
 

 

    Bridgeside Bulletin 

We acknowledge the Worimi people - the traditional custodians of this place 

SUNDAY 10  JANUARY 2021,     THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD YEAR B 

The weekly Bulletin of the Catholic Parish of Forster Tuncurry 

“Unity in Christ” 
Holy Name of Jesus Church, 33 Lake Street, Forster 2428 NSW   

Ph: 6554 6401 E: forster-tuncurry.parish@mn.catholic.org.au W:www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

Dear Parish Family,  

My patience has been sorely tested this week. I’ve spent an exhaustive amount of time in queues 
waiting: lots of prayers have ascended heaven can I tell you! I had the ‘pleasure’ of fifty minutes 
in a line at the ANZ bank on Monday and life went downhill a little from there as I tried to get 
some ‘ducks in a row’ before I go on leave. As I have shared with you ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ and the 
‘Hail Mary’ are great ways to spend time whilst waiting and they certainly change perspective: 
much easier to breath through the delay or problem ahead and a whole lot harder to ‘lose it’ com-
ing out of prayer.  
 

I heard this week lots of responses to questions with ‘there is nothing we can do about that!’ Do 
you find that frustrating? I think sometimes I get, maybe you get, told something that I want to 

hear for either a sale or to shut me up   There is always something that can be done. 
 

When I was in the RAAF I learnt very quickly when working as an advocate for the troops that at 
the end of almost every policy there is a clause that simply says ‘at the managers discretion’ or 
‘the discretion of the CO’. As a Chaplain that tool was incredibly helpful for negotiating those 
things that didn’t neatly fit a norm or were an exceptional circumstance. Life is full of exceptional 
circumstances. Mostly we live our lives in the normal whatever that is but none of us fit so neatly 
into that box that our lives are simply black and white. The RAAF hierarchy somehow knew that 
as truth, the Church certainly knows it (it’s why priests spend so long in seminaries studying the 
rules), and most organisations have ways to help negotiate it.  
 

‘There is nothing we can do about that’ is never a real truth! The truth allows us choice which 
means there is always something that can be done.  
 

I take seriously the quote from John’s Gospel ‘the truth shall set you free’(John 8:32). Sometimes 
the truth is difficult to hear especially if it is something we don’t want to hear or feel affronted by. 
A home truth can be devastating especially if it is to close to home or is being used as a tool to 
hurt or inflict pain. It can be liberating in the sense we can make some decisions for growth or for 
moving on. Even in that sense we get an opportunity for change and development. Truth can be 
hard, but without truth there is no opportunity for transformation, and it is why it does as Jesus 
says set us free. 
 

Not many sleeps now till I go in for the surgery. I hope I have everything ready for Anthony and I 
know you will be kind to him. He wont know who does what so of your generosity you might 
make yourselves known to him and especially if you take communion to the sick, receive com-
munion in your seat or have a low gluten host.  
 

Thanks to Michael Elliot for putting up St Joseph. The statue came from the Sisters’ convent and 
was given to us by them as they departed. I am pleased that we can have it up in the Church. I will 
at some point get a plaque of some sort acknowledging their work amongst us placed on it: in the 
meantime you might keep the sisters in your prayers especially those who have served in our dis-
trict. 

Kind regards , 

Greg 
Parish Priest 



 

 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN 
YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

 

Recently Deceased:  

Anniversary: Denis Moynihan  

We remember and pray for those who 
are ill at home and in hospital at this 
time, may they know the healing pres-
ence of Christ: 

Roseanne Telfer, Michael O’Hara, 
Marion Prescott, Roger Curry, Dulcie 
Goldsmith, Barry Bolton, Ray Vidler, 
Rachal, Robert Greig, Lawson Ran-
kin, Josephine Camilleri, Zac Goger-
ly, Junior Soliano, Ann Moreira, 
Dawn Gander, Win Preston, Ken 
Vote, Anna Lee, Robyn Thomas, 
Angela McNamara, Lucilla Bacalla, 
Denis Wilson, Clare McKay, Kath 
Copas, Bill McElroy, David Ball, Mi-
chael Siddle, Ellen Stewart, Rod Mil-
ligan, Camille Betar, Joseph Barnett, 
Mark Campbell, Veronica Bucki, 
Michelle Perera Byrne, Ruth Morrow 
Please ring the parish office if you 
wish to add your loved ones to the 
sick list and also to be taken off the 
list once they are well. Thank you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Process For Attending Sun-
day Mass 

Please note that online live 
streaming of the 8.00am Mass will 
continue for the foreseeable fu-
ture.  

As you know there are some re-
strictions included with the re-
establishment of public Mass-
es: communion on the hand and un-
der only the species of Bread, no 
shaking hands, no holy water, desig-
nated seating, collection baskets 
available but not passed, social dis-
tancing for the communion line, sign 
in and sign out sheets available and 
mandatory, no singing, hand sanitis-
er and the cleaning of the church 
after each service: to facilitate a 
speedy and efficient cleaning pro-
cess I am asking that you avoid 

kneeling.  

If you are unwell, have flu like 
symptoms or have anything that 
would put your health at risk or 
the health of others at risk you are 
asked to stay home. 

The current Mass times are: Sat 
5.00pm & Sun 8.00am, 10.00am 

and 12 noon.  

If you would like to attend Mass at 
one of the times mentioned you are 
asked to register, preferably by email 
however you are able to contact us 
b y  p h o n e :  f o r s t e r -
tuncurry.parish@mn.catholic.org.au 

or 6554 6401.  

To Register: 

1. Submit your name and others who 
will attend with you, address and 

contact phone number. 

2. Nominate the Mass you wish to 

attend. 

3. You can register on behalf of 
someone else providing that you 

have asked them.  

4. Your booking can be re-occurring 
so that you only need to register 

once. 

5. For re-occurring bookings let us 
know when you will be away so that 
we can take you off the register for 
that weekend and also if you would 

like to change Mass times. 

6. You will then receive an email to 

confirm your attendance.  

 

Arrival: 

1. Sanitise your hands as you enter 

the church.   

2. Scan the QR code and check in 
or sign in using the registration 
sheet.  

3. Look for the crosses and indica-
tors on the seats where places have 
been allocated for seating. If you live 
i n  t h e  s a m e  h o u s e  o r 
have travelled together you are al-

lowed to sit together. 

4. Avoid unnecessary movement 

around the church.   

5. Remember social distancing is still 
in place and we are asked to main-

tain the 1.5 metre distancing. 

 

Departure: 

1. Check out in the Service NSW 
app. 

2. You are asked not to linger after 
Mass but make your way home or 
out as your plan. The carpark and 
surrounds need to be cleared for the 

next Mass.  

 

If you are sick could you let us 
know as soon as possible so that 
we can take your name off the list 
and include someone else. If you 
turn up on the day with flu like 

symptoms you can't come in.  

If you change your mind, please 
let us know so that we may include  

someone else in the Mass. 

If the Church is full should you just 
turn up, sadly for me I can't let you 

in under the current restrictions. 

If you are coming from an area of 
high COVID-19 transmission we 
ask that you consider viewing Mass 
through our live stream option in-

stead of attending. 
 

 

 

Parish Timetable  

WEEKDAY MASS 
11 Jan– 16 Jan 
TUE: 4.30pm 
WED: 9.00am  
FRI: 9.30am 

Mon 
11 Jan 

9am Counters– Team 2 

Tue  
12 Jan 

9.30am Christian Medita-
tion 

Wed 
13 Jan 

11am Novena to Our La-
dy of Perpetual Help  
 
12pm Community Kitchen 

Thu 
14 Jan 

12pm Community Kitchen 

We strongly encourage everyone to 
use the QR code linked to the Ser-
vice NSW app to check in and out of 
the church. If you require assistance 
with this check in process please 
contact the office and we will help. 



 

 

 neighbourhood hubs mobilise their 
volunteers. Hubs are formed accord-
ing to suburb and postcode. The goal 
is to have the person in need assisted 

by their nearest neighbour. 

Hello Hunter are now looking for hub 
leaders and volunteers. Volunteers 
need to submit a form, validated by 
their local parish priest or parish lead-
er. Go to hellohunter.org.au for more 

information or call 4948 6837 

Dates for the Diocesan Synod: 

Second session of Synod – Discern-

ment is on 22nd May 2021 

Third session of Synod – Implementa-

tion is on 21st November 2021 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Art Competition: 

Artists are invited to create a work 
based on the themes found in the 
Social Justice Statement “Live Life to 
the Full: Mental Health in Australia 
Today”. Works can be 2 or 3 dimen-
sional no larger than 1x1m. Name, 
title of work, school, parish and phone 
number clearly labelled on the back. 
This information plus a 150 word artist 
statement must accompany the work 
and be emai led through to 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 
before June 19. Exhibition date is Sat 
17 Jul at  San Clemente High School, 

Mayfield 2-5pm. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DoMN COVID-19 Liturgy Reflec-
tions Survey: 

Let you voice be heard! The DoMN 
COVID-19 Liturgy Reflections Survey 

is now live! 

This is an important opportunity to 
voice your liturgical insights and expe-

riences during COVID-19.  

If you do not have access to a com-
puter, phone Sharon Murphy on 4979 

1134 for a hard copy.  

Take the survey here: https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/mn-liturgy  
 

 

 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS 
 

Local parishioners, Teresa Siminska 
and Anne Evans, have taken on the 
role in our parish of Safeguarding Pro-
moters. Their role is to ensure that our 
parish complies with the National Cath-
olic Safeguarding Standards and that 
Safeguarding Procedures are promot-

ed within the parish.  

Promoters of Safeguarding are, at pre-
sent, investigating the National Catho-
lic Safeguarding Standards to secure 
evidence of compliance within our par-
ish. Our weekly Parish Bulletin, Parish 
website and Facebook media outlet 
will be platforms utilized to inform the 

Catholic community of progress.  

Our Promoters will continue to inform 
our Catholic community of what is al-
ready in place and/or what needs to be 
implemented to ensure a safe environ-
ment for children and vulnerable peo-

ple.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Special Religious Education (SRE) 

is an important ministry within our Dio-

cese which supports parents, students, 

clergy and parishes in the religious 

education of approximately 2500 stu-

dents attending government schools. 

The Parish Children in our Govern-

ment schools need your help! Do you 

have a calling to spread the good news 

and joy of the Gospels to children in 

2021? Can you assist with Special Re-

ligious Education in the short and/or 

long term? Contact Danielle in the par-

ish office for more information. 

 

 

2021 NSW Premier’s  

Multicultural  Awards 

Nominations for the 2021 NSW 
Premier’s Multicultural Community 
Medals and Multicultural Honour Roll 

are open. 
 

The Medals recognise everyday 
multicultural heroes and champions! 
So if you know someone doing 
amazing work in the community, you 
can nominate them before Monday 

22 January.   
 

There are eleven medal categories: 

 Lifetime Community Service 

 Youth 

 Arts and Culture 

 NSW Human Rights Award 

 Regional Unity 

 Stepan Kerkyasharian AO 

Community Harmony Medal 

 Business Excellence Medal – 

Corporate 

 Business Excellence Medal – 

Not for Profit 

 Business Excellence Medal – 

Local Government 

 Sports 

 Language Services Medal. 
 

The Multicultural Honour Roll is a 
posthumous recognition to mark the 
legacy of those people who have 
made a lasting contribution to the 
community in New South Wales that 

extends beyond their passing. 
 

For more information, go to: https://
multicultural.nsw.gov.au/premiers-

multicultural-community-medals/ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hello Hunter helps people who are 
feeling isolated, lonely or anxious. 
Volunteers are available to make a 
friendly call, deliver essentials, assist 
in finding specialised help or on re-

quest pray with the person. 

Hello Hunter has a call centre, which 
takes requests for assistance, then 

FACE MASKS FOR SALE IN 
CHURCH 

$10 ea or 3 for $25.  

Columban Art Calendars 

on sale for $8 

What’s happening in the Diocese... 



 

 

First Reading 
Is 42:1-4. 6-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Here is my servant, my chosen one in 
whom I am well pleased. 
Thus says the Lord: 
Here is my servant whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom my soul delights. 
I have endowed him with my spirit 
that he may bring true justice to the nations. 
He does not cry out or shout aloud, 
or make his voice heard in the streets. 
He does not break the crushed reed, 
nor quench the wavering flame. 
Faithfully he brings true justice; 
he will neither waver, nor be crushed 
until true justice is established on earth 
for the islands are awaiting his law. 
I, the Lord, have called you to serve the 
cause of right;  
I have taken you by the hand and formed 
you;  
I have appointed you as covenant of the 
people and light of the nations, 
to open the eyes of the blind, 
to free captives from prison, 
and those who live in darkness from the 
dungeon. 
 

 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11 
(R.) The Lord will bless his people with 
peace. 
1.O give the Lord you sons of God,  
give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.) 
2.The Lord’s voice resounding on the wa-
ters,  
the Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord, full of power, 
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R.) 
3.The God of glory thunders.  
In his temple they all cry: 'Glory!' 
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood: 
the Lord sits as king for ever. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 
Acts 10:34-38 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and 
with power. 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his house-
hold: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ 
he said ‘is that God does not have favour-
ites, but that anybody of any nationality who 
fears God and does what is right is accepta-
ble to him. 
‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of 
Israel, and it was to them that the good 
news of peace was brought by Jesus Christ 

- but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You 
must have heard about the recent happen-
ings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth 
and how he began in Galilee, after John 
had been preaching baptism. God had 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, and because God was with him, 
Jesus went about doing good and curing all 
who had fallen into the power of the devil.’ 
 

Gospel 
Mk 1:7-11 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to Mark 
You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 
In the course of his preaching John the 
Baptist said, ‘Someone is following me, 
someone who is more powerful than I am, 
and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the 
strap of his sandals. I have baptised you 
with water, but he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 
It was at this time that Jesus came from 
Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised in the 
Jordan by John. No sooner had he come up 
out of the water than he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit, like a dove, de-
scending on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my 
favour rests on you.’ 
  

READINGS 9/10 JANUARY 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers.  The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

 

Priest: Dearest friends, let us bring our inten-
tions before our God, the Lord of power 
and might.  

 

Reader: That the Holy Church will continue in 
faith serving all people with a humble 
spirit.  

 (pause) In your glory: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That those preparing for Confirmation 
will find strength in the Holy Spirit and 
turn to follow Jesus in faith.  

(pause) In your glory: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That through the waters of Baptism, our 
parish community will be strengthened 
by the Holy Spirit as we minister to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  

(pause) In your glory: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That young people beginning their 
working lives may see Jesus as a role 
model of justice and righteousness.  

(pause) In your glory: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That the Lord will bless the sick with 
peace, especially all those in our parish 
bulletin  

(pause) In your glory: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That those who have died will live forev-
er in the Father’s care, especially Denis 
Moynihan. 

(pause) In your glory: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Priest: Loving Father, through the Holy Spirit 
you gave us your beloved Son. Hear our 
prayers and grant us your favour as we 
live your Gospel. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.    

  

All: Amen 

The Baptism of the Lord Year B, Sunday 10 Jan 2021 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

Sat 5.00pm 

Sun. 8.00am, 10.00am & 12.00pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 

By appointment only 
 

YOUTH MASS 

3rd Sunday of the month, will resume 

once restrictions have eased. 
 

AGED CARE MASSES 

(Subject to change) 

Glaica House:  

2nd Thurs 10.30am 

Estia Forster: 3rd Tues 

10.30am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Holy Name Catholic School K-6 

41 Lake Street, Forster 

Ph: 6554 6504 

E:admin@forster.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.forster.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Brooke Stephens 

 

St Clare’s High School 7-12 

Davis Street, Taree 

P: 6552 3300 

E:Admin@tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Nicholls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation 
Forster Tues 9.30am 
Monica 6555 7038 

Hallidays Point Wed 10am  
John 0417 249 466 

 

Social Justice Group 
Last Wed 5.30pm Meeting Room 

Tim Prescott 6555 8517 
 

Gardening Group 
3rd Thursday of the month, 8am 
Church grounds. Howard 6557 

6826 
 

Family and Friends Group  
Meets monthly, contact Carol and  
Terry Pearson on 0408768729.  

 

Singing Practice 
Ken Heffernan 6554 6304  

(see parish timetable) 
 

Holy Hour  
Tues 3.30pm in the Church 

 

Finance Council 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 5pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Pastoral Council 
1st Thursday of the month, 5.30pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Novena to our Lady of  

Perpetual Help and Rosary 
Wed 11.00am in the Church 

Shiony 0411 493 086 
 

Secular Franciscan  

Fraternity 
4th Sunday of the month after the 

9.00am Mass 
 

 

 
 

 

PARISH GROUPS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BAPTISMS 
Celebrated most Sundays.  

Bookings via the Parish website 
 

MARRIAGE 
Celebrated by arrangement with at 
least 3 months notice. Bookings via 

the parish website 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 
Enrolment via the Parish Website 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 

ADULTS 
(RCIA) Parish Office 6554 6304 

 

CATHOLIC CARE 
Phone: 6539 5900 for services   

provided in Forster 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH TEAM 

Fr Greg Barker - Parish Priest 
gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au 
Emergency Contact 0417 321 209 

 

Danielle Kingdom 
Admin Assistant 

danielle.kingdom@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Fri  9.00am- 3.30pm 

Phone: 6554 6401 
 

Website: 
www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

 

Follow us on facebook: 
@catholicparishofforstertuncurry 

 
 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Bridgeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 

with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 

position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept 

any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

Serving meals to the community 

from the parish hall 

Wed & Thurs 12pm-1pm 

mailto:gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au

