
 

 

    Bridgeside Bulletin 

We acknowledge the Worimi people - the traditional custodians of this place 

SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2021,      FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR B 

The weekly Bulletin of the Catholic Parish of Forster Tuncurry 

“Unity in Christ” 
Holy Name of Jesus Church, 33 Lake Street, Forster 2428 NSW   

Ph: 6554 6401 E: forster-tuncurry.parish@mn.catholic.org.au W:www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

Peace in Christ, Parish Family!   

One late afternoon, I was making my aimless walk along Tuncurry’s rockpool in my flip-flop and ordinary 
shirt. I did not even have any Christian symbols pinned or printed on my shirt. And, it was not even Ash 
Wednesday. While enjoying my anonymity on that particular lazy evening, I saw some people patiently 
waiting for the fish to bite their baits. I thought of telling them to cast their rods on the other side but I am 
not Jesus. Although, I must admit, I was tempted to tell them that it was easier and faster to get some fish 
at Woolies or at Coles or at Monin but to each his or her own. And, as I was amusing myself with my own 
musings, a man approached me, smiled at me and greeted me. Then, he asked me if I was the “new Catho-
lic priest” in town. “Why did you ask?” I inquired. He shared that “we had not been going to Church since 
the lockdown last year and my wife had an intuition that you might be him.” He introduced me to his wife 
and I had a convo with the couple for almost two hours. When the night has covered the day, they invited 
me for a late dinner at their home that same evening. The hubby was a head chef in the North Shores be-
fore moving to Forster and both are working at the local RSL. We had a hearty conversation over a lovely 
late dinner of prawns and quail eggs. I think I reached home around 11.00 pm that evening.   

But I wonder, do people recognize the faith in us even in a place crowded by anonymity? Do people 
acknowledge the presence of Christ in our words and in our deeds? Or, do they cry “here comes trouble!” 
at the sight of our faces? Does Christ shine out from us and from our community? Are we even knowledge-
able of the faith stories of the people we share the Word and break the Bread with?  

Our identity as an individual Christian and as a believing community finds its root in the encounter with 
the person of Jesus Christ. We can never proclaim the Gospel message and claim to belong to the Church 
if we have never experienced the fullness of what it means to be loved, forgiven and cared for by the God 
whom Jesus Christ taught us to call: “Abba!” This same Abba, through the grace of our baptism, has 
looked on us and whispered to us: “You are my child, my beloved!” Any genuine reform or meaningful 
participation in the Church, be it the Universal Church or along Lakes Way, involves an encounter with 
the person of the Christ and his Gospel message in an intimate and communal way. The fundamental fo-
cus and foundation of our discipleship is God. Otherwise, we might just be feeding our wounded ego, rock 
bottom self-esteem and our gnashing insecurities. For what purpose does it make to claim that there is 
“Unity in Christ” if we have not experienced for ourselves the Christ and his message of joy, hope and 
love.  

So, I ask you: Are our experience of prayer, be it communal or personal, a genuine encounter with the per-
son of Jesus Christ? Are our participation in the various ministries in our Church community facilitate in 
you a deep connection with the Christ who ministered to the sick, the vulnerable, the marginalized, among 
others? Do the people that we minister to able to see in you the face of the God that you have encoun-
tered? Are we able to intimately share our encounter of God with our fellow parishioners? And, do we and 
the people that we minister to experience joy, hope and compassion in the Church that we belong to?  

This week, our Diocese has invited us to enter into a contemplative dialogue focusing on the foundational 
theme for Week 1: Identity and Community. Our Parish Synod delegates have organized Lenten groups to 
help us enter into this dialogue. You may access the resources on the Diocesan Synod website -- https://
www.domnsynod.com.au/ or you may get in touch with Danielle to reach out to the delegates if you are 
interested in being part of the contemplative dialogue. The dialogue is also available online which the Dio-
cese has organized. You may register at https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-lenten-reflection-
groups-registration-136552114049.   

May the Season of Lent enable us to take cognizant of God’s presence in us and in our parish communi-
ty. May you and your loved ones have a blessed and meaningful week ahead of you. And, I will continue to 
enjoy my last week in Forster!  

Fr Anthony 



 

 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN 
YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

 

Recently Deceased: Harry Pember-

ton & Frank Sedmak 

Anniversary: Gerald Meighan & Hel-

en Bruce 

We remember and pray for those who 
are ill at home and in hospital at this 
time, may they know the healing pres-
ence of Christ: 

Roseanne Telfer, Michael O’Hara, 
Marion Prescott, Roger Curry, Dulcie 
Goldsmith, Barry Bolton, Ray Vidler, 
Rachal, Robert Greig, Lawson Ran-
kin, Josephine Camilleri, Zac Goger-
ly, Ann Moreira, Dawn Gander, Win 
Preston, Ken Vote, Anna Lee, Robyn 
Thomas, Angela McNamara, Lucilla 
Bacalla, Denis Wilson, Clare McKay, 
Kath Copas, Bill McElroy, David Ball, 
Michael Siddle, Ellen Stewart, Rod 
Milligan, Camille Betar, Joseph Bar-
nett, Veronica Bucki, Michelle Perera 
Byrne, Ruth Morrow, Marceline 
Loiseau, Janet Bezdek, Ray Startin, 
Michelle Roet  
Please ring the parish office if you 
wish to add your loved ones to the 
sick list and also to be taken off the 
list once they are well. Thank you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Process For Attending Sun-
day Mass 

Please note that online live 
streaming of the 8.00am Mass will 
continue for the foreseeable fu-
ture.  

As you know there are some re-
strictions included with the re-
establishment of public Mass-
es: communion on the hand and un-
der only the species of Bread, no 
shaking hands, no holy water, desig-
nated seating, collection baskets 
available but not passed, social dis-
tancing for the communion line, sign 
in and sign out sheets available and 
mandatory, no singing, hand sanitis-
er and the cleaning of the church 
after each service: to facilitate a 
speedy and efficient cleaning pro-
cess I am asking that you avoid 

kneeling.  

If you are unwell, have flu like 
symptoms or have anything that 

would put your health at risk or 
the health of others at risk you are 
asked to stay home. 

The current Mass times are: Sat 
5.00pm & Sun 8.00am, 10.00am 

and 12 noon.  

If you would like to attend Mass at 
one of the times mentioned you are 
asked to register, preferably by email 
however you are able to contact us 
b y  p h o n e :  f o r s t e r -
tuncurry.parish@mn.catholic.org.au 

or 6554 6401.  

To Register: 

1. Submit your name and others who 
will attend with you, address and 

contact phone number. 

2. Nominate the Mass you wish to 

attend. 

3. You can register on behalf of 
someone else providing that you 

have asked them.  

4. Your booking can be re-occurring 
so that you only need to register 

once. 

5. For re-occurring bookings let us 
know when you will be away so that 
we can take you off the register for 
that weekend and also if you would 

like to change Mass times. 

6. You will then receive an email to 

confirm your attendance.  
 

Arrival: 

1. Sanitise your hands as you enter 

the church.   

2. Scan the QR code and check in 
or sign in using the registration 
sheet.  

3. Look for the crosses and indica-
tors on the seats where places have 
been allocated for seating. If you live 
i n  t h e  s a m e  h o u s e  o r 
have travelled together you are al-

lowed to sit together. 

4. Avoid unnecessary movement 

around the church.   

5. Remember social distancing is 
still in place and we are asked to 

maintain the 1.5 metre distancing. 
 

Departure: 

1. Check out in the Service NSW 
app. 

2. You are asked not to linger after 
Mass but make your way home or 
out as your plan. The carpark and 
surrounds need to be cleared for the 

next Mass.  
 

If you are sick could you let us 
know as soon as possible so that 
we can take your name off the list 
and include someone else. If you 
turn up on the day with flu like 

symptoms you can't come in.  

If you change your mind, please 
let us know so that we may include  

someone else in the Mass. 

If the Church is full should you just 
turn up, sadly for me I can't let you 

in under the current restrictions. 

If you are coming from an area of 
high COVID-19 transmission we 
ask that you consider viewing Mass 
through our live stream option in-

stead of attending. 
 

Parish Timetable  

WEEKDAY MASS 
22 Feb—27 Feb 

TUE: 9.00am 
WED: 9.00am  
FRI: 9.30am 

Mon 
22 Feb 

9am Counters– Team 8 
1pm Funeral– Harry Pem-
berton (register attend-
ance) 

Tue  
23 Feb 

8am Holy Hour 
 

Christian Meditation  
cancelled for 23 Feb 

Wed 
24 Feb 

11am Novena to Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help  
 

12pm Community Kitchen 

Thu 
25 Feb 

12pm Community Kitchen 
2pm Funeral– Frank Sed-
mak (register attendance) 

We strongly encourage everyone to 
use the QR code linked to the Ser-
vice NSW app to check in and out of 
the church. If you require assistance 
with this check in process please 
contact the office and we will help. 



 

 

 

Each week during this Lenten season, 
Caritas Australia is holding Virtual Immer-
sion opportunities for parishes via Zoom 
video conferencing. These digital en-
gagements will allow participants to focus 
on prayer and reflection, Catholic Social 
Teaching and an interview and Q&A with 

Caritas International Program staff. 

Sessions will run Tuesdays and Thurs-
days for one hour across Australia. You 
can register for a Virtual Immersion by 

going to lent.caritas.org.au.  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please take home a Project Compassion 
box and/or a set of donation envelopes 
and support Caritas Australia this Lenten 
season themed “Be More”. Through your 
generosity and by aspiring to be more, 
you are assisting some of the world’s 
most vulnerable people build better fu-
tures for themselves, their families and 

their communities. 
 

You can donate through Parish boxes 
and envelopes, or by visiting 
w w w . c a r i t a s . o r g . a u /
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 
024 413. 

Jamila is a Rohingya refugee living in a 
camp in Bangladesh with her elderly 
mother and baby daughter. With the sup-
port of Caritas Australia, and through 
Caritas Bangladesh, Jamila has been 
able to access to emergency food, shel-
ter, counselling, and vocational training 

that will help to support her family. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 
2021 to help mothers like Jamila be 
more for her family and her communi-
ty. 

 

 

 

COMFORT 

Lenten Program 2021  

“Comfort” contains short daily reflections 
(from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday) 
which is perfect for group or individual 
devotional reading. Copies are available 
for $7 from the table at the side of 
church.  

“Comfort” is accompanied by a Triple CD 
Resource that includes six beautiful re-
sponsorial psalms and audio narrations of 
the readings and Scripture reflections. If 
you wish to obtain a copy of the CD 
Resource please bring a USB into the 
Parish Office to be copied onto.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate Action conference: 
Future Directions! 

 

Hear from incredible guest speakers, 
stories of hope and stories of winning. 
Discuss the difference we as a faith 
group can make. Connect with others 
who care about this issue and workshop 

what our contribution to change will be! 

Date: Saturday 20 March 2021 

Time: 9am-5pm 

Register https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/climate-action
-conference-future-directions-tickets-

135449295489 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Into a Strange Land: A Country 
Called Forgiveness  

In this 5 days retreat we will be walking 
the arduous and sometimes lonely jour-
ney from unforgiveness to forgiveness: 
the journey that has the possibility of 
leading to joy and peace of soul that 
remains elusive, until we are able to let 

go and forgive.  

St Antonia osb will guide you throughout 
the retreat. Retreat begins: 21 Feb 2021 
for 5 weeks during Lent. Registration 
fee: $200 For more information go to: 
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/
retreats/online-retreats/forgiveness-

retreat/ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

World Day of Prayer  

The World Day of Prayer will be held on 
5th March 2021 at 10am at St Alban's 
Anglican Church. Everyone is wel-
come to attend this event. Please con-

tact St Alban’s to register  5543 7683  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACE MASKS FOR SALE IN 
CHURCH 

$10 ea or 3 for $25.  

What’s happening locally... 

THE LATEST NEWS FROM OUR 
SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS 

 

The Promoters of Safeguarding inform 
you of a concern that Fr Greg has identi-
fied. As part of his role as Parish Priest in 
identifying and eliminating risks in our 
parish, he asks that any child in your 
care who needs to visit the church or hall 
toilet facilities be accompanied by a par-
ent or adult carer. This is to further en-
sure that we have a child-safe parish and 
that all parishioners are more aware of 
what needs to be implemented in order 
to contribute to the elimination of risks to 

children.  



 

 

First Reading 

Gen 9:8-15 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

I will recall the covenant between myself and you… the 

waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 

flesh. 

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my 

Covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; 

also with every living creature to be found with you, birds, 

cattle and every wild beast with you: everything that came 

out of the ark, everything that lives on the earth. I estab-

lish my Covenant with you: no thing of flesh shall be swept 

away again by the waters of the flood. There shall be no 

flood to destroy the earth again.’ 

God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I make be-

tween myself and you and every living creature with you 

for all generations: I set my bow in the clouds and it shall 

be a sign of the Covenant between me and the earth. 

When I gather the clouds over the earth and the bow ap-

pears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant between 

myself and you and every living creature of every kind. 

And so the waters shall never again become a flood to 

destroy all things of flesh.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 24:4-9. R. see v.10 

(R.) Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth 

to those who keep your covenant. 

1.Lord, make me know your ways.  

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. (R.) 

2.Remember your mercy, Lord,  

and the love you have shown from of old. 

In your love remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.) 

3.The Lord is good and upright.  

He shows the path to those who stray, 

he guides the humble in the right path; 

he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 

1 Pt 3:18-22 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter 

The water of the flood is a type of the baptism which 

saves you now. 

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for sins, 

died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was 

put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life, and, in the 

spirit, he went to preach to the spirits in prison. Now it was 

long ago, when Noah was still building that ark which 

saved only a small group of eight people ‘by water’, and 

when God was still waiting patiently, that these spirits re-

fused to believe. That water is a type of the baptism which 

saves you now, and which is not the washing off of physi-

cal dirt but a pledge made to God from a good con-

science, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 

entered heaven and is at God’s right hand, now that he 

has made the angels and Dominations and Powers his 

subjects. 

 

Gospel 

 Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 

was baptised by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 

coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 

you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilder-

ness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by 

Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels 

waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, pro-

claiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 

and believe in the good news.” 

READINGS 20/21 FEBRUARY 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers.  The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

First Sunday of Lent Year B 

Sunday 21 Feb 2021 
 

Priest: Sisters and brothers, confident of God's mercy, let us bring our prayers before the 

Lord.  
 

Reader: That our Holy Father Pope Francis will lead us in faith and repentance during this 

season of Lent.   

 (pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That leaders of nations will resist the temptations of greed and power.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That those preparing for Christian Initiation will discover God’s covenant with 

them and all creation.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That our parish community will turn to Christ for consolation and never doubt 

God’s abundant love.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That the sick will be sustained by God's mercy and kindness, especially Michelle 

Roet and all those in our parish bulletin  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That those who have died will live forever in the grace of God , especially Harry 

Pemberton, Frank Sedmak, Gerald Meighan & Helen Bruce 

(pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Priest: Loving Father, you shower us with mercy and compassion. Hear our prayers and 

help us to resist temptation and enter into your forgiveness and peace. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord .   
  

All: Amen 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

Sat 5.00pm 

Sun. 8.00am, 10.00am & 12.00pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 

By appointment only 
 

YOUTH MASS 

3rd Sunday of the month, will resume 

once restrictions have eased. 
 

AGED CARE MASSES 

(Subject to change) 

Glaica House:  

2nd Thurs 10.30am 

Estia Forster: 3rd Tues 

10.30am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Holy Name Catholic School K-6 

41 Lake Street, Forster 

Ph: 6554 6504 

E:admin@forster.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.forster.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Brooke Stephens 

 

St Clare’s High School 7-12 

Davis Street, Taree 

P: 6552 3300 

E:Admin@tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Nicholls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation 
Forster Tues 9.30am 
Monica 6555 7038 

Hallidays Point Wed 10am  
John 0417 249 466 

 

Social Justice Group 
Last Wed 5.30pm Meeting Room 

Tim Prescott 6555 8517 
 

Gardening Group 
3rd Thursday of the month, 8am 
Church grounds. Howard 6557 

6826 
 

Family and Friends Group  
Meets monthly, contact Carol and  
Terry Pearson on 0408768729.  

 

Singing Practice 
Ken Heffernan 6554 6304  

(see parish timetable) 
 

Holy Hour  
Tues 3.30pm in the Church 

 

Finance Council 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 5pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Pastoral Council 
1st Thursday of the month, 5.30pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Novena to our Lady of  

Perpetual Help and Rosary 
Wed 11.00am in the Church 

Shiony 0411 493 086 
 

Secular Franciscan  

Fraternity 
4th Sunday of the month after the 

9.00am Mass 
 

 

 
 

 

PARISH GROUPS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BAPTISMS 
Celebrated most Sundays.  

Bookings via the Parish website 
 

MARRIAGE 
Celebrated by arrangement with at 
least 3 months notice. Bookings via 

the parish website 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 
Enrolment via the Parish Website 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 

ADULTS 
(RCIA) Parish Office 6554 6304 

 

CATHOLIC CARE 
Phone: 6539 5900 for services   

provided in Forster 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH TEAM 

Fr Greg Barker - Parish Priest 
gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au 
Emergency Contact 0417 321 209 

 

Danielle Kingdom 
Admin Assistant 

danielle.kingdom@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Fri  9.00am- 3.30pm 

Phone: 6554 6401 
 

Website: 
www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

 

Follow us on facebook: 
@catholicparishofforstertuncurry 

 
 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Bridgeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 

with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 

position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept 

any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

Serving meals to the community 

from the parish hall 

Wed & Thurs 12pm-1pm 

mailto:gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au

