
 

 

    Bridgeside Bulletin 

We acknowledge the Worimi people - the traditional custodians of this place 

Sunday 5 April 2020     Palm Sunday Passion of the Lord– Year A

The weekly Bulletin of the Catholic Parish of Forster Tuncurry 

Holy Name of Jesus Church 
33 Lake Street, Forster 2428 NSW   

Ph: 6554 6401 E: forster-tuncurry.parish@mn.catholic.org.au W:www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

Dear Parish Family,  
 

I want to say thank you to you the members of our Parish family. You are awesome in your gener-
osity both in prayer, keeping connected and in keeping the finances afloat. Not an easy time for 
any of us so I appreciate greatly your work in remaining so well connected, so encouraging and 
supportive. 
 

If you know someone who isn’t connected to our bulletin through the various forms of social me-
dia would you mind giving them a call? Ten calls would be better than no calls. 
 

Many of the saints died ministering during plagues and pestilence: they worked in the streets not 
in the church buildings. They were of course at that time often the only ones in that caring role, 
and that is how many of our religious orders began 
off the backs of those wonderful men and women 
who bathed the wounds, housed the homeless and 
fed those in need, and at the end held their hands as 
they died. Right now we have a team of professional 
Catholic men and women, joining with many others 
from many faiths and backgrounds working togeth-
er (nurses, doctors, carers, police, ambos, etc) doing 
exactly what the saints did. We need to be mindful 
not to make their jobs harder. And we need to do 
what they have asked of us: to pray for them but to 
stay at home. 
 

One of the constant images that flash across our 
screens each night as we are updated is that of the 
health care workers at the forefront of care for the 
sick and the infirm. Closely followed I suspect by 
images of other of the myriad of front line services 
that operate often unseen until we need them. Their 
work is often unheralded and most often taken for 
granted, again till we need them. 
 

To the members of our congregation, our parish family, who are doctors, nurses, carers working 
in our hospitals, in our Medical Clinics and amongst our sick: thankyou! Know that we are pray-
ing for you every day. You are doing wonderful work and we are all grateful for your service and 
your sacrifice. 
 

I am in the first instance talking about the many doctors, nurses and hospital staff fronting up 
each day, working long hours, and with their own health and the health of their families at risk. I 
am very grateful for their presence. 

In recent day’s people, often nameless people, have complained or criticised one or other of our 
services at the front line. I’m not sure why that is. Maybe its human nature or the uncertainty of 
where we are that makes us strike out: maybe fear itself.  



 

 

(continued) I just think that everyone is doing their best in what is for so many of us waters 
we have never been on before. Never have our churches been closed before, our community 
sent into isolation, friends and family not being allowed to touch each other.  
 

There is one thing that Catholics do best. Actually there are hundreds of things that we do best! 
But one of those things is that we know how to pray. We don’t babble like the pagans – we talk 
with God. As importantly we sit in the sacred silence where God gets a turn to speak to us. We 
are not afraid of that silence or of our ability to hear his voice.  
 

This weekend we mark the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. He comes to save and he 
comes knowing that this is the beginning of his Passion. It is a triumphant entry; the many line 
the streets and wave palms and sing ‘Hosanna to the King of kings’! We also know that as he 
comes to save of those maybe even many of those, will be the same ones who will stand in the 
Sanhedrin and sing ‘Crucify him! Crucify him’!  
 

If we think of our own journey, our own human condition, we have to see in both those mo-
ments on Palm Sunday that there is opportunity for us to ‘Sing Hosanna’ and also sing ‘Crucify 
him’. Our Lenten discipline and our Lenten acceptance particularly this year strengthens us to 
sing the former rather than the latter. Palm Sunday is a reminder that even though Jesus knew 
he was heading to his death, he didn’t turn away from the gift he had to offer, to lay down his 
life so that we might have ours. 

Best wishes, 

Greg   
Parish Priest 



 

 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN 
YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

 

Recently Deceased: Paul Steele  

Anniversary: Marie Allen  

We remember and pray for those who 
are ill at home and in hospital at this 
time, may they know the healing pres-

ence of Christ: 

Roseanne Telfer, Michael O’Hara, Mari-
on Prescott, Roger Curry, Dulcie Gold-
smith, Barry Bolton, Elizabeth Thomas, 
Ray Vidler, Rachal, Robert Greig, John 
McCaig, Kerry Pickering, Lawson Ran-
kin, Josephine Camilleri, Zac Gogerly, 
Junior Soliano, Ann Moreira, Dawn Gan-
der, Judy Shand, Lidwine Wijtenburg, 
Win Preston, Ken Vote, Anna Lee, 
Robyn Thomas, Alan Winston, Adam 
Knixon, Alex Guider  
Please ring the parish office if you 
wish to add your loved ones to the 
sick list and also to be taken off the 
list once they are well. Thank you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Worship & Prayer  

Suggestions 
 

Sunday Worship: Can I suggest the 
following times that you might stop 
and pray the liturgies of Sunday; 

7.00am, 8.00am, 9.00am, 10.00am 
or 11.00am. Just choose one. Could 
you email us the time you would 
choose and I will let others in that 
time slot know your first name so we 
have a sense of gathering together in 
prayer. With the news letter you will 
receive Sunday's readings and the 
Prayers of Intercession. 
 

Daily Prayer one or more of the 
following options: 
  

Rosary: Can I suggest a rosary 
chain each day at the following 
times: 9.00am, 1.00pm , or 5.00pm. 

If you would like to join this chain can 
you let me know and I will connect by 
first name to those also choosing 
that time.  
 

Sunday in Lent: The Sorrowful Mys-
teries In Easter and Time After Pen-
tecost: The Glorious Mysteries 

Monday: The Joyful Mysteries 

Tuesday: The Sorrowful Mysteries 

Wednesday:  The Glorious Mysteries 

Thursday: The joyful Mysteries 

Friday: The Sorrowful Mysteries 

Saturday: The Glorious Mysteries 
 

Angelus: Can I suggest that we 
pause at  6.00am if you are up, at 
Noon and 6.00 pm to say the Ange-
lus. Prayer included.  
 

Office of Readings: Commit to one 
time during the day when you might 
pray the office of readings which we 
will send you each day. Let us know if 
you are choosing this option and we 
will let others know of you choice. 
Others will feel connected to you in 
this regard. 

 

JOIN US IN PRAYER 

O Mary, 

you always shine on our path as a 

sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you,  

Health of the Sick, who at the cross 

took part in Jesus' pain, keeping 

your faith firm. 

You, Salvation of the Roman Peo-

ple, 

know what we need,  

and we are sure you will provide so 

that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may 

return to joy and to feasting after 

this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 

and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our 

sufferings and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, to the 

joy of the resurrection. Amen. 

 

Under your protection, we seek 

refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not 

disdain the entreaties of we who 

are in trial, but deliver us from eve-

ry danger, O glorious and blessed 

Virgin.  By Pope Francis 

Angelus Prayer 
 

V. The Angel of the Lord declared 

unto Mary, 

R. And she conceived of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

Hail Mary, etc... 
 

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

R. Be it done unto me according to 

Your Word. 
 

Hail Mary, etc... 
 

V. And the Word was made flesh, 

R. And dwelt among us. 
 

Hail Mary, etc... 
 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of 

the promises of Christ. 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Pour forth, we beseech You, O Lord, 

Your Grace into our hearts; 

that as we have known the incarna-

tion of Christ, 

your Son by the message of an angel, 

so by His passion and cross 

we may be brought to the glory of His 

Resurrection. 

Through the same Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

Sunday Worship 

7am Mary, Marie 

8am Mass Live Stream TBA 

9am Monique, Carmel, Gene, 

Danira 

10am Ruth 

Rosary 

1pm Monique 

5pm Mary, Danira 



 

 

Electronic Planned Giving  

We have simplified the direct debit or 
credit card planned giving process for 
those who are isolating and unable to 
print or drop forms in but who still want to 
give. We are now able to take the pay-
ment details over the phone and com-
plete the form for you. We will record 
your phone number so that a CDF staff 
member can contact you and verify the 
request. You will also be able to indicate 
how much you would like allocated to the 
parish and how much to presbytery. If 
you would like to sign up for electronic 
planned giving please contact Danielle on 
0459 342 981. Another way you can do-
nate to the parish is through the Diocese 

of Maitland-Newcastle website: 

 https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/

parish-payments/  

To claim a tax deduction on your dona-
tion you will need to provide your planned 
giving number, if you do not have a 
planned giving number please contact us  

and we will provide you with one.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Dominic, 47, is a father of six from Papua 
New Guinea. In 2016, he became in-
volved with Caritas Australia’s partner, 
Centre of Hope who runs a safe house 
and family anonymous programs and 
turned a difficult life and an unhappy rela-

tionship around.   

Please donate to Project Compassion 
2020 to help support the Safe House 
project and help bring greater harmony to 

families in Papua New Guinea. 

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can 
donate through Parish boxes and enve-
lopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/

projectcompassion or  

phoning 1800 024 413.  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The following are suggestions we re-
ceived from parishioners on ways to 

keep occupied while at home: 

 30 day yoga experience online 

with ‘Adrienne’ : 

h t t ps : / / ww w. y ou t ube. c om / w at c h?

v=Ok2N3NuXMo0  

 Free Mobile App: “Pray as you 

Go”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Resources for  

Individuals and Families 

During this time of social isolation it is 
important that we pray and stay con-
nected to our community. A range of 
online resources is available to support 

personal and family prayer at:  

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-
mission/catholic-life/liturgy/covid-19-

supplementary-prayer-resources/.  

Additionally, LiturgyHelp is offering free 
access to its range of prayer resources 

at https://liturgyhelp.com/aus/mn/pray. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sharing our story 

Everyone has a story. 

No matter how ordinary yours may 
seem, we’ve all got a story to tell and 
you never know what it can mean to 

someone until you share it. 

As we enter a fallow period, we have 
been given the gift of time. A time to 
reflect on our life, a life of being faithful 
people.  We invite you to share your 

story. 

You could use the following questions 

as a guide. 

 Who are the people who guided 
your faith journey? How did they 

do that? 

 Describe some defining mo-
ments of your faith journey? 

What made them significant? 

 How has your faith been reflect-
ed in your work, your hobbies, 
your values, your choices, and 
your priorities at various times in 

your life? 

 In  what  ways  has  your 
faith guided and supported you 
over your lifetime? How has your 
church/faith community guid-

ed and supported you? 

We hope to use the stories as part of a 
Diocesan Formation and Education 

project. 

Please send your story to:  

shareourstory@mn.catholic.org.au 

 

A Prayer to Combat the 
Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
Most merciful and Triune God, 

We come to you in our weakness. 
We come to you in our fear. 
We come to you with trust. 

 
For you alone are our hope. 

We place before you the disease pre-
sent in our world. 

We turn to you in our time of need. 
 

Bring wisdom to doctors. 
Give understanding to scientists. 

Endow caregivers with compassion 
and generosity. 

 
Bring healing to those who are ill. 

Protect those who are most at risk. 
Give comfort to those who have lost a 

loved one. 
 

Welcome those who have died into 
your eternal home. 

Stabilize our communities. 
Unite us in our compassion. 

Remove all fear from our hearts. 
Fill us with confidence in your care. 

 
Jesus, I trust in you. 
Jesus, I trust in you. 
Jesus, I trust in you. 

 
Amen. 

Acknowledging the Maronite Youth website. 

Mass will be live streamed on Sun-
day’s at 9.30am from Sacred Heart 
Cathedral. Bishop Bill will be celebrat-
ing Mass in the cathedral alone, and 
he invites you to join with him in prayer 
from home. You will be able to watch 
through this link: 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/
livestream/  

If you can’t make it at 9.30am you can 
use the same link to watch at a later 
time. Homilies from Mass will also be 
shared on The Doohan Discourse: 

https://doohan.id.au/  



 

 

 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

I am praying the Rosary every day and would like to invite you to join me via Zoom.  

If you install the App on your mobile phone we will be able to link up, see each other and pray the 
Rosary together.  If you want to contact me : Monique: 0419 212 350 I would love to hear from 
you. 

The Rosary above is almost 100 years old - it is a silver one that my dear Mum would have been 
given probably for her 1st Holy Communion.  I polished it up and it is so beautiful and reminds me so much of the many 
times we as a family prayed the Rosary at difficult times - helped us through. 

I must admit I have not prayed the Rosary very much of late, in fact not for quite a long time but am drawn to do so at this 
time of difficulty for so many of us.  Technology today will allow us to still be together even though we are practising self-
isolation. 

Much love to you all and hope to hear from some of you. 

Monique  xxxx 

  The Mullet Run 

The air and sea have made a deal to soothe the sweet Pacific. 

Awareness is everywhere… in the rain drops, on the dripping foliage of the wattle trees and in the memory of the soft 

shelled crab awaiting his new carapace.  

Awareness is everywhere and becomes tangible. There is the scent of the wet burnt eucalypts hanging in the air…

hanging  like that dream I failed to remember even though I thought I had. 

Birdsong and happiness splits the air as the world says goodbye to summer. 

This is a bounteous place. A place pleading to tell a secret. A secret involving gravity and latitude; salinity and atmosphere. 

The summer rains are finished and the mullet are coming. 

From the backwaters of creeks and lakes, rivers and estuaries, flows this silver stream, with twitches of fins and twists of 

tails. 

In every year of my life this ancient rite has occurred. Year after year, the dance of silver is refined until the choreography is 

more heart stopping than any recollection, any act of love, any prayer granted. 

Lakes and river and all waterways take colour as the weeks of summer rain cease… browns and grey, greens and umbers 

as the salt water becomes brackish. 

Shoals of mullet have been growing quietly and undisturbed in the safety of the waterways. It is time. The collective culture 

of this species now shows its willingness to pit itself against life. 

If you are lucky, your eyes will be filled with silver. This is the time of dreams, of magic….a time of waiting and remembering 

the laughs of years gone by.  

Mullet. The humblest of fish! They come determined to reach the open seas.  

A stream of solid silver makes its way out. A marine Milky Way. A stream so solid you could stride across in heavy boots or 

tap shoes. Wreathes of silver scales wash upon the shores while this monster flash of living light makes its own music as it 

snakes into the bay. 

The urgency to leave one phase of life to pursue the next is a statement…a lesson to all of us. These strips of mercury must 

mate only in the open sea. They fill the day with their light and endless reflections and the following morning we find the 

shimmering, glistening waves of silver scales washed up, abandoned like clothes not needed…jewels spilt on the sand. 

By Lina Basile  



 

 

Our Parish Community 

Mrs Pat Whiting taking care of herself 

and others with gloves and mask.  

Gene asleep with iPad and wine !!!  Danira: Enjoying this little Book!  

John: This is on our way to Blackhead beach 
this morning. Our morning walk continues daily 
coupled with a swim and take away coffee. I 
have good company in isolation!  



 

 

Send us your photos: 

If you are happy to share some photos of your life at home in isolation, maybe doing some of those 
things that help us keep going: praying, knitting, playing cards, cooking, prayer space etc. please send 
them through to our email address or text Fr Greg: 0417321209. You can also send in your tips for get-
ting through. Have you got a favourite recipe you could share? A book you've read that you might review 
for others? A poem? A short story? All elements for keeping together and staying afloat as the Parish 
family. 

Fr Greg working hard from the parish office. 

Danira: looking after a mini Zoo  

Danira: my Son having a baked dinner 
which contains baked beans his favour-
ite - easy child. Todays adventure is ca-

noeing in our Dam, loving home time 
with my Son.  



 

 



 

 

READINGS 4/5 APRIL 

First Reading 

Is 50:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be 

ashamed. 

The Lord has given me 

a disciple’s tongue. 

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 

he provides me with speech. 

Each morning he wakes me to hear, 

to listen like a disciple. 

The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, 

neither did I turn away. 

I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 

I did not cover my face 

against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, 

so that I am untouched by the insults. 

So, too, I set my face like flint; 

I know I shall not be shamed. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2 

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

1. All who see me deride me.  

They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 

let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.) 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me,  

a band of the wicked beset me. 

They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 

I can count every one of my bones. (R.) 

3. They divide my clothing among them.  

They cast lots for my robe. 

O Lord, do not leave me alone, 

my strength, make haste to help me! (R.) 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren  

and praise you where they are assembled. 

‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 

all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 

Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ (R.) 

Second Reading 

Phil 2:6-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high. 

His state was divine, 

yet Christ Jesus did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave, 

and became as men are, 

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name 

which is above all other names 

so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Gospel 

Mt 27:11-54 

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, the governor, and the gov-
ernor put to him this question, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Jesus 
replied, ‘It is you who say it.’ But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and the elders he refused to answer at all. Pilate then said to 
him, ‘Do you not hear how many charges they have brought against 
you?’ But to the governor’s complete amazement, he offered no 

reply to any of the charges. 

At festival time it was the governor’s practice to release a prisoner 
for the people, anyone they chose. Now there was at that time a 
notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when the crowd 
gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Which do you want me to release for 
you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?’ For Pilate knew it 

was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 

Now as he was seated in the chair of judgement, his wife sent him a 
message, ‘Have nothing to do with that man; I have been upset all 

day by a dream I had about him.’ 

The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the crowd 
to demand the release of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus. So 
when the governor spoke and asked them, ‘Which of the two do you 



 

 

(Continued) want me to release for you?’ they said ‘Barabbas’. 
‘But in that case,’ Pilate said to them ‘what am I to do with Jesus 
who is called Christ?’ They all said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ ‘Why?’ he 
asked ‘What harm has he done?’ But they shouted all the louder, 
‘Let him be crucified!’ Then Pilate saw that he was making no im-
pression, that in fact a riot was imminent. So he took some water, 
washed his hands in front of the crowd and said, ‘I am innocent of 
this man’s blood. It is your concern.’ And the people, to a man, 
shouted back, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ Then he 
released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be first scourged 

and then handed over to be crucified. 

The governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium 
and collected the whole cohort around him. Then they stripped him 
and made him wear a scarlet cloak, and having twisted some 
thorns into a crown they put this on his head and placed a reed in 
his right hand. To make fun of him they knelt to him saying, ‘Hail, 
king of the Jews!’ And they spat on him and took the reed and 
struck him on the head with it. And when they had finished making 
fun of him, they took off the cloak and dressed him in his own 

clothes and led him away to crucify him. 

On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene, Simon by 
name, and enlisted him to carry his cross. When they had reached 
a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave 
him wine to drink mixed with gall, which he tasted but refused to 
drink. When they had finished crucifying him they shared out his 
clothing by casting lots, and then sat down and stayed there keep-

ing guard over him. 

Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read: ‘This is 
Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ At the same time two robbers were 

crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said ‘So 
you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days! Then 
save yourself! If you are God’s son, come down from the cross!’ 
The chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him in the 
same way. ‘He saved others,’ they said ‘he cannot save himself. He 
is the king of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we 
will believe in him. He put his trust in God; now let God rescue him 
if he wants him. For he did say, “I am the son of God.”’ Even the 

robbers who were crucified with him taunted him in the same way. 

From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why 
have you deserted me?’ When some of those who stood there 
heard this, they said, ‘The man is calling on Elijah,’ and one of them 
quickly ran to get a sponge which he dipped in vinegar and putting 
it on a reed, gave it him to drink. ‘Wait!’ said the rest of them ‘and 
see if Elijah will come to save him.’ But Jesus again crying out in a 

loud voice, yielded up his spirit. 

At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; 
the earth quaked; the rocks were split; the tombs opened and the 
bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after his 
resurrection, came out of the tombs, entered the Holy City and ap-
peared to a number of people. Meanwhile the centurion, together 
with the others guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all 
that was taking place, and they were terrified and said, ‘In truth this 

was a son of God.’ 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter  

The Passion narrative, as described in the gospel of Matthew, is keen to drive home two particular points. Firstly, throughout 
this gospel, the gospel writer is at pains to demonstrate Jesus as fulfilling the prophecy of scripture. At the time of the arrest 
and the use of the thirty pieces of silver, we are reminded that these things took place to fulfil scripture. Secondly, this particu-
lar gospel emphasises the innocence of Jesus throughout the passion narrative: he is ‘sold out’ by one of his followers; his 
trial before the Sanhedrin is a farce; his most loyal follower denies association with him; Pilate declares himself innocent of 
Jesus’ blood and the crowd accepts the consequences of their actions. At no point is any hint of guilt cast over Jesus. He is  
an innocent whose fate has been manipulated by others. In this gospel there is no conversation between Jesus and the crimi-
nals between whom he is crucified. There is no suggestion that Jesus too is a criminal who is deserving of his fate. His inno-
cence is manifest. 

These two themes merge together in this gospel. The manner of Jesus’ arrest, trial and death are 
all in accordance with the prophecy of scripture (i.e. in accordance with God’s will), and yet it is 
emphasised throughout that Jesus is innocent. There can be no accusation that Jesus is in any 
way deserving of his treatment and yet what befalls him is in keeping with God’s plan. It empha-
sises the sacrificial act made by Jesus: a proven innocent giving his life for the good of others. 
The actions of those who plot against Jesus to seek his downfall actually serve to bring about his 
purpose. No other outcome was possible. The writer assures the audience that the death of Je-
sus was no accident; it was intended from the very beginning.  

© Greg Sunter  



 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord Year A 

Sunday 05 Apr 2020 
Priest: Sisters and brothers, let us make our prayers before God, the Father of our Saviour.  

Reader: That through compassion and self-giving, the Holy Church will follow the suffering, death 
and resurrection of Christ during Holy Week.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That Catholics around the world will experience the strength of their faith community 
when gathered worship is not possible.  

 (pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That people who are alone will find solace in your love. We pray especially for those experi-
encing isolation during the coronavirus restrictions.  

 (pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That those living with the fear of disease will find a sense of calm and shelter in Christ. We 
especially pray for people who are sick from the coronavirus.  

 (pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That all leaders of nations will work together and find mutual solutions to benefit all peo-
ple. We pray especially for cooperative work on solutions for the coronavirus pandemic. 

 (pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray for all those affected by gender-based violence. May we continue to support or
 ganisations like Caritas Australia who are working to build lasting peace within families 
 and within communities.  

 (pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That Christians may embrace the sacredness of Holy Week with a commitment to repent of 
their sins and strive for true holiness in Christ.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That the sick will be shown mercy and gratitude, especially all those in our parish bulletin.
(pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: That those who have died will live forever with Christ Jesus, especially Paul Steele & Marie 
Allen.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Priest: God our Father, you gave us your Son as life for the world.  Hear our prayers and help us 
unite ourselves with the Passion of your Son and so rise to new life with you.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  

All:  Amen. 

 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 



 

 

APPENDIX: Keeping Sunday Holy – What Can We Do? 

To assist individuals and families during this time, the Diocesan Liturgy Council has offered the following options, particularly in keeping 

Sunday holy: 

Praying with the Sunday readings: Such prayer may take many forms including Lectio Divina and Liturgies of the Word in families or 
small groups. Parishes may like to download the ‘Weekly Prayer Sheet’ with the Sunday readings from LiturgyHelp and email it to 

parishioners. 

The Prayer of the Church: We recommend morning and evening prayer to individuals and families. We suggest downloading the 
Universalis App which contains not only the Prayer of the Church but also the Mass of the day and many other things. See also: 

https://liturgy.life/2020/03/keeping-sunday-holy-when-we-cannot-gather-for-mass-liturgy-of-the-hours/ 

Recorded Homilies: The homilies of Bishop Bill or Fr Andrew from the Cathedral Mass on Sundays will be recorded and made availa-
ble online by lunch time on Sundays. These may help in individual or small group reflections on the readings of the day. These 

homilies can be accessed via Spotify or iTunes. 

Mass Streamed from Sacred Heart Cathedral: As already mentioned, the Diocese and Cathedral is currently investigating the possi-
bility of livestreaming the Sunday Mass from Sacred Heart Cathedral celebrated by the Bishop or the Vicar General. Further infor-

mation will be made available via the Diocesan website, which will also host the livestream if it becomes available. 

The resources from LiturgyHelp can be of great assistance at this time in two significant ways: 

This is the time to use LiturgyHelp to its fullest capacity. Make sure you are using your fifty part-usernames and logins for all your litur-
gical and pastoral ministers. Those who have access are encouraged to continue to reach out to members of the community dur-
ing this time. For example, parish secretaries or Children’s Liturgy ministers could download the resources under ‘children’ on the 
Sunday menu, and then send them to the families of children who would normally participate in Children’s Liturgy, or to those who 

were enrolled in the sacramental journey. 

Everyone in the diocese – individuals and families – can access a range of resources being made available through a special login. 
Parishioners should go to liturgyhelp.com/aus/mn/generalaccess, and enter their name and email address. This is for all people in 

communities connected to the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle and will be available from Midday on Friday 20 March. 

The resources available on the special login access version of LiturgyHelp will grow over time and initially include: 

Access to the daily readings 

Access to the daily Missal texts 

Sunday Prayer Services (Liturgy of the Word and weekly prayer sheets) 

Sunday and Special Feasts Scripture Commentary 

Sunday and Special Feasts Homily and Reflection 

Sunday Universal Prayer 

General prayer – traditional, prayers to our Lady and litanies. 

Sunday Prayer of the Church (Divine Office) from 29 March (morning and evening prayer) 

There will be the possibility for us to augment this section over time if that were needed. 

A Moment To Reflect 

This moment of crisis is for all people, especially people of faith, an opportunity. What is God revealing to us in this unusual moment of 
hunger for Eucharist? We believe in the centrality of the word of God to our lives as disciples and as a community of the faithful. This is an 
opportunity to immerse ourselves in the word and to deepen the way we abide in the Word. Who might we become over this time if we do 
turn to the Word of God as the primary source of our sustenance? We have largely ignored the treasure of the Prayer of the Church – pri-
marily Morning and Evening Prayer. Who might we become if we prayed this prayer and became more familiar with the Psalms and the 

human cries we hear there? 

Let us seize this opportunity so that when this moment is over we might return to our celebration of eucharist with a deeper love for it and a 

renewed sense of what it means to participate fullym consciously and actively in the Paschal Mystery and life of our Triune God  

For reflection  

Article by Massimo Faggioli: Mass Myopia and Coronavirus 

https://2019.liturgyhelp.com/
https://universalis.com/n-apps.htm
https://liturgy.life/2020/03/keeping-sunday-holy-when-we-cannot-gather-for-mass-liturgy-of-the-hours/
https://open.spotify.com/show/0GiQip1fJFm8LbYzKC5h2E
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/the-doohan-discourse/id1373668465
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/
https://liturgyhelp.com/aus/mn/generalaccess
https://international.la-croix.com/news/mass-myopia-and-coronavirus/12010?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=e-mail&utm_content=17-03-2020&utm_campaign=newsletter_crx_lci&PMID=3dfbfa462d2e88ed217cef9a0dabd022


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

Sat. 6.00pm 

Sun. 7.00am, 9.00am & 5.30pm 
 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 8.30am & 4.45pm 
 

YOUTH MASS 

3rd Sunday of the month at 5.30pm. 
 

AGED CARE MASSES 

(Subject to change) 

Glaica House:  

2nd Thurs 10.30am 

Estia Forster: 3rd Tues 

10.30am 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation 
Forster Tues 9.30am 

Monica 6555 7038 

Hallidays Point Wed 10am  

John 0417 249 466 
 

Social Justice Group 
Last Wed 5.30pm Meeting Room 

Tim Prescott 6555 8517 
 

Maintenance and Gardening 

Group 
3rd Thursday of the month, 8am 
Church grounds. Howard 6557 

6826 
 

Family and Friends Group  
Meets monthly, contact Carol and  

Terry Pearson on 0408768729.  
 

Singing Practice 
Ken Heffernan 6554 6304  

(see parish timetable) 
 

Holy Hour  
Tues 3.30pm in the Church 

 

Finance Council 
3rd Wednesday of the month, 5pm 

Meeting Room 
 

Pastoral Council 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 

5.30pm Meeting Room 
 

Novena to our Lady of  

Perpetual Help and Rosary 
Wed 11.00am in the Church 

Shiony 0411 493 086 
 

Secular Franciscan  

Fraternity 
4th Sunday of the month after the 

9.00am Mass 
 

menALIVE Group 
4th Wed after 9am Mass in the 

meeting room. Michael Amato 6554 
5284 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

 

Holy Name Catholic School K-6 

41 Lake Street, Forster 

Ph: 6554 6504 

E:admin@forster.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.forster.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Brooke Stephens 

 

St Clare’s High School 7-12 

Davis Street, Taree 

P: 6552 3300 

E:Admin@tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

W: www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Peter Nicholls 

PARISH TEAM 

Fr Greg Barker - Parish Priest 

gregory.barker@mn.catholic.org.au 

Emergency Contact 0417 321 209 
 

Danielle Kingdom 

Admin Assistant 

danielle.kingdom@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 

Mon-Thurs 9.00am- 3.00pm 

Fri– 9.00am– 5.30pm 

Phone: 6554 6401 
 

Website: 

www.forstertuncurrycatholic.org.au 

 

Follow us on facebook: 
@catholicparishofforstertuncurry 

PARISH GROUPS  

 

 

 
 

 

BAPTISMS 

Celebrated most Sundays.  

Bookings via the Parish website 
 

MARRIAGE 

Celebrated by arrangement with at 
least 3 months notice. Bookings via 

the parish website 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 

Enrolment via the Parish Website 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 
ADULTS 

(RCIA) Parish Office 6554 6304 
 

CATHOLIC CARE 

Phone: 6539 5900 for services   

provided in Forster 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Bridgeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 

with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 

position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept 

any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.  
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