statement. One addresses the 

overall theme of the Statement, while each of the others focuses on a particular theological 

foundation set out in the Statement. Instead of a Ten Steps Action Leaflet, we are offering a DL 

sized action card. The action card and prayer cards can also be pre-ordered. 

Please place your orders online here by 8 July. 

The Statement, prayer cards and action card are each being offered in packs of ten. Price are 

inclusive of GST and postage. Members of the GST Religious Group should sign-in on the 

ACBC Online Shop to obtain GST free pricing. You will find instructionson how to do this here. 

 

Liturgy notes, and other supporting material will be available on the website of the Office for So-

cial Justice www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au in due course.  

Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor, affirms that “we human beings need a change of heart, mind, 

and behaviour”. It provides theological foundations to ground and inspire efforts to care for crea-

tion while responding to the needs of the disadvantaged and excluded. The Statement reflects 

on creation in and through the Trinity; the sacramentality of all created things; the wonder and 

beauty available to the contemplative eye; and the need for conversion and change of life. 

In the Statement, the Bishops invite the whole Catholic community to join them in taking up 

Pope Francis’ invitation to a seven-year journey towards total ecological sustainability, guided by 

seven Laudato Si’ Goals. These Goals are: response to the cry of the earth; response to the cry 

of the poor; ecological economics; sustainable lifestyles; ecological spirituality; ecological educa-

tion; and community engagement and participatory action. 

The Statement especially encourages Catholic families, communities and organisations to: listen 

to the First Nations; reflect on the theological foundations offered in Cry of the Earth, Cry of the 

Poor; and plan their next steps towards the Laudato Si’ Goals. 

Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor will be a useful resource throughout our seven-year journey to 

total sustainability. 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Article from: https://www.mnnews.today/your-diocese/2021/social-justice-statement-2021-2022-

cry-of-the-earth-cry-of-the-poor/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Dio%20Update%20%

206%20July&utm_content=Dio%20Update%20%206%

20July+CID_4f5b3aaa4ca6bd1e5db7bf6143fa9040&utm_source=Diocesan%20Update%

20Email 



 

 

  

Today is Sea Sunday, when the church 
prays for all those who live and work at 
sea. Without them, we would not have 
most of the items we rely on for daily liv-
ing. Even during a pandemic, seafarers 
continue to bring into our ports products 
that sustain our population and economy. 
The Appeal today is for Stella Maris, 
Apostleship of the Sea, the official mari-
time welfare agency of the Catholic 
Church. It supports seafarers both practi-
cally and spiritually. To assist this ministry, 
please send your donations to: bit.ly/
seasunday2021  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fr Greg's Farewell and 
Thanksgiving Liturgy  

The Forster Tuncurry Parish community 
would like to thank Fr Greg for his service 
to all parishioners and celebrate and give 
thanks for the gifts and good works of Fr 
Greg. Holy Name will be celebrating a 
Farewell and Thanksgiving Liturgy on 
Thursday 12 August at 1pm in the Mary 
Mackillop Hall for students and par-
ents, teachers, and parishioners of the 
Forster Tuncurry Parish. Following the 
Liturgy there will be an afternoon tea in the 
hall, please feel free to bring a plate to 
share. Please phone the school office to 
register (02) 6554 6504  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Readers Formation 

After 9.30am Mass on the 31st of July, all 
current readers and anybody who would 
like to take up this ministry are asked to 
attend a formation session. We will be 
using the powerful points program and a 
few other resources as well as having a 
practice. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Church Roof Project:The Parish is about 
to undergo much needed restoration and 
painting to the roof of the Church. This will 
be a large project with a large cost and 
any donation towards this project would be 
warmly welcomed, no matter how small.  

Food donations are always welcomed 
for the Community Kitchen pantry. 
These food items are used to create 
hampers for people in need. The dona-
tion bins are now located outside the 
parish office. 
________________________________________________________ 

 

Bible study group 

There will be a bible study group to start 
in August. Would those interested 
please contact office and leave details. I 
will be using the Ascension Press 
“Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible” 
Programme. We deepen our relation-
ship with God by deepening our under-
standing of Sacred Scripture. Fr Peter. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

aMeN caMiNo 2022 

The aMeN caMiNo takes place over five 
consecutive days. The pilgrimage starts 
at St John’s Chapel, Maitland and con-
cludes at the Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
Hamilton. Pilgrims will walk an average 
of 20km per day through the beautiful 
landscape of bush, beach and beyond 
which we are blessed to have in our 
backyard. For those interested in finding 
out about the 2022 aMeN caMiNo expe-
riences, we will be holding an online 
Information Session on Saturday 28 
A u g u s t  a t  2 p m .  h t t p s : / /

www.eventbrite.com.au/e/amen-camino-
i n f o r m a t i o n - s e s s i o n - t i c k e t s -
162230268099  

 

What’s happening locally... 

THE LATEST NEWS FROM OUR 
SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS 

The Promoters of Safeguarding, 
continue to endorse a culture of safe-
guarding within the Parish by visiting 
the ten National Catholic Safeguarding 
Standards and highlighting safeguard-

ing issues within these standards.  

With this weekend concluding the Win-
ter School Vacation, today’s infor-
mation again refers to eSafety for chil-
dren, in this case specifically 
to  https://www.esafety.gov.au/
earlyyears which is pert inent 
to Standard 8: Safe Physical and 
Online Environment.  

The eSafety Early Years program 
provides families and educators with 
advice about how to build and foster 
positive online experiences for those 
who are young. It focuses on four sim-
ple messages to help children develop 
online safety awareness and habits 
which they can take to school and be-

yond. These four messages are:  

►BE SAFE – Help children under-
stand the connected world and how to 

protect their private information.  

►BE KIND – Show children how to be 
kind and respectful online and how to 
model good habits around electronic 

device use and online sharing.  

►ASK FOR HELP – Teach children 
to ask for help and let them know they 

can come to you with any issue.  

►MAKE GOOD CHOICES – Help 
children think critically about the con-
tent they watch and how they spend 

their time online.  

Using this type of language prepares 
your child for being safe when access-

ing the online environment.  

CONFESSION TIMES: 9am Saturday 

and during Holy Hour on Tuesday 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

Sat 5.00pm.  

Sun. 8.00am, 10.00am & 12.00pm 

Registration through the Parish Office is 
required to attend Mass while church 

restrictions are still in place 
 

RECONCILIATION 

9.00am Saturday  
 

YOUTH MASS 

3rd Sunday of the month, will resume 

once restrictions have eased. 
 

AGED CARE MASSES 

(Subject to change) 

GLAICA: 2nd Tues 10.30am 

Estia Forster: 3rd Tues 10.00am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Holy Name Catholic School K-6 

41 Lake Street, Forster 

Ph: 02 6554 6504 

E:admin@forster.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.forster.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Brooke Stephens 

 

St Clare’s High School 7-12 

Davis Street, Taree 

P: 02 6552 3300 

E:Admin@tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Nicholls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation 
Forster Tues 9.30am 
Monica 02 6555 7038 

Hallidays Point Wed 10am  
John 0417 249 466 

 

Social Justice Group 
Tim Prescott 6555 8517 

 

Gardening Group 
3rd Thursday of the month, 8am 

Church grounds.  
David Olliffe 0424 369 485 

 

Family and Friends Group  
Meets monthly, contact Carol and  
Terry Pearson on 0408768729.  

 

Singing Practice 
Ken Heffernan 02 6554 6401  

(see parish timetable) 
 

Holy Hour  
Tues 3.30pm in the Church 

 

Finance Council 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 5pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Pastoral Council 
1st Thursday of the month, 6.00pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Novena to our Lady of  

Perpetual Help and Rosary 
Wed 11.00am in the Church 

Shiony 0411 493 086 
 

Secular Franciscan  

Fraternity 
4th Sunday of the month 9.30am 

 
 
 

 The above groups are all subject to 
Covid-19 restrictions, please enquire 

before attending. 

 

PARISH GROUPS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BAPTISMS 
Celebrated most Sundays.  

Bookings via the Parish website 
 

MARRIAGE 
Celebrated by arrangement with at 
least 3 months notice. Bookings via 

the parish website 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 
Enrolment via the Parish Website 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 

ADULTS 
(RCIA) Parish Office 02 6554 6401 

 

CATHOLIC CARE 
Phone: 02 6539 5900 for services   

provided in Forster 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH TEAM 

Fr Peter Street - Parish Priest 
Peter.street@mn.catholic.org.au 

Emergency Contact: 02 6554 6401 
 

 

Danielle Kingdom 
Admin Assistant 

danielle.kingdom@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Fri  9.00am- 3.30pm 

Phone: 02 6554 6401 
 

Website: 
www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

 

Follow us on facebook: 
@catholicparishofforstertuncurry 

 
 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Bridgeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 

with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 

position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept 

any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

Serving meals to the community 

from the Parish Hall 

Tue, Wed & Thurs 12pm-1pm 

mailto:gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au

