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We acknowledge the Worimi people - the traditional custodians of this place 
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The weekly Bulletin of the Catholic Parish of Forster Tuncurry 

“Unity in Christ” 
Holy Name of Jesus Church, 33 Lake Street, Forster 2428 NSW   

Ph: 6554 6401 E: forster-tuncurry.parish@mn.catholic.org.au W:www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

Peace in Christ, Parish Family!  

While preparing for one of the baptisms last Sunday, the grandmother of the kid about to be baptized 
mentioned to me that his hubby informed her that “it is not the normal priest (that is, the Parish Priest) 
who will be baptizing their grandchild.” I called for her husband and cried, “Yes, it is the abnormal priest 
who will be baptizing your grandchild!”  

Almost a fortnight has passed since I moved to Forster. And, I am simply amazed at the community’s 
warmth and generosity. I remain deeply grateful to the families who brought me to the Club and opened 
the doors of their homes for this abnormal priest. But, I do wonder how many abnormal people have we 
welcomed in our homes and in our lives. Sometimes, it is easier for us to receive people who share our 
similarities, who are less different, people who are more normal.  

I just have to ask: Who is our neighbour? When were those moments in our lives when we have genuinely 
opened our doors to those whom society classify as abnormal, those who are totally different from us? Or, 
are the neighbours we received limited to those who belong to our economic class, who share our politics 
and belief system, who possess the same skin colour, among others?   

In November of 2003, I made a pilgrimage to the Shrine of the Our Lady of Manaoag in the Philippines. I 
was a novice at that time. My Novice Master gave me and my companion just enough money to purchase 
our bus tickets to bring us back to the Novitiate. The journey was 170 kms. If we use the money given to 
us, we would have to walk back for another 170 kms. So, we begged for food, water and shelter while we 
made the journey.   

I remember the end of the first day of our pilgrimage. It was nearly evening. We ran in haste to the nearest 
Catholic Church to ask for help. We were lucky, or at least we thought we were lucky. The mass has just 
ended and people were exiting the Church. I thought people are more generous after mass for we ought to 
“go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life!” We asked for their help but nobody even tried to make an 
eye contact with us. People carrying their rosaries and their hymnals changed their direction when we ap-
proached them. When help was not available, we knocked at the presbytery. We were rejected because we 
looked like “terrorists” – their words not mine. We have been walking for almost twelve hours under the 
heat of the tropical sun; the fumes from the vehicles that passed us along the highway wrapped around 
our bodies blending with our sweat. We stank; we looked abnormal and we were dead tired.  

Then, we decided to knock on the doors of the nearby houses. It took us at least ten houses and ten rejec-
tions before we were welcomed with a hot meal and a space for us to rest. The father of the house even of-
fered us their bathroom to clean ourselves. It was a very welcome respite. We left their house before sun-
rise to continue on with the journey to Mary’s Shrine.   

A year later, I visited the home that welcomed us. I did remember the father’s face and his house. And, I 
talked to him who opened his doors for us when we were stinking, looking abnormal and dead tired. But, 
he said he does not remember us. He did not even remember that he welcomed us to his home and of the 
goodness he has shown us.  

My prayer for our community: may we always be filled with the alacrity to reach out to those in the mar-
gins, living abnormal lives. And, in the event we show them our kindness, may we never remember the 
goodness and the charity that we gave them. Instead, may we remain steadfast and be filled with joy in 
being kind and charitable to others expecting nothing from them not even a word of thanks. Our only re-
ward is the thought that God would remember that we tried to do and be good in our lifetime.  

May Australia Day and the coming week be blessed and meaningful for you and for your loved ones.  

Fr Anthony 



 

 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN 
YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

 

Recently Deceased: Marie Cross 

Anniversary: Alfred Thomas 

We remember and pray for those who 
are ill at home and in hospital at this 
time, may they know the healing pres-
ence of Christ: 

Roseanne Telfer, Michael O’Hara, 
Marion Prescott, Roger Curry, Dulcie 
Goldsmith, Barry Bolton, Ray Vidler, 
Rachal, Robert Greig, Lawson Ran-
kin, Josephine Camilleri, Zac Goger-
ly, Junior Soliano, Ann Moreira, 
Dawn Gander, Win Preston, Ken 
Vote, Anna Lee, Robyn Thomas, 
Angela McNamara, Lucilla Bacalla, 
Denis Wilson, Clare McKay, Kath 
Copas, Bill McElroy, David Ball, Mi-
chael Siddle, Ellen Stewart, Rod Mil-
ligan, Camille Betar, Joseph Barnett, 
Mark Campbell, Veronica Bucki, 
Michelle Perera Byrne, Ruth Morrow 
Please ring the parish office if you 
wish to add your loved ones to the 
sick list and also to be taken off the 
list once they are well. Thank you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Process For Attending Sun-
day Mass 

Please note that online live 
streaming of the 8.00am Mass will 
continue for the foreseeable fu-
ture.  

As you know there are some re-
strictions included with the re-
establishment of public Mass-
es: communion on the hand and un-
der only the species of Bread, no 
shaking hands, no holy water, desig-
nated seating, collection baskets 
available but not passed, social dis-
tancing for the communion line, sign 
in and sign out sheets available and 
mandatory, no singing, hand sanitis-
er and the cleaning of the church 
after each service: to facilitate a 
speedy and efficient cleaning pro-
cess I am asking that you avoid 

kneeling.  

If you are unwell, have flu like 
symptoms or have anything that 
would put your health at risk or 
the health of others at risk you are 
asked to stay home. 

The current Mass times are: Sat 
5.00pm & Sun 8.00am, 10.00am 

and 12 noon.  

If you would like to attend Mass at 
one of the times mentioned you are 
asked to register, preferably by email 
however you are able to contact us 
b y  p h o n e :  f o r s t e r -
tuncurry.parish@mn.catholic.org.au 

or 6554 6401.  

To Register: 

1. Submit your name and others who 
will attend with you, address and 

contact phone number. 

2. Nominate the Mass you wish to 

attend. 

3. You can register on behalf of 
someone else providing that you 

have asked them.  

4. Your booking can be re-occurring 
so that you only need to register 

once. 

5. For re-occurring bookings let us 
know when you will be away so that 
we can take you off the register for 
that weekend and also if you would 

like to change Mass times. 

6. You will then receive an email to 

confirm your attendance.  

 

Arrival: 

1. Sanitise your hands as you enter 

the church.   

2. Scan the QR code and check in 
or sign in using the registration 
sheet.  

3. Look for the crosses and indica-
tors on the seats where places have 
been allocated for seating. If you live 
i n  t h e  s a m e  h o u s e  o r 
have travelled together you are al-

lowed to sit together. 

4. Avoid unnecessary movement 

around the church.   

5. Remember social distancing is still 
in place and we are asked to main-

tain the 1.5 metre distancing. 
 

Departure: 

1. Check out in the Service NSW 
app. 

2. You are asked not to linger after 
Mass but make your way home or 
out as your plan. The carpark and 
surrounds need to be cleared for the 

next Mass.  
 

If you are sick could you let us 
know as soon as possible so that 
we can take your name off the list 
and include someone else. If you 
turn up on the day with flu like 

symptoms you can't come in.  

If you change your mind, please 
let us know so that we may include  

someone else in the Mass. 

If the Church is full should you just 
turn up, sadly for me I can't let you 

in under the current restrictions. 

If you are coming from an area of 
high COVID-19 transmission we 
ask that you consider viewing Mass 
through our live stream option in-

stead of attending. 

Parish Timetable  

WEEKDAY MASS 
25 Jan– 30 Jan 

TUE: 10.00am (No 4.30pm Mass) 
WED: 9.00am  
FRI: 9.30am 

Sun  
24 Jan 

9.30am Franciscan 
Meeting– Parish Office 

Mon 
25 Jan 

9am Counters– Team 4 

Tue  
26 Jan 

PARISH OFFICE 
CLOSED- PUBLIC 

HOLIDAY 
No Christian Meditation  
10.00am Australia Day 
Mass 

Wed 
27 Jan 

11am Novena to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help  
 

12pm Community 
Kitchen 

Thu 
28 Jan 

12pm Community 
Kitchen 

We strongly encourage everyone to 
use the QR code linked to the Ser-
vice NSW app to check in and out of 
the church. If you require assistance 
with this check in process please 
contact the office and we will help. 



 

 

 dialogue, to discern more fully the 
framework for considering 'Building 
the Kingdom of God Together, Our 

Journey' in our diocese.  
 

The purpose of the diocesan reflec-
tions during Lent (17 February – 31 
March) is to enable all members of 
the diocesan community to respond to 
the papers developed by the Synod 

Working Party. 
 

The Church of Maitland-Newcastle 
is centred on Christ, the Corner-
stone, and seeks always to live as 
a community of people who believe 
and are missionary disciples. 
 

We are inviting people to explore our 
life and mission as the church of the 
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 
through our five foundations with the 

following component parts: 
 

Virtual launch of Project Compas-
sion (Tuesday 16 February) 
Week One - Identity and Community 
Week Two - Worship and Prayer 
Week Three - Formation and Educa-
tion 
Week Four - Mission and Outreach 
Week Five - Leadership and Struc-
ture 
Week Six – Holy Week, Virtual The 

Way of the Cross 
 

Synod delegates will be facilitating the 
Contemplative Dialogue Reflection 
Program throughout Lent in Parishes, 

schools and online. 
 

For those wanting to connect with this 
program online, you are invited to 
register each week to one of the ses-
sions. It is optional to register at the 
same time or a different time each 

week. 
 

Mondays - 22 February - 22 March, 
9.30am to 11am 
Tuesdays - 23 February - 23 March, 
1pm to 2.30pm 
Wednesdays - 24 February - 24 
March, 6pm to 7.30pm 
Thursdays - 25 February - 25 March, 
10.30am - 12pm or 6pm to 7.30pm 
Fridays - 26 February - 26 March, 
9.30am - 11am 

 

THE LATEST NEWS FROM OUR 
SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS 

 

As part of our role within our Parish, 
the Safeguarding Promoters need to 
ensure that our Catholic community 
continues to be informed of, and to 
promote, Safeguarding Values. To this 
end, your attention is drawn to the lo-
cation of posters that have been 

placed on the walls of our church.  

One such poster which is located at 
the back of Forster’s Holy Name Cath-
olic Church, labelled ‘Our Parish Com-
mitment to Safeguarding’, informs us 
that, as a people of our parish, we are 
committed to fostering safety and care 
to all people, especially for children 
and others in our community who are 

vulnerable.   

Also, a timely reminder to all of our 
valued Parish-based volunteers, in any 
of 38 identified roles, that our Parish 
Administration Assistant, Danielle 
Kingdom, is required to maintain an 
electronic Government Matrix register 
of your identity, role(s) and any qualifi-
cations/training in order to comply with 

Safeguarding Standards Criteria.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Special Religious Education (SRE) 

is an important ministry within our Dio-

cese which supports parents, students, 

clergy and parishes in the religious 

education of approximately 2500 stu-

dents attending government schools. 

The Parish Children in our Govern-

ment schools need your help! Do you 

have a calling to spread the good news 

and joy of the Gospels to children in 

2021? Can you assist with Special Re-

ligious Education in the short and/or 

long term? Contact Danielle in the par-

ish office for more information. 

 

 

Australia Day Mass 
 

Fr Anthony will hold an Australia Day 
Mass on Tue 26 Jan at 10am. 
Please register your attendance for 

this Mass with the parish office. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lenten Program: If you wish to host 
a Lenten group please sign your 
name and details on the list found on 
the church door. The Lenten pro-
gram we will use this year is called 
“Comfort” from the Diocese of Wol-

longong.  
 

Annual Catechist Mass  
The annual catechist mass will be 
on Saturday 20 February at 2pm in 
the Sacred Heart Cathedral. RSVPs 
including dietary requirements are 

essential for this event. 

R S V P s  b y  5  F e b r u -
ary to natasha.brotherton@mn.catho

lic.org.au or phone 4979 1193. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF 
GOD TOGETHER, OUR JOUR-
NEY: Diocesan Contemplative 
Dialogue Reflection Program 

 

From Lent until Pentecost the people 
of the diocese will be invited, 
through a process of contemplative 

FACE MASKS FOR SALE IN 
CHURCH 

$10 ea or 3 for $25.  

What’s happening in the Diocese... 

What’s happening locally... 

PALMS FOR ASH 

WEDNESDAY: could 

we please ask you to 

start brining in the 

palms that were blessed last Palm 

Sunday back in readiness for Ash 

Wednesday? They can be left at the 

Church in the basket provided till 

the 17 Feb 2021. They will be burnt 

and used as the ash on Ash 

Wednesday.  



 

 

First Reading 
Jon 3:1-5. 10 
A reading from the prophet Jonah 
The Ninevites renounced their evil ways. 
The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and preach to them as I 
told you to.’ Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great 
beyond compare: it took three days to cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a day’s journey. He preached in 
these words, ‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the people of Nineveh believed in God; 
they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least. 
God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour. And God relented: he did not inflict on them the disaster which 
he had threatened. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 24:4-9. R. v.4 
(R.) Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
1.Lord, make me know your ways.  
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour. (R.) 
2.Remember your mercy, Lord,  
and the love you have shown from of old. 
In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.) 
3.The Lord is good and upright.  
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 
 
Second Reading 
1 Cor 7:29-31 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
The world as we know it is passing away. 
Brothers, our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though they had none, and those who mourn 
should live as though they had nothing to mourn for; those who are enjoying life should live as though there were noth-
ing to laugh about; those whose life is buying things should live as though they had nothing of their own; and those 
who have to deal with the world should not become engrossed in it. I say this because the world as we know it is pass-
ing away. 
Gospel 
Mk 1:14-20 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
Repent, and believe the Good News. 
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. ‘The time has 
come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’ 
As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net in the lake – for 
they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers of men.’ And at once they left 
their nets and followed him. 

READINGS 23/24 JANUARY 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers.  The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
Sunday 24 Jan 2021 

 

Priest: As believers of the Good News, we bring our prayers before the Lord.  
 

Reader: That our Holy Father Pope Francis will continue to be a gracious shepherd for all 
who follow Christ.   

 (pause) In your kindness: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That leaders of nations will show mercy on all who are maginalised or in need.  

(pause) In your kindness: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That all who have sinned will find relief and repentance in Christ.  

(pause) In your kindness: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That our parish community will always believe the Good News and follow Christ as 
fishers of men.  

(pause) In your kindness: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That the sick and housebound will be shown mercy and healing, especially all those 
in our parish bulletin  

(pause) In your kindness: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That those who have died will dwell forever in the Kingdom of God, especially Al-
fred Thomas & Marie Cross. 

(pause) In your kindness: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Priest: Loving Father, we strive to live the Good News by following Christ. Hear our pray-
ers and give us courage to renounce our sins and freedom to believe your Gospel of 
truth. We ask this through Christ our Lord .   

  

All: Amen 

The story of Australia 

Is the story of me 

It’s the story of you 

It’s the story of we 

In parts it is painful 

In parts it is raw 

In others it’s beautiful 

Inspiring great awe 

It tells of many people 

From far and wide 

And those who’ve been here 

Since the beginning of time 

It brings us together 

And tears us apart 

We all have our views 

So where do we start? 

By listening to each other 

And sharing our part 

https://www.australiaday.org.au/ 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

Sat 5.00pm 

Sun. 8.00am, 10.00am & 12.00pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 

By appointment only 
 

YOUTH MASS 

3rd Sunday of the month, will resume 

once restrictions have eased. 
 

AGED CARE MASSES 

(Subject to change) 

Glaica House:  

2nd Thurs 10.30am 

Estia Forster: 3rd Tues 

10.30am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Holy Name Catholic School K-6 

41 Lake Street, Forster 

Ph: 6554 6504 

E:admin@forster.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.forster.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Brooke Stephens 

 

St Clare’s High School 7-12 

Davis Street, Taree 

P: 6552 3300 

E:Admin@tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Nicholls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation 
Forster Tues 9.30am 
Monica 6555 7038 

Hallidays Point Wed 10am  
John 0417 249 466 

 

Social Justice Group 
Last Wed 5.30pm Meeting Room 

Tim Prescott 6555 8517 
 

Gardening Group 
3rd Thursday of the month, 8am 
Church grounds. Howard 6557 

6826 
 

Family and Friends Group  
Meets monthly, contact Carol and  
Terry Pearson on 0408768729.  

 

Singing Practice 
Ken Heffernan 6554 6304  

(see parish timetable) 
 

Holy Hour  
Tues 3.30pm in the Church 

 

Finance Council 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 5pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Pastoral Council 
1st Thursday of the month, 5.30pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Novena to our Lady of  

Perpetual Help and Rosary 
Wed 11.00am in the Church 

Shiony 0411 493 086 
 

Secular Franciscan  

Fraternity 
4th Sunday of the month after the 

9.00am Mass 
 

 

 
 

 

PARISH GROUPS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BAPTISMS 
Celebrated most Sundays.  

Bookings via the Parish website 
 

MARRIAGE 
Celebrated by arrangement with at 
least 3 months notice. Bookings via 

the parish website 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 
Enrolment via the Parish Website 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 

ADULTS 
(RCIA) Parish Office 6554 6304 

 

CATHOLIC CARE 
Phone: 6539 5900 for services   

provided in Forster 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH TEAM 

Fr Greg Barker - Parish Priest 
gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au 
Emergency Contact 0417 321 209 

 

Danielle Kingdom 
Admin Assistant 

danielle.kingdom@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Fri  9.00am- 3.30pm 

Phone: 6554 6401 
 

Website: 
www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

 

Follow us on facebook: 
@catholicparishofforstertuncurry 

 
 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Bridgeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 

with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 

position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept 

any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

Serving meals to the community 

from the parish hall 

Wed & Thurs 12pm-1pm 

mailto:gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au

